M Y laſt undertaking had employed me more 
than twelve months, and ſo weakened me that I 
appeared little better than a ſkeleton. Notwith- 
ſtanding the greatneſs of my ſpirit, I ſhould have 
_ ſunken into deſpondency, at ſeeing an end, like this, 

to all my labours, had I not ſtill cheriſhed a ſecret 
hope of eſcaping, founded on the friends I had gain- 
ed among the officers. 

I foon felt the effects of the loſs of my bed, and 
was a ſecond time attacked by a violeat fever, which 
would this time, certainly, have conſumed me, had 
II. B not 
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not the officers, unknown to the governor, treated 
me with all poſſible compaſſion. Bruckhauſen, 
alone, continued my enemy, and the ſlave of his 
orders : on his day of examination, rules and com- 
mands in all their rigour, were obſerved, nor durſt 
I free myſelf from my irons, till J had for ſome 
weeks remarked thoſe parts on which he invariably 
fixed his attention. I then cut through the link, 
and cloſed up the vacancy with bread. My hands 
1 could always draw out, eſpecially after illneis 
had conſumed the fleſh off my bones. Half a year 
had elapſed, before I had recovered ſufficient Roth 
to undertake, anew, labours like the paſt. = 

Neceſſity, at length, taught me the means of 
driving Bruckhauſen from my dungeon, and of in- 
ducing him to commit his office to another. I 
learnt his olfactory nerves were ſomewhat delicate, 
and, whenever 1 heard the doors unbar, I took 
care to make a ſtir in my night-table. This made 
him give back, and at length he would come no 
farther than the door. Such are the hard e 
of a poor, unhappy priſoner! 

One day he came; bloated with pride, juſt after 
a courier had brought the news of a victory, and 
ſpoke of the Auſtrians, and the auguſt perſon of 
the Empreſs-Queen, with ſo much virulence that, 
at laſt, enraged almoſt to madnels, I ſnatched the 
ſword of an officer from its ſheath, and ſhould cer- 
tainly have ended him, had he not made a haſty 
retreat. From that day forward he durſt no more 
come without guards to examine the dungeon. TWO 
men always preceded him, with their bayonets fixed, 
and their pieces preſented, behind whom he ſtood at 
the door. This was another fortunate incident, as 
] dreaded only his examination. 

he following anecdote will afford a ſpecimen 
of this man's undefſtanding. While digging in the 
earth 1 found a cannon ball, and laid it in the 


middle 
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middle of my priſon. When he came to examine 
— What, in the name of God, is that?” ſaid he. 
« It is a part of the ammunition,” anſwered I. 
„that my Familiar brings me. The cannon will 
„ be here anon, and you will then ſee fine ſport !”? 
He was aſtoniſhed, told this to others, nor could con- 
ceive ſuch a ball might by any natural means enter 


my priſon. 

| wrote a ſatire on him, when the late Land- 
grave of Heſſe-Caſſel was governor of Magdeburg, 
and 1 had permiſſion to write, as will hereafter ap- 
pear : the Landgrave gave it to, him, to read him- 
ſelf; and, fo groſs was his conception, that, though 
his own phraſeology was introduced, part of his 
hiſtory, and his character painted, yet did he not 
perceive the jeſt, but laughed heartily with the hear- 
ers. The Landgrave was highly diverted, and, after I 
obtained my freedom, reſtored me the manuſcript, 
written in my own blood. 

About the time that my laſt attempt at eſcaping 
failed, General Kruſemarck came to my priſon, 
whom 1 had formerly lived with in habits of inti- 
macy, when cornet of the body-guard. Without 
teſtifyivg friendſhip, eſteem or compaſſion, he aſk 
ed, among other things, in an authoritative tone, 
how I could employ my time to prevent tediout- 
neſs. I anſwered in as haughty a mood as he in- 
terrogated ; for never could misfortune bend my 
mind. I told him, „I always could find ſources 
* of entertainment in my own thoughts, and that, 
* as for my dreams, I imagined they would, at 
* leaſt, be as peaceful and pleaſant as thoſe of my 
* oppreſfors,” —* Had you in time,“ replied he, 
e curbed this fervor of yours, had you aſked par- 
* don of the King, perhaps you would have been 
* jn vety different circumſtances ; but he who has 
© committed an offence in which he obſtinately 


% perſiſts, endeavouring only to obtain freedom by 
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2 ſeducing men from their duty, deſerves no bet- 
«© "ter rats; s 

Juſtly was my anger rouſed !—** Sir,” anſwered 
I, © you are a general of the King of Pruſſia, I am 
„ an Auſtrian captain.—My royal miſtreſs will pro- 
e tect, perhaps deliver me, or at leaſt revenge my 
„death. I have a conſcience void of reproach. 
* You, yourſelf, well know I have not deſerved 
* theſe chains, I place my hope in time, and the 
«« jJuſtneſs of my cauſe, calumniated and condemn- 
„ ed, as I have been, without legal ſentence or 
* hearing. In ſuch a ſituation the philoſopher will 
„always be able to brave and deſpiſe the tyrant.” 
He departed with threats, and his laſt words were 
—*©< The bird ſhall ſoon be taught to ſing another 
tune.“ —The effects of this courteous viſit were 
ſoon felt. An order came that I ſhould be prevented 
ſleeping, and that the centinels ſhould call, and 
wake me, every quarter of an hour, which dreadful 
order was immediately executed 

This was, indeed, a puniſhment intolerable to 
nature! Yet did cuſtom, at length, teach me to an- 
ſwer in my ſleep, Four years did this unheard-of 
cruelty continue! The noble Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caflel, at length, put an end to it a year before [ 
was releaſed from my dungeon, and once again, in 
mercy, ſuffered me to ſleep in peace. Ss 

Under this new affliction 1 wrote an Elegy, which 
may be found in the ſecond volume of my works, a 
tew lines of which I ſhall cite. | 


Wake me, ye guards, for hark, the quarter ſtrikes ! 
Sport with my woes, laugh loud at my miſeries! 
Hearken if you hear my chains clank ! Knock ! Beat! 
Of an inexorable Tyrant be ye 
Th' inexorable inſtruments ! Wake me, ye ſlaves ! 
Fe do but as you're bade. Soon ſhall he lie 
Sleepleſs, or, dreaming, the ſpectres of conſcience 
Behold and ſhriek, who me deprives of reſt. 
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Wake me ! Again the quarter ſtrikes! Call loud! 
Rip up all my bleeding wounds, and ſhrink not ! 
Yet, think, tis I that anſwer, God that hears ! 

To every wretch in chains ſleep is permitted: 

J, I. alone, am robbd of this laſt refuge 

Of ſinking nature ! Hark! Again they thunder ! 
Again they iterate yells of Trenck and death! 


Peace to thy anger, peace thou ſuffering heart, 
Nor indignant beat, adding tenfold pangs to pain. 


Ye burthened limbs ariſe from momentary 

Slumbers ! Shake your chains ! Murmur not, but riſe ! 
And ye! Watch-dogs of power! let looſe yuur rage: 
Fear not, for I am helpleſs, unprotected. | 
And yet, not ſo— The noble mind, withia 

Itſelf, reſources finds innumerable, | 
Thou, Oh God, thought'ſt good me t* impriſon thus; 
'Thou, Oh God, in thy goud time, wilt me deliver, 


Wake me then, nor fear! My ſoul ſlumbers not. 

And who can ſay but thoſe that fetter me 

May ere to- morrow, groan themſelves in fetters ? 

Wake me ! For lo ! their fleep's leſs ſweet than mine. | 
Call! Call! From night to morn, from twilight to dawn 
Inceſſant ! Yea, in God's name, Call ! Call! Call! 

Amen ! Amen! Thy will, Oh God, be done! 

Yet ſurely thou at length ſhalt hear my ſighs! 

Shalt burſt my priſon doors ! Shalt ſhew me fair 

Creation! Yes the very heav'n of heav'ns. 


With whom theſe orders. originated, unexampled 
in the hiſtory even of tyranny, 1 ſhall not venture 
to lay. The major, who was my friend, adviſed 
me to perſiſt in not anſwering. I followed his advice, 
and it produced this good effect, that we mutually 
torced each other to a capitulation : they reſtored me 
my bed, and I was obliged to reply. 

Immediately after this regulation, the ſub-gover- 
nor, General Borck, my bitter enemy, became in- 
ſane, was dilpolleſied of his poſt, and Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Reichmann, the benevolent friend of humanity, 
was made ſub governor. 

About the ke time the court fled from Berl. 

an 
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and the Queen, the Prince of Pruſſia, the Princeſs 
Amelia, and the Margrave Henry, choſe Magde- 
burg for their reſidence. Bruckhauſen grew more 
polite, probably, perceiving I was not wholly de- 
ſerted, and that it was yet poſſible I might obtain 
my freedom. The cruel are, uſually, cowards, 
and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe Bruckbauſen was 
actuated by His tears to treat me with greater re- 
ſpect | 

The worthy new governor had not, indeed, the 
power to lighten my chains, or alter the general 
regulations : what he could he did. If he did not 
command, he connwed at the doors being, occaſio- 
nally, at firſt, aud, at length, daily, kept open ſome 
hours, to admit day-light and freſh air. After a 
time they were open the whole day, and only cloſed 
by the officers when they returned from their viſit to 
Walrabe. .- ww 

Having light, I began to carve, with a nail, on 
the pewter cup in which I drank, ſatirical verſes 
and various figures, and attained ſo much perfec- 
tion, that my cups at laſt, were conſidered as 
maſter pieces, both of engraving and invention, 
and were ſold dear as rare curioſities. My firſt 
attempts were rude, as may be well imagined. My 
cup was carried to town, and ſhown to viſnors by 
the governor, who ſent me another. I improved, 
and each of the inſpecting officers wiſhed to poſſeſs 
one. I grew more expert, and ſpent a whole year 
in this employment, which thus paſſed ſwiftly away, 
The perfection 1 had now acquired obtained me the 
permiſſion of candle light, and this continued till I 
Vas reftored to freedom. | 

The king gave orders theſe cups ſhould all be 
jnſpected by goverament, becauſe I wiſhed by my 
verics and devices, to inform the world of my fate. 
But this command was not obcyed ; the officers 
mace merchandize of their cups, and ſold them, at 

| | laſt, 
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laſt, for twelve ducats each. Their value encreaſ- 
ed ſo much, when I was releaſed from priſon, that 
they are now to be found in various muſeums 
throughout Europe. Twelve years ago the late 
Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel preſented one of them 
to my wife; and another came, in a very unac- 
countable manner, from the Queen Dowager of 
Pruſſia, to Paris. I have given prints of both theſe, 
with the verſes they contained, in my works; 
whence it may be ſeen how artificially they were en- 
graved. | 

A third fell iato the hands of Prince Auguſtus 
Lobkowitz, then a priſoner of war at Magdeburg, 
who, on his return to Vienna, preſented it to the 
Emperor, who placed it in his muſeum. Among 
other devices on this cup was a landſcape, repreſent- 
ing a vineyard and huſbandmen, and under it the fol- 
lowing words : By my labours my vineyard flouriſhed, 
and I hoped to have gathered the fruit; but Abab came. 
Alas ! for Naboth. 

The alluſion was ſo pointed, both to the wrongs 
done me in Vienna and my ſufferings in Pruſſia, 
that it made a very ſtrong impreſſion on the Em- 
| preſs-Queen, who, immediately, commanded her 
miniſter to make every exertion ior my deliverance. 
She would, probably, at laſt, have even reſtored 
me to my eſtates, had not the poſſeſſors of them 
been ſo powerful, or, had ſhe herſelf lived one year 
longer. To theſe my engraved cups was I indebt- 
ed tor being once more remembered at Vienna. On 
the fame cup, alſo was another engraving of a bird 
in a cage, held by a Turk, with the following in- 
ſcription : The bird ſings even in the ſtorm; ofen his 
cage, break his fetters, ye friends of viriue, and his ſongs 
- ſhall be the delight of your avodes ! | 

There is another remarkable circumſtance at- 
tending "theſe cups. All were forbidden, under 
pain of death, to hold converſation with me, or to 


tupply 


9 „4 W Ars er DD 
x 


1 

ſupply me with pen and ink ; yet, by this open 
permiſſion of writing what I pleaſed on pewter, 
was I enabled to inform the world of all I wiſhed, 
and to prove a man of merit was oppreſſed. The 
difficulties of this engraving will be conceived when 
it is remembered that | worked by candle: light, 
on ſhining pewter, attained the art of giving light 
and ſhade, and, by practice, could divide a cup 
into two and thirty compartments, as. regularly 
with a ſtroke of the hand as with a pair of com- 
paſſes. The writing was ſo minute that it could 
be only read with glaſſes. I could uſe but one hand, 
both being ſepara ed by the bar, and, therefore held 
the cup between my knees. My ſole inſtrument 
was a ſharpened nail, yet did I write two lines on 
the rim only. SR” | 

My labour became ſo exceſſive that I was in 
danger of diſtraction or blindneſs. Every body 
wiſhed for cups, and I wiſhed to oblige every body, 
ſo that l worked eighteen hours a day. The reflec- 
tion of the light from the pewter was injurious to my 
eyes, and the labour of invention for appoſite ſub- 


jeQs and verſes was moſt fatiguing. I had learnt on- 


ly architectural drawing. 
Enough of theſe cups, which procured me fo 
much honour, ſo many advantages, and helped to 
ſhorten ſo many mournſul hours. My greateſt in- 
cumbrance was the huge iron collar, with its enor- 
mous appendages, which, when ſuffered to preſs 
the a: teries in the back of my neck, occaſioned in- 
tolerable head-achs. I fat too much, and a third 
time fell ſick. A Brunſwic ſauſage, ſecretly given 
me by a friend, occaſioned an indigeſtion, which 
ans Mr my life ; a putrid fever followed, and my 
body was reduced to a ſkeleton. Medicines, however, 
were conveyed to me dy the officers, and, now and 
then, warm food. 
Atter my recovery I again thought it neceſſary 
5 to 
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to endeavour to regain my liberty. I had but forty 
louis-d'ors, remaining and theſe I could not get till 
I had firſt broken up the flooring. 


Lieutenant Sountag was conſumptive, and obta in- 


ed his diſcharge. I ſupplied him with money to 
defray the expences of his journey, and with an 
order that four hundred florins ſhould be annually 
paid him, from my effects, till his death or my 
releaſe. I commiſſioned him to ſeek an audience 
from the Empreſs, endeavour to excite her com paſ- 
ſion in my behalf, and to remit me four thouſand 
florins, for which I gave a proper acquittance, by 
the way of Hamburgh. The money-draft was ad- 
dreſſed to my adminiſtrators, counſellors Kempf and 
Huttner. | 

But no one, alas, in Vienna wiſhed my return : 
they had already begun to ſhare my property, of 
which they never rendered me an account. Poor 
Sountag was arreſted as a ſpy, impriſoned, ill treat- 
ed for ſome weeks, and, at laſt, when naked and 
deſtitute, received a hundred florins, and was eſ- 
corted beyond the Auſtrian confines. The worthy 
man fell a ſhameful ſacrifice to his honeſty, could 
never obtain an audience of the Empreſs, and re- 
turned. poor and miſerable, on foot to Perlin, where 
he was twelve months ſecretly maintained by his 
brother, and with whom he died. He wrote an ac- 
count of all this to the good Knoblauch, my Ham- 
burg agent, and I, from my ſmall ſtore, ſcut hin a 
hundred ducats. | 

How much muſt I deſpair of finding any place 
of refuge on earth, hearing accounts like thele trom 
Vienna! ; 

A friend, whom I will never name, by the aid 


of one of the heutenants, ſecretly vitited me, and 


ſupplied me with ſix hundred ducats. The ſame 


triend, in the year 1763, paid four thouſand florins 


to the imperial envoy, Baron Riedt, at Berlin, tor 
| the 
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the furthering of my freedom, as I ſhall, preſently 
more fully ſhew. Thus I had once more money. 
About this time the French army advanced to 
within five miles of Magdeburg. This important 
fortreſs was, at that time, the key of the whole 
Pruſſian power. It required a garriſon of ,ſixteen 
thouſand men, and contained not more than fifteen 
hundred. The French might have marched in un- 
oppoſed, and at once have put an end to the war. 
The officers brought me all the news, and my hopes 
| role as they approached - What was my aſtoniſh- 
ment waen the major informed me three waggons 
had entered the town in the night, had been ſent 
back loaded with money, and that the French 
were retreating !' This, I can aſſure my readers, on 
my honour, is literally truth, to the eternal diſ- 
race of the French general. The major, who in- 
n me, was himſelf an eye-witneſs of the fact. 
It was pretended the money was for the army of” 
the King, but every body could gueſs whither it 
was going; it left the town without a convoy, and 
the French were then in the neighbourhood. Such 
were the allies of Maria Therela ! The recetvers 
of this money are known in Paris. Not only were 
my hopes this way fruſtrated, but in Ruſſia likewiſe, 
where the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, and the chancellor, 
were fallen into diſgrace, 

I now imagined another, and indeed a fearful 
and dangerous project. The garriſon of Magde- 
burg, at this moment, conſiſted of but nine hun- 
dred militia, who wete diſcontented men, Two 
majors and two lieutenants were in my intereſt. 
The guard of the Star-Fort amounted but to a hun- 
dried and filteen men. Fronting the gate of this 
fort was tlie lown-gate, guarded only by twelve 
mea and an inferior officer; beſide theſe lay the 
caſemates, in which were ſeven thouſand Croat 
priſoners. Baron K—y, a captain, and a prides 
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of war, alſo was in our intereſt, and would hold 
his comrades ready, at a Certain place and time, to 
ſupport my undertaking. Another friend was, un- 
der ſome pretence, to hold his company ready, with 
their muſkets loaded, and the plan was ſuch, that I 
ſhould have had four hundred men in arms, to carry 

it into execution. | 
The officer was to have placed the two men we 
moſt ſuſpected, and feared, as centinels over me; 
he was to command them to take away my bed, 
and, when encumbered, I was to ſpring out, and 
ſhut them in the priſon. Clothing and arms were 
to have been procured, and brought me into my 
priſon ; the town-gate was to have been ſurpriſed ; 
I was to have run to the caſemate, and called to 
the Croats, © Trenck! To arms!” My friends, at 
the ſame inſtant, were to break forth, and the plan 
was ſo well concerted that it could not have failed. 
Magdeburg, the magazine of the army, the royal 
treaſury, arſenal, all would have been mine; and 
ſixteen thouſand men, who were then priſoners of 

war, would have enabled me to keep poſſeſſion. 
The moſt eſſential ſecret, by which all this was 
to have been effected, I dare not reveal; ſuffice it 
to ſay, every thing was provided for, every thing 
ſecure ; I ſhall only add that the garriſov, in the 
harveſt months, was exceedingly weakened, be- 
cauſe the farmers paid the captains a floria per man 
_ each day, and the men for their labour likewiſe, to 
obtain hands. The ſub-governor coumved at the 

practice. 8 |: 3 

One Lieutenant G procured a furlough to 
. viſit his friends; but, ſupplied by me with money, 
he went to Vienna. | furniſhed him with a letter, 
addreſſed to Counſellors Kempf and Huttner, in- 
cluding a draft for two thouſand ducats; wherein 
I ſaid that, by theſe means, I ſhould not only ſoon 
be at liberty, but in poſſeſſion of the tortreſs of 
Magdeburg; 


r ]⁰ w OP ² AP Er Tg 
4 "I * , 


412 


Magdeburg; and that the bearer was intruſted with 
the reſt. . ; 

The lieutenant came ſaſe to Vienna, underwent 
a thouſand interrogatories, and his name was re- 
peatedly aſked. This fortunately, he concealed. 
They adviſed him not to be concerned in ſo dange- 
rous an undertaking ; told him I had not ſo much 
money due to me, and gave him, inſtead of two 
thouſand ducats, one thouſand florins, With theſe 
he left Vienna, but with very prudent ſuſpicions, 
which prevented him ever more returning to Mag- 
deburg. A month had ſcarcely paſſed before the 
late Landgrave. of Heſſe-Caſſel, then chief gover- 
nor, entered my priſon, ſnewed me my letter, and 
demanded to know who had carried the letter, and 
who were to free me, and betray Magdeburg. 
Whether the letter was ſent immediately to the 
king, or the governor, I know not; it is ſufficient 
that I was once more betrayed at Vienna. The 
truth was, the adminiſtrators of my effects had act- 
ed as if I were deceaſed, and choſe not to refund 
two thouſand ducats. They wiſhed .not I ſhould 
obtain my freedom, in a manner that would have 
obliged the government to reward me, and reſtore 
the effects they had embezzled, and the eſtates they 
Had fſeiz:d What happened afterward in Vienna, 
which will be related in its place, will inconteſtably 
prove this ſurmiſeno be well founded. 8 

Theſe bad men did not, it is true, die in the 
| manner they ought, but they are ail dead, and I am 
fil living, and like an hoteſt, though poor, man; 
z o did not they die. Be this read, and remembered, 
| | by their luxurious heirs, who refuſe to reſtore my 
children to their rights. | 

My conſternation on the appearance of the 
Landgrave, with my letter in his hand, may well 
be ſuppoſed : 1 had the prefence of mind, however, 
to deny my tand-vriting, and aitect aſtoniſhment * 
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ſo crafty a trick. The Landgrave endeavoured to 
convict me, told me what Lieutenant Kemnitz had 
repeated at Vienna, concerning my poſſeſſing my- 
ſelf of Magdeburg, and thereby ſhewed me how 
fully I had been betrayed. But, as no ſuch perſon 
exiſted as Lieutenant Kemnitz, and as my friend 
had fortunately concealed his name, the myſtery re- 
mained impenetrable, eſpecially, as no one could 
conceive how a priſoner in my ſituation, could ſe- 
duce, or ſubdue, the whole garriſon. The worthy 
prince left my priſon, apparently ſatisfied with my 
defence; his heart felt not ſatisfaction in the misfor- 
tunes of others. 25 

The next day, a formal examination was taken, 


at which the ſub-governor Reichmann preſided. I 


was accuſed as a traitor to my country, but I obſti- 
nately denied my hand-writing. Proofs or witneſ- 
ſes, there were none, and, in anſwer to the principal 
charge, I ſaid I was ng criminal, but a man ca- 
© lumniated, illegally impriſoned, and loaded with 
„ jrons ; that the King, in the year 1746, had 
* caſhiered me, and confiſcated my parental inheri- 
% tance; that, therefore, the laws of nature en- 
* forced me to ſeek honour, and bread, in a foreiga 
* ſervice; and that, finding theſe in Auſtria, I was 
* become an officer, and a faithful ſubject of the 
© Empreſs Queen: that I had been, a ſecond time, 
„ unoffendingly impriſoned ; that here | was treat- 
ed as the worſt of malefactors, and that my only 
* reſource was to ſeck my liberty, by ſuch means 
% a>1 could: were I, therefore, in this attempt, to 
* deſtroy the very town of Magdeburg, and occa- 
© {on the loſs of a thouſand lives, I ſhould ſtill be 
guiltleſs. Had | been heard, and legally ſenten- 
*ced, previous to my impriſonment at Glatz, I 
* ſhould. have been, and have continued, a crimi- 
* nal; but not having been guilty of any ſmali, 
** much leſs of any great, crime, equal to my pu- 

„ niſhment, 
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*« niſhment, if ſuch crime could be, I was, there- 
fore, not, accountable for conſequences : I owed 
* neither fidelity nor duty, to the King of Pruſſia ; 
« for, by the word of his power, he had deprived 
*© me of bread, honour, country and freedom.” 

Here the examination ended, without farther diſ- 
covery ; the officers however, falling under ſuſpi- 
cion, were all removed, and thus I loſt my beſt 
friends ; yet it was not long before I had gained two 
others, which was no difficult mattce, as I knew the 
national character, and that none but poor men were 
made militia officers. Thus was the governor's pre- 
caution fruitleſs, and every body ſecretly wiſhed I 
might obtain my freedom. Mer 

I ſhall never forget the noble manner in which J 
was treated on this occaſion by the Landgrave. 
This I perſonally acknowledged, ſome years after- 
ward, in the city of Caſſel, when I heard many 
things which confirmed all my ſurmiſes concerning 
Vienna. The Landgrave received me with all 
grace, favour, and diſtinction. I revere his memo- 
ry, and feek to honour his name. He was the 
2 of misfortune. When I, not long afterward, 
fell ill, he ſent me his own phyſician, and meat 
from his table, nor would he ſuffer me, during two 
months to be waked by the centinels. He, likewiſe, 
removed the dreadful collar from my neck; for which 
he was ſeverely reprimanded by the King, as he him- 
ſelf has ſince aſſured me. | 

[ might fill a volume with incidents attending two 
other efforts to eſcape, but 1 will not weary the read- 
er's patience with too much repetition, 1 ſhall merely 
give an abſtract of both, Te 

When l had once more gained the officers, I 
made a new attempt at mining my way out. Not 
wanting for implements, my chains and the flooring 
were ſoon cut through, and all was ſo carefully re- 
placed J was under no fear of examination. I here 


found 


48-3 


found my concealed money, piſtols, and other nes 
ceſſaries, but, till I had rid myſelf of fome hundred 
weight of ſand, it was impoſſible to proceed. For 
this purpoſe I made two different openings in the 
floor: out of the real hole I threw a great quantity 
of ſand into my priſon; after which I clofed it 
with all poſſible care. I then worked at the ſecond 
with ſo much noiſe that I was certain they muſt 
hear me without. About midnight the doors be- 
gan to thunder, and in they came, detecting me, as 
I intended they ſhould. None of them could con- 
ceive why | ſhould wiſh to break out under the door, 
where there was a triple guard to pals. The cen- 
tinels remained, and, in the morning, priſoners 
were ſent to wheel away the ſand. The hole was 
walled up and boarded, and my fetters were renew- 
ed. They laughed at the ridiculouſneſs of my un- 
dertaking, but puniſhed me by depriving me of my 
light and bed, which, however, in a fortnight, were 
both reſtored. Of the other hole, out of which. 
moſt of the earth had been thrown, no one was 
aware. The major and lieutenant were too much 
my friends to remark that they had removed thrice 
the quantity of ſand the falſe opening could con- 
tain. They ſuppoſed, this ſtrange attempt having 
failed, it would be my laſt, and Bruckhauſen grew 
negligent. | 
The governor and ſub-governor both viſited me, 
after ſome weeks; but, tar from the brutality of 
Borck, the Landgrave ſpoke to me with great mild- 
neſs, promifed me his intereſt to regain my freedom, 
when the peace ſhould be concluded; told me | had 
more friends than I might ſuppoſe, and aſſured me l 
had not been quite forgotten by the court of Vienna. 
The manner in which I anſwered-him moved him 
to the ſoul: in vain he endeavoured to hide his 
tears, while I, in a moment of exquilite ſenſibility 
fell at his feet, roſe, and pleaded like Cicero, happy 
| to 
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to have met with a prince, who thought, and felt 
like a man. | 5 | 

He promiſed me every alleviation, and I gave 
him my word of honour I would never more at- 
tempt to eſcape, while he remained governor. 
The manner in which I ſpoke enforced conviction, 
and it was then that he ordered my neck-collar to 
be taken off, my window to be uncloſed, my doors 
every day to be left two hours open, a ſtove, which 
I might light myſelf, to be put into my dungeon, 
finer linen for my ſhirts, and paper to amuſe myſelf, 
by writing down my thoughts. The ſheets of pa- 
per were to. be numbered, when given, and when 
returned, by the town- major, that I might not abuſe 
this liberty. | | 
Ink was not allowed me, I, therefore, pricked 
my finger, ſuffered the blood to trickle into a pot, 
and, when coagulated, warmed it again in my 
hand, throwing away the fibrous parts, that would 
not liquefy; by this means, I procured a ſucteda- 
neum for ink, both to write and draw. 125 

I now buſied myſelf with engraving my cups, 
and verſifying. I had free opportunity to diſplay 
ſuch abilities as-I poſſeſſed, to excite eſteem, and 
awaken compaſſion. My emulation was increaſed, 
by the knowledge that my productions were ſeen, 
and read, at courts, and that the Frinceſs Amelia, 
and the om herſelf, teſtified their ſatisfaction. 
I had ſoon ſubjects lent me; and the wretch whom 
the King intended to immure and bury alive, 
whoſe name no man was to memion, never lived 
to better purpoſe, nor was more famous, than 
while he vented his groans in this dungeon. My 
writings produced their effect, and in reality, re- 
gained my freedom. To my cultivation of the 
iciences, and preſence of mind in danger, am I in- 
debted for all: theſe could not all the power of 
Frederic deprive me of; by theſe I obtained that 
| which 


| ( 17 ) 
which he, in his wrath, and the might of his de- 


ſpotiſm, had intended to take from me eternally! 


Yes! this liberty I procured, though he had conti- 


nually anſwered all petitions in my behalf—* He 


is a dangerous man; and fo Hag as I have lite, 
© hefſhall never ſee the light!” Vet have I ſeen it, 
as broadly as himfelf, during his life: after his 
death, I have ſeen it without revenging myſelf, 


otherwiſe than by 'proving my innocence, and vir- 


tue, to a monarch, who oppreſſed becauſe he knew 
me not, becauſe he would not recal the haſty ſen- 
tence of anger, or own it was poſſible he might be 


miſtaken. No! In my writings I have fought only. 


to appeaſe him, to juſtify, and prove, the greatneſs 


of his foul! He died convince1 of my integrity, 


yet, without affording me retribution! Perhaps, he 
recollected my ſufferings, and knew retribution. wag 
impoſſible. 'Enough? If fo it can be, peace be io 


his aſhes ! Man is formed by misfortune ; virtue is 
active in adverſity. Perhaps, had 1 lived in unin- 


terrupted happineſs, poſterity would have heard lit- 
tle of my name. It is indifferent to me, that the 
companions of my youth have their ears gratified, 


delighted, with the titles of General! Field-Mar- 


ſhal! I have learned to live without ſuch additions. 


I am known in my works. Hence, has it often 
been aſked, why is not he, alſo, a miniſter, or a 


General. Bleſſed Content! Thee have I learned to 
taſte, unalloyed by pride! Repoſe, thrice bleſſed ! 
Thee do I enjoy, in the haven of the wile, after 
ſtorms and horrors paſt May my hiſtory, my ex- 
ample, conſole the afflicted, ſtrike terror to the 
guilty, bridle youth's impetuoſity, and inſpire the 
1uffering with fortitude! | 

return to my dungeon. Here, after my laſt 


conference with the Landgrave, | waited my coming 
fate, with a mind more at eaſe than that of many 


* 


a a prince in his palace. My dawn of hope, daily, 
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to have met with a prince, who thought, and felt 


like a man. 


He promiſed me every alleviation, and I gave 
him my word of honour I would never more at- 
tempt to eſcape, while he remained governor. 
The manner in which I ſpoke enforced conviction, 
and it was then that he ordered my neck-collar to 
be taken off, my window to be uncloſed, my doors 
every day to be left two hours open, a ſtove, which 
I might light myſelf, to be put into my dungeon, 
finer linen for my ſhirts, and paper to amuſe myſelf, 
by writing down my thoughts. The ſheets of pa- 

er were to. be numbered, when given, and when 


returned, by the town- major, that I might not abuſe 


this liberty. | 
Ink was not allowed me, I, therefore, pricked 


my finger, ſuffered the blood to trickle into a pot, 


and, when coagulated, warmed it again in my 
hand, throwing away the fibrous parts, that would 
not liquefy; by this means, I procured a ſucceda- 
neum for ink, both to write and draw. | 

I now buſied myſelf with engraving my cups, 
and verſifying. I had free oppurtunity to diſplay 
ſuch abilities as J poſſeſſed, to excite eſteem, and 
awaken compaſſion. My emulation was increaſed, 
by the knowledge that my productions were ſeen, 
and read, at courts, and that the }rinceſs Amelia, 


and the Queen herſelf, teſtified their ſatisfaction. 


I had ſoon ſubjects lent me; and the wretch whom 
the King intended to immure and bury alive, 
whoſe name no man was to memion, never lived 
to better purpole, nor was more famous, than 
while he vented his croans in this dungeon. My 
writings produced their effect, and in reality, re- 
gained my freedom. To my cultivation of the 
iciences, and preſence of mind in danger, am I in- 
debted for all: theſe could not all the power of 
Frederic deprive me of; by theſe I obtained that 

which 


| ( 17 ) 
which he, in his wrath, and the might of his de- 
ſpotiſm, had intended to take from me eternally ! 


Yes! this. liberty I procured, though he had conti- 


nually anſwered all petitions in my behalf“ He 
is a dangerous man; and fo lang as J have lite, 
*© he ſhall never ſee the light? Vet have I ſeen it, 
as broadly as himſelf, during his life: after his 
death, I have ſeen it without revenging myſelf, 


otherwiſe than by proving my innocence, and vir- 


tue, to a monarch, -who oppreſſed becauſe he knew 
me not, becauſe he would not recal the haſty ſen- 
tence of anger, or own it was poſſible he might be 


miſtaken. No! In my writings I have ſought only 


to appeaſe him, to juſtify, and prove, the greatneſs 
of his foul! He died convince! of my integrity, 
yet, without affording me retribution! Perhaps, he 
recollected my ſufferings, and knew retribution wag 
impoſſible. Enough! If fo it can be, peace be io 
his aſhes! Man is formed by misfortune ; virtue is 


active in adverſity. Perhaps, had I lived in unin- 


terrupted happineſs, poſterity would have heard lit- 
tle of my name. It is indifferent to me, that the 
companions of my youth have their ears gratified, 
delighted, with the titles of General ! Field-Mar- 
ſhal! I have learned to live without ſuch additions. 
I am known in my works. Hence, has it often 
been aſked, why is not he, alſo, a miniſter, or a 
General. Bleſſed Content! Thee have I learned to 
taſte, unalloyed by pride! Repoſe, thrice bleſſed ! 
Thee do [| enjoy, in the haven of the wiſe, after 
ſtorms and horrors paſt !—May my hiſtory, my ex- 
ample, conſole the afflicted, ſtrike terror to the 
18 5 bridle youth's impetuoſity, and inſpire the 
ſuffering with Portitude | | 

1 return to my dungeon. Here, after my laſt 
conference with the Landgrave, | waited my coming 
fate, with a mind more at eaſe than that of many 
a a prince in his palace My dawn of hope, daily, 

Vol. II. 9 C grew 


0 
© +& — ned 1 
2 PLA. — 
EE Ie 


. 
„ —— „ - eg eff Ss Ode rm—_ *_ 
DS. 7F 


: 
5 . 
ö 
" 4 
© B 
1 
_ . 
: 4 G 
G * 
1 
1 
1 
> 
: Wn 
x43 
3 
9 "8 
= 
= 
: 
1 jc 
1 
1 b 
| 
1 
9 
1 
1 : 


* 
SY J —ä—— — Ut oe 
— — — * r 
8 — ——= - —— 
2 * — * — 1 5 
> 2 
= — — 2 


— 


* ” - "— 
—_ * oe: Y. * 


2 62S 3 — 


— 


—— 


- To a. EN 
r 
3 2 - ” 

— A _ 


on. 


grew more bright, The newſpapers, they brought 
me, foretold approaching peace, on which all my 
dependance was placed, and I paſſed eighteen 
months calmly, and without further attempt. 

The father of the Landgrave died ; he had, till 
then, been only hereditary prince; and Magde- 
burg now loſt its noble governor. The key 
Reichmann, however, teſtified for me all compal- 
ſion and eſteem ; I had books, my time was employ- 
ed, and, therefore, ſtole, unperceived, away. Im- 
priſonment, and chains, io me, were become habi- 
tual, and freedom, in all her lovely forms, ſleep- 
ing, and awake, in hope approached. 

About this time, I wrote the poems, found in my 
works, called the Macedonian Hero; "the Dream 
Realized ; and the Fables continued in the firſt vo- 
lume, moſt of which have reference to myſelf. The 
moſt, and the beſt, of my poems, are now loft to 
me. lhe mind's ſenſibility, when the body is im- 
priſoned, is ſtrongly rouzed, nor can all the aids of 
the library equal this advantage. Perhaps, I may 
recover ſome of them in Berlin : if ſo, the world 
may learn what my thoughts then were, When [ 
was ſet at liberty, I had none but ſuch as I remem- 
bered, and theſe I committed to writing, On m 
firſt perſonal viſit to the Landgrave of Heſſe- Caſſel, 
I reccived a volume of them, written in my own 


blood; but there were certainly eight of theſe, 


which 1 ſhall ſcarcely ever regain. 
The death of Elizabeth, the depoſing of Peter 

III. and the acceſſion of Catherine II. produced 

peace. On. the receipt of this intelligence, I en- 


_ Ceavoured to provide for all poſſible contingencies. 


Ihe worthy Captain K— had opened me a correſ— 
pondence with Vienna; 1 was aſſured of ſupport; 
but was, likewile, aſlured the adminiſtrators, and 
thoſe who poſſeſſed my eſtates, would throw every 


pollible impediment in the way. of freedom. I en- 


deavoured 


( 19 ] 
deavoured to perſuade another oflicer to aid my eſ- 
cape, but in vain: no ſecond Schell was to be 
found. The will conſented, but the heart recoiled. 

I. therefore, opened my old hole, and my 
friends aſſiſted me, all in their power, further to diſ- 
embarraſs myſelt of ſand. My money melted 
away, but they provided me with tools, gunpow- 
der, and a good ſword. I had remained fo long 
quiet that my flooring was n more examined. 

My intent was to wait the peace, and, ſhould I 
ſtill continue in chains, then would | have my ſub- 
terrancan paſſage to the rampart ready for eſcape. 
For my further ſ=curity, an old lieutenant had, 
with my money, purchaſed a houſe in the ſuburbs, 
where | might lie concealed. Gummern, in Saxony, 
is two miles from Magdeburg: here a friend, with 
two good horſes, was to wait a whole year, to ride 
on the glacis of Kloſterbergep, on the firſt, and fif- 
teenth of cach month, and, at a given ſignal, to 
haften to my affiſtance. 

My paſſage was to be ready in caſe of an emergen- 
cy : I, therefore, removed the upper plankivg, broke 
up the two under-beds, cut the boards into chips, 
and burnt them in my flove. By this I obtained ſo 
much additional room as to proceed half way with 
my mine. Linen again was brought me, ſand-bags 
made, and thus I ſucceſsfully to all but 
the laſt operation. Every thing was afterward ſo 
well cloſed, and concealed, that I had nothing to 
fear from the narroweſt inſpection, ſufficient of the 


under flooring being left to ſupport the upper, and 


it appeared doubly nailed, as before, to avoid ſuſ- 
picion, eſpecially as the new come garriſon could 
not know what was the original length of the planks. 

This ſevere labour reduced me again to a very 
fecble ſtate of body; and, by the return of the re- 
ie J, in a moment was deprived of all my 
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I muſt, in this place, relate a dreadful accident, 
which I cannot, even now remember, without 
ſhuddering, and the terror of which has often 
haunted my very dreams. | 

While mining under the foundation of the ram- 
part, juſt as I was going to carry out the ſand- bag, 
I ſtruck my foot againſt a ſtone in the wall above, 
which fell down and cloſed up the paſſage. 

What was my horror, to find myſelf thus bu- 
ried alive! After a ſhort time for reflection, I be- 
gan to work the ſand away from the ſide, that I 
might obtain room to turn round. By good for- 
tune, there were ſome feet of empty ſpace, into 
which I threw the ſand as I worked it away; but 
the ſmall quantity of air ſoon- made it ſo foul that I, 
a thouſand times, wiſhed myſelf dead, and made 
ſeveral attempts to ſtrangle myſelf. Further labour 
began to ſeem impoſſible, Thirſt almoſt deprived 
me of my ſenſes, but, as often as I put my mouth to 
the ſand, I inhaled freſh air. My fufferings were 
incredible, and, I imagine, I paſſed full eight hours 
in this diſtraction of horror. Of all dreadful 
deaths, ſurely ſuch a death as this is the moſt dread- 
ful. My ſpirits fainted ; again I ſomewhat reco- 
vered, again I began to labour, but the earth was 
as hs as my chin, and I had no more ſpace, into 
which 1 might throw the ſand, that I might turn 
round. I made a more deſperate effort, drew my 
body into a ball, and turned round; I now faced 
the ſtone, which was as wide as the whole paſlage, 
but, there being an opening at the top, I reſpited 
freſher air. My next labour was to root away the 
{and under the ſtone, and let it ſink, ſo that J might 
creep, over, and, by this means, at lengtly, I once 
more happily arrived in my dungeon. 

The morning was advanced; I fat myſelf down 
ſo exhauſted that I ſuppoſed it was impoſſible I had 
time, or ſtrength, to cover up and conceal my 17 05 

N After 
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After half an hour's reſt, however, my fortitude re- 
turned; again I went to work, and ſcarcely had 
I ended, before the reſounding locks and bolts told 
the approach of my viſitors. | 
They found me pale as death: I complained of 
the head-ache, and continued ſome days ſo much at- 
feed, by the fatigue I had ſuſtained, that I began 
to imagine my lungs were impaired. After a time, 
health and ſtrength returned, but, perhaps, of all 
my nights of horror, this was the moſt horrible. 

I long repeatedly dreamed I was buried alive in 
the ceptre of the earth; and now, though three and 
twenty years are elapſed, my ſleep is ſtill haunted 
by this-viſion. | EDIT, 
After this accident, whenever I worked in my 
cavity; I hung a knife round my neck, that, in 
caſe J ſhould be again ſo incloſed, I might ſhorten 
my miſeries. Qyer the ſtone that had fallen were 
ſeveral others that hung tottering, under which I 
Was, ſeyeral hundred times, obliged to creep. No- 
thing could deter me from endeayouring to obtain 
JJ : 
When my paſſage was ready, ſo that I could 
break out when I pleaſed, I wrote various letters to 
my friends at Vienna, and alſo an impaſſioned me- 
morial to my ſovereign. When. the militia left 
Magdeburg, and the regulars returned, I took an 
affecting leave of my friends, who had behaved to 
me with ſo much humanity, and ſo benevolently 
ſupplied my wants——Several weeks elapſed before 
they departed, and I learned that General Riedt was 
appointed ambaſſador from Vienna to Berlin. 

I had ſcen the world; 1 knew this General was 
not ayerſe to a bribe; I wrote him a moving leiter, 
conjuring him not to abandon me, and to act with 
perhaps more ardour in my behalf than his inſtruc- 
tions might imply. I incloſed a draft, for fix 
thouſand florins, on my effects at Vienna, and he 

Es, received 


( 22 ) 
received four thouſand more from one of my relati- 
ons. | have to thank thefe ten thouſand florins 
for my frecdom, which 1 obtained nine months 
after. My vouchers ſhew the fix thouſand florins 
were paid in April 1763, to the order of General 
Riedt. The other four thouſand 1 thankfully re- 
paid, when at liberty, to my friend. 

I received intelligence, before the garriſon de- 
parted, that no ſtipulation had been made, on my 
behalf, at the peace of Hubertſberg.* The Vien- 
na plenipotentiarics, after, and not before, the ar- 
ticles were ſigned, mentioned Ny to Hertz- 
berg, but with little earneſtneſs of ſolicitation, 
From Berlin, indeed, I received private aſſurances 
of every effort being made to move Frederic, a 
promiſe on which I could mueh better rely than. on 
my protectors at Vienna, who ſo many years had 
left me in misfortune. I, therefore, determin- 
ed to wait three months longer, and, ſhould I 
ſtill find myſelt neglected, to owe my eſcape to 
myfeilk. ee e e eee 

On the change of the garriſon, the officers being 
all of the nobility, were much more difficult to gain 
than the former. The majors literally obeyed their 
orders; their help was unneceſſary; but ſtill J ſigh- 
ed for old friends. 1 had only ammunition bread 
again for food, as no one ſupplied me with the leaſt 
Mos W ⁵— ¼ 

My time hung very heavy; every thing was 
carefully examined on the change of the garriſon 
A ſtill ſtricter ſcrutiny might occur, and all my 
projects be diſcovered. This had nearly been ef- 
fected by accident, as I ſhall here relate I had, 
two years before, ſo tamed a mouſe that it would 

1 | ee Sa 


o The releaſe of Trenck was ſo feebly mentioned, by the 
Auſtrian plenipotentiary, that Hertzberg, the Pruſſian miniſter, 
took not the leaſt notice of the affair. T. | 


6 
play round me, and eat from my mouth: in this 
{mall animal I diſcovered proofs of intelligence too 
great to eaſily gain belief: were I to write them, 
prieſts would rail, monks grumble, and ſuch philo- 
ſophers as ſuppoſe man alone endowed with the 
power of thought, allowing nothing, but what 
they call inſtinct, to animals, would proclaim me 
a fabulous writer, and my opinions heretodox to 
what they ſuppoſe found 3 Should J live 
perhaps, I may hereafter publiſh an eſſay on this ſub- 
ject, in which, this my mouſe, and a ſpider, will 
appear as remarkable characters. | 

This intelligent mouſe had nearly been my ruin. 
I had diverted myſelf with it during the night; it 
had been nibbling at my door, and capering on a 
trencher. The centinels happening . to hear our 
amuſement called the officers; they heard alſo, and 
added all was not right 'in my dungeon. At day- 
break; my doors reſounded; the town major, a ſmith, 
and maſon entered: ſtrict ſearch was begun; flooring, 
walls, chains, and my own perſon, were all ſcruti- 
nized, but in vain. They aſked what was the noiſe 
they had heard; I mentioned the mouſe, whifſtled, 
and it came and jumped upon my ſhoulder. Orders 
were given I ſhould be deprived of its ſociety; [ 
earneſtly entreated they would ſpare its life. The 
officer on guard gave me his word of honour, he 
would preſent it to a lady, who would treat it with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs. + 
He took it away, turned it looſe in the guard 
room, but it was tame to me alone, and ſought a 
hiding place. It had fled to my. priſon door, and, 
at the hour of viſitation, ran into my dungeon, 
immediately teſtifying its joy by its antic leaping 
between my legs. It is worthy remark that it had 
been taken away blindfold, that is to ſay, wrapped: 
in a handkerchief. The guard-room was a hundred 
paces from my dungeon, How then did it find its 
| maſter ? 
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maſter? Did it know, or did it wait for, the hour 
of viſitation ? Had it remarked the doors were daily 
opened ? 
All were deſirous of obtaining this mouſe, but 
the major carried it off for his lady; ſhe put it into 
a cage, where it pined, refuſed all ſuſtenance, and, in 
a4 few days was found dead. 

The loſs of this little companion made me, for 
ſome time quite melancholy, yet, on the laſt examina- 
tion, 1 perceived it had ſo eaten away the bread, 
by which 1 had concealed the crevices, I had made 
in cutting the floor, that the examiners muſt be all 
but blind not to diſcover them. I was convinced my 
faithful little friend had fallen a neceſſary victim to 
its maſter's ſafety. My keepers were perſuaded I had 
neither the will nor the power to make further at- 
tempts at freedom. This accident, however, deter- 
mined me not to wait even the three months. 

1 have already related horſes were to be kept 
ready, on the firſt and fifteenth, and I only ſuffer- 
ed the firſt of Auguſt to paſs, becauſe I would not 
jure the worthy. Major Pſuhl, who had treated 
me with more compaſſion than his comrades, and 
whoſe day of viſitation it was. On the fifteenth I 
determined to fly. This reſolution formed, I waited 
in anxious ex pectation of the day when a new, and 
again moſt remarkable ſucceſſion of accidents hap- 

ened. | 3 
F An alarm of fire had obliged the major of the 
day to repair in haſte to the town; he, therefore, 
committed the keys to the lieutenant. The latter, 
coming to viſit me, with a look of compaſſion, 
aſked “ Lear Trenck, have you never, during 
tt ſeven years that you have been under the guard 
„ of the militia, found a man like Schell ?”- 
« Alas fir,” anſwered I, © ſuch friends are indeed 
it fate; the will of many has been good: each 
# knew 1 could make his fortune, but note had 
95 | courage 


(28-3 


% courage enough for ſo deſperate an attempt! 
« Money I have diſtributed freely, but have receiy- 
« ed little help.“ 1 | 

% Money ! how do you obtain money in this 
% dungeon? “ From a ſecret correſpondent at 
« Vienna, by whom I am ſtill ſupplied. It I can 
« ſerve you command me: I will do it willingly, 
« without aſking any return.“ So ſaying I im- 
mediately took fifty ducats from between the pan- 
nels, and gave them to the lieutenant. At firſt he 
refuſed, but, at length, accepted them with fear. 
—He left me, promiſed to return, pretended. to ſhut 
the door, and kept his word. He now avowed debt 
obliged him to deſert, that this had long been his de- 


termination, and that, could he aſſiſt me, at the ſame 


time, he was ready and willing. I had only to ſhow 
how this might be effected. 

We continued two hours in conference; a plan 
was ſoon formed, approved, and almoſt a certain- 
ty of fuccefs demonſtrated; eſpecially, when 1 
told him 1 had two horſes in waiting. We vowed 
eternal friendſhip, 1 gave him fifty additional du- 


cats, and he had never before been ſo rich; his 


whole debts which would oblige him to deſert, 


not amounting to more than two hundred rix-dollars, 


which, however, he never could have diſcharged out 
of his pay. 


He was to prepare four keys, that were to re- 


ſemble rhofe of my dungeon ; the latter were to be 
exchanged on the day of flight, being kept in 
the guard-room while the major was with Genera! 
Walrabe. He was to give the. grenadiers on guard 
leave of abſence for ſome hours, or ſend them into 
the town on various pretences. The centinels at 
the gate he was to call from their duty, and thoſe 
placed over me were to be ſent iato my dungeon, to 
take away my bed; while encumbered with this, 1 
was'to ſpring out, and lock them in, after which 

we 
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we were to mount. our horſes, kept ready, and 
ride full ſpeed to Gummern. Every thing was 
to be prepared within a week, when he was 
again to mount guard. We had ſcarcely fully 
formed our project before the centinels called, the 
major was coming; he, accordingly haſtily barred 
up the doors, and the major paſſed to General 
Walrabe. | 

No man now was happier than myſelf, in a dun- 
geon though I was: my hopes of eſcape were triple; 
the mediation at Berlin, the mine I had made, and 
my new friend, the lieutenant. * 

Intoxicated with hope and joy, then, when moſt 
my mind ought to have beeen cool and clear, I ſeein- 
ed to have loſt my underſtanding. I came to a re- 
folution which will appear, to every reaſonable 
man, extravagant, abſurd,' pitiable. I was vain 
enough, ſiupid enqugh, mad enough; to form the 
deſign of caſting myiel on the generoſity and mag- 
nanimity of the Great Frederick /—Should this fail, I 
ſtill thought my lieutenant a certain ſaviour. 

Having heated my imagination with this lamentable 
icheme, I expected the hour of viſitation with anxie- 
ty. The major entered ; I beſpoke him thus : 

«© I know, fir, the great Prince Ferdinand is again 
in Magdeburg.” (My new friend had told me 
this.) „Be plcafed to inform him that he may 
** firſt examine my priſon double the centinels, 
« and aſterward give me his commands, ſtating at 
What hour it will pleaſe him I ſhould make my 
appearance, in perfect freedom, on the glacis of 
Kloſterbergen. If 1 prove myſelf capable of 
this, I then hope for the protection of Prince 
Ferdinand; and that he will relate my proceed- 
ing tothe King, who. may thereby be convinced 
* of my innocence, and the perfect clearneſs of my 


The 
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The major was aſtoniſhed ; ſuppoſed my brain 
turned. The propoſal he held to be ridiculous, 
and the performance impoſſible. I, however per- 
ſiſted ; he rode to town, and returned with the 
ſub-governor, Reichmann ; the town-major, Rid- 
ing; and the major of inſpection. The anſwer 
they delivered was—That the Prince promiſed me 
his protection, the King's favour, and a certain re- 
leaſe from my chains, ſhould I prove the truth of 
my aſſertion. I required they would appoint a 
time ; they ridiculed the thing as impoſſible, and, 
at laſt, ſaid that it would be ſufficient could I only 
prove the practicability of ſuch a ſcheme ; but, 
ſhould | refufe, they would immediately break up 
the whole flooring, and place centinels in my dun- 
geon night and day; adding the governor would 
not admit of any actual breaking out. $6 
After the moſt ſolemn promiſes of good faith, I 
immediately diſencumbered myſelf of my chains, 
raiſed up my flooring, gave them my arms and im- 
plements, and alſo two keys, that my friend had 
procured me, to the doors of the ſubterrancous gal- 
lery. This gallery I defired them to enter, and 
ſound, with their ſword-hilts at the place through 
which I was to break, which might be done in a 
few minutes. I further deſcribed the road I was to 
take through the gallery, informed them that two 
of the doors had not been ſhut for ſix months, and 
to the others they already had the keys ; adding, I 
had horſes ready at the glacis, that would be im- 
mediately ready; the ſtables for which were un- 
known to them. Tn 

They wen, examined, returned, put queſtions, 
which Ianſwered, with as much preciſion as the 
engineer could have done who built the Star-Fort. 
1hey left me with ſeeming friendſhip, continued 
away about an hour, came back, told me the prince 
was aſtoniſhed at what he had heard, that he _ 
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ed me all happineſs, and then took me, unfettered, 
to the guard-houſs, The major came in the even- 
ing, treated us with a fumptuous ſupper, aſſured 
me every thing would happen to my wiſhes, and 
that Prince Ferdinand had already written to Ber- 
lin. 

The guard was reinforced next day: two grena- 
diers entered the officer's room as centinels. The 
whole guard loaded with ball before my eyes, the 
draw-bridges were raiſed in open day, and pre- 
cautions were taken as if it were ſuppoſed I intend- 
ed to make attemps as deſperate as thoſe I had 
made at Glatz. | 
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but with links twice as ſtrong as formerly; the re- 
mainder of my 1rons were never after added. 
lnſtead of flooring, the dungeon was paved with 
huge flag ſtones. The priſon was made impenetra- 
ble. That part of my money only was ſaved which 
I had concealed in the pannels of the door, and 
the chimney of the ſtove ; fome thirty louis-d'ors, 
hidden about my clothes, were taken from me. 
While the ſmith was rivetting my chains, I ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to the ſub-governor. Is this the 
*« conſequence of the pledged honour of the 
% Prince? Has the magnanimity of my conduct 
«* deſerved ſuch treatment? But think not you 
« deceive me, I am acquainted with the falſe re- 


ports that have been ſpread ; the truth will ſoon - 


come to light, and the unworthy be put to ſhame. 
% Nay, I now foretell you, Trenck ſhall not be 
* much longer in your power; for, were you to 
* build your dungeon of ſteel, it would ftifl be in- 
« ſufficient to contain me. 

They ſmiled at my threats. Reichmann, hows» 
ever deſired me to take courage, and ſaid I might, 
probably ſoon obtain my freedom after a proper 
manner. My firm reliance on my friend, the lieu- 
tenant, gave me, inſtead of appearing ſunken and 
deſpondent, a degree of confidence that amazed 
them all. | | 

It is here neceſſary farther to explain this affair. 
When 1 had obtained my liberty, I viſited Prince 
Ferdinand, at Brunſwic. He informed me the ma- 
jors had not made a true report, being afraid of re- 
primand for their own careleſſneſs. Their ftory 
Was, they had caught me at work, and, had it not 
been for their extreme diligence, I ſhould, cer- 
tainly have 'made my eſcape. Prince Ferdinand 
heard the truth ſome time after, and informed the 


King, who, from that time, only waited a favour- 


able opportunity to reſtore me to liberty. 
5 Such 


— . 
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Such is the way of the world! Such the man- 
ner in which the moſt generous, the moſt noble, 
acts are often painted: I was, in this eaſe, the 
filly ſacrifice of my own vanity. Thoſe who guar- 
ded me were aſhamed of their neglect, and, to 
avoid reprimand, which would not effentially have 
injured any of them, was I again led to my flaugh- 
ter-houſe. Such has been the iſſue, through life, 
of many noble undertakings; where others have 
taken advantage of my too great (openneſs of 
heart, and procured reward. to themſelyes by my 
labours. : | 
Once more was I immured, curſing in my heart 
the cruelties of Kings and governors: this time, 
however, they were innocent becauſe deceived, 

_ I waited in anxious hope for the day when my 
deliverer was to mount guard. What again was 
my deſpair when, inſtead of him, I ſaw another 
lieutenant. I buoyed myſelf up with the expectati- 
on that accident was the occaſion of this, but I. 
remained three weeks in the ſame ſupence, and 
ſaw him no more. Aſk I durſt not, but heard, at 
length, he had left the corps of grenadiers, and, 
therefore, was no longer to mount guard at the 
Star-Fort. Whether he was afraid, repented his 
engagement, or that the hundred ducats had pro- 


_ cured him better proſpects, I neither know, nor 


ever wiſh to know. Should he ever read this book, 
and ſhould he really have deceived me, let him alſo 
read that he has my hearty forgiveneſs, and that J 
applaud myſelf for. never having faid any thing 
by which he might be injured. Others, perhaps, 
being thus deſerted by him in misfortune, after ſo 
many proteſtations, and condeſcending to receive 
money, would have been more revengeful. He 
might, having paid his debts, repent his promiſe; 
he might have truſted another friend with the en- 
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terpriſe, and have been himſelf betrayed : but, be it 
as it may, his abſence cut off all hope. 


I bitterly now repented my folly and untimely 


vanity : melancholy ſeized my mind ; I had 
brought my misfortunes on myſelf. When I had 
removed every impediment, the confidence I pla- 
ced in the honour of man again plunged me near 
ſix months longer in affliction, doubled by deſpair. 
I had myſelf rendered my dungeon impenetrable. 


Death would have followed but for the dependence 1 


placed in the court of Vienna. 

The officers ſoon remarked the loſs of my accuſ- 
tomed fortitude, and gloomy thoughtfulneſs. I 
was leſs induſtrious on my cups ; the verſes I wrote 
were deſponding. The only comfort they could 


give was, Patience, dear Trenck ; your condi- 
* tion cannot be worſe ; the King may not live 
« for ever.” Small conſolation this. Were I ſick, 


they told me I then might hope my ſufferings would 
ſoon have an end. If I recovered they pitied me, 


and lamented their continuance. What man of 


my rank and expectations ever endured what I have 


endured, ever was treated as I have been treat- 
ed! 


Peace had been concluded nine months. I Was 


forgotten. At laſt, however, when I ſuppoſed all 
hope loſt, the 24th of December, and the day of 
freedom, came ! At the hour of parade Count Schlie- 
ben, lieutenant of the guards arrived, and brought 
orders for my releaſe ! | 

The ſub-governor ſuppoſed me weaker in intel- 
lect than I really was, and would not too ſuddenly 


tell me theſe happy tidings. He knew aot the pre- 


ſence of mind, the fortitude, which the various 
dangers I had ſeen had made habitual. Self-praiſe 
offends; yet never was I too much elated in proſ- 
perity, depreſſed in adverſity; never timid or un- 


determined in the moment of danger; and for the 


truth 
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truth of this, I appeal to all who have known me 
4 i-th or been acquainted with thoſe who 

ve ſeen me in ſvch ſituations. 3 
My doors, for the LAST Time, refounded ! Se- 
. veral people entered; their countenances were 
more than uſually cheerful, and the ſub-governor 
at their head, at length, ſaid, This time, my 
*« dear Trenck, I am the joyful meſſenger of good 
* news. Prince Ferdinand has prevailed on the 
King to let your irons be taken off Accord- 
ingly to work went the ſmith——< You ſhall, al- 
* ſo,” continued he, have a better apartment.” 
«© I am free then,” ſaid I, and you are afraid to 
tell me ſo too ſuddenly. Speak! fear not! I can 
« moderate my tranſports.” 80 

Then you are free!“ was the repl7). 

The ſub-governor firſt embraced me, and after- 
ward his attendants. | 

He aſked me what clothes I would wiſh. I an- 
ſwered the uniform of my regiment. The taylor 
attended, and took meaſure. Reichmann told 
him it muſt be made by the morning. The man 
excuſed himſelf becauſe it was Chriſtmas eve 
« ſo then this gentleman muſt remain in his dun- 
«« peon, becauſe it is holiday with you.” The 
taylor was anſwered, and promiſed-to be ready. 

The ſmith having ended his work, I was taken 
to the guard-room : congratulations were univerſal, 
and the town-major adminiſtered the oath cuſtoma- 
ry to all ſtate priſoners, | of 

ift. That I ſhould avenge myſelf on no 
man. 

2ndly. That I ſhould neither enter the Prufhan 
nor Saxon ſtates. 8 Wh 
Zaly. That I ſhould never relate, by ſpeech, or 
in writing what had happened to me. * 

hly. And that, ſo long as the King ods £4 
— mould 
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Mould neither ſerve in a civil nor military capaci- 
ty. 
Count Schlieben delivered me a letter from the 
imperial miniſter, * General Riedt, in Berlin, to the 
following pu: port : that he was heartily rejoiced at 
having found an opportunity of obtaining my libers» 
ty from the King; that I muſt cheerfully obey the 
requiſitions of Count Schlieben, whoſe orders were 
to accompany me to Prague. obs 
Tes, dear Trenck,” {aid Schlieben,“ I am to 
conduct you in a covered waggon through Dreſ- 
* den to Prague, with orders not to ſuffer you to 
„ {peak to any one on the road. I have received 
* three hundred ducats from General Reidt, to 
« defray the expence of travelling. A waggon 
* muſt be purchaſed ; but, as all things cannot be 
prepared to-day, the ſub-governor has determin- 
„ed we (hall depart to-morrow night“. 
Having joy fully acquicſced, Count Schlieben re- 
mained with me; others, after a ſhort conver- 
ſation returned to the town, and I denied, in com- 
pany with the major of the day and the officers 
on guard, with General Walrabe in his priſon. 
Here this gentleman died in 1774, having remain- 
ed at Magdeburg eight aud twenty years, His con- 
finement, however, was both delerved and rendered 
ſu pportable. | | | 7 
Once more at liberty, I waiked about the fortifi- 
catiuns, to accuſtom myſelf to light and air, and 
collected the money I had concealed in my dun- 
geon, which amounted 10 about leventy ducats. 
To every man on guard I gave a ducat, to the cen- 
tinels then on duty over me cach three, aud ten du- 
cats to be divided among the relict-guard, I ſent 
the officer on guard a preſent from Prague, aud 
the remainder of my money | beſtowed on the wi- 
dow of the kind, the honeſt, the worthy Gefhardt. 
He, poor fellow, was no more, and ſhe had en- 
Vo. II. D truſted 
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| truſted the ſecret of the thouſand florins to a young 
© ſoldier, who, ſpending too freely, was ſuſpected, 
betrayed her, and ſhe paſſed two years in the houſe 
of correction. Gefhardt never received any pu- 
niſhment : he was killed in the field. Had he left 
any children, I ſhould, in duty, have provided for 
them. To the widow of the man who hung him- 
ſelf before my priſon door, in the year 1756, I 

gave thirty ducats, lent me by Schlieben. 

' The night was riotous, the guard made merry, 
and I paſſed moſt of it in their company. I was viſi- 
ted by all the generals of the garriſon on Chriſtmas 
morning, for I was not allowed to enter the town. 
Boots, uniform, all were ready by noon, I was 

1 drxeſſed, viewed myſelf in the glaſs, and found 
by _ pleaſure; but the tumult of my own paſſions, the 
4 congratulations I received, and the vivacity of eve- 
1 ry thing round me, prevented my. remembering in- 


. - 


cidents minutely. g 1 
How much room for reflection did this ſcene af. 
ford! My intrinſic worth then and twenty-four 
hours — when in priſon, was the ſame; yet, 
how wonderful an alteration in the carriage and 
countenance of thoſe by whom I had been ſo ſtrict- 
ly guarded ! I was treated with friendſhip, diſtinc- 
tion, attention, and flattery. And why ? Becauſe 
_ thoſe fetters had dropt off which I had never juſlly 
borne. Oh World! what art thou? What, indeed, 
in deſpotic ſtates! What is merit, what virtue, 
where arbitrary power diſpoſes of the fate of 
men ? ; | - iþ 5 | 
Evening came, and with it Count Schlieben, a 
waggon, and four poſt-horſes. After a very affect- 
ing farewell, we departed. Who could: have per- 
ſuaded me I ſhould have ſhed tears at leaving Mag- 
_ deburg? Yet tears I actually did ſhed. It ſeems 
equally ſtrange that l lived here ten years, yet never 
ſaw the town. g : 1 A 
1 ſhall 
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I ſhall not weary the reader's patjence with the 
frivial incidents of our journey, The exact dura- 
tion of my impriſonment at. Magdeburg was nine 
years, five months, and ſome days ; add to theſe 
the ſeventeen months impriſonment at Glatz, and 
the amount is eleven years. Thus did the prime 
of life, the brighteſt hours in the day of mau, paſs 
in impriſonment. Thus was 1 robbed of time, 
which monarchs have not the power to reſtore ; 
thus too, was my body weakened, thus my health 
impaired, fo that now in my decline of life, a fe» 


.cond time, I ſuffer in the gloom. the damp, and 


on 
” 
— 
* 
„ 


: 


* 


Curators. | 


the chains of the dungeon of Magdeburg. 

The reader- would now hope, having obtained 
my freedom, that my calamitics were all at an end; 
yet do I declare, upon my honour, I would prefer 
the ſufferings of the Star-Fort, to thoſe Thaye ſince 
endured in Auſtria, eſpecially the laſt ſix years, 


while Krügel, and Zetto, were my referendaries, and 


- 
— 


It may happen that I may publiſh another vo- 
lume, * in which 4 may more openly, and fully, re- 
late the misfortunes of two and twenty years, par- 
ticularly the laſt ſix, ſpent at Vienna. At this mo- 
ment, Lam obliged to be guarded in my expreſ- 
ſions.  Thave already, put my enemies to ſhame ; 
but the hope of juſtice, or reward, on this fide the 
grave, is vain. No rewards are beſtowed on him, 
who, with all the conſciouſneſs of integrity, de- 


mands, and does not implore. The facts, I ſhall 


relate, will, indeed, ſeem improbable, nay incre- 
dible, yet have I, in my own hands, the indiſputa- 
ble vouchers of the.r verity. I repeat the words 
r e 
_ 1 D 2 N 


* This other volume the Baron has publiſhed, It is the ſequel 
of the preſent tranſlation ; but it is neceſſary to preſerve this, and 
ſimilar paſſages, becauſe they contain circumſtances by which 
ſuſpenie is kept alive. T. | 
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If my right hand is guilty of writing untruths, 
« jn this book, may the common executioner ſever 
it from my body, and, in the memory of poſte- 
«& rity may I hve a villain.” 

Having thus called the reader's attention to its 
truths. I proceed with my hiſtory. 

On the ſecond of January, 1 arrived, with Count 
Schlieben, ſafely at Prague, and, the ſame day, 
he delivered me to the then governor, the duke of 
Deuxponts. He received me with kindneſs, and 
diſtinction: we dined with him two ſucceſſive days, 
and all Prague was anxious to ſee a man who had 
ſurmounted ren years of ſufferings, ſo unheard of 
as mine. Here I received three thouſand florins, 
and paid General Riedt his three hundred ducats, 
which he had advanced Count Schlieben, for the 
expences of my journey, the repayment of which 
he demanded, in his letter, although he had al- 
ready received ten thouſand florins. The expence 
of returning I alſo paid to Schlieben, made him a 
preſent, and provided myſelf with ſome neceſſaries. 
After remaining a few days at Prague, a courier 
arrived from Vienna, to whom, it is moſt worthy 
of remark, I was obliged to pay forty florins, with 
an order from government to bring me, under a 
ſtrong guard, from Prague to Vienna. My ſword 
was demanded ; Captain Count Wela, and two in- 
ferior officers entered the carriage, which I was 
obliged to pu:chaſe, in company with me, and 
brought me to Vienna I took up a thouſand flo- 
rins more, in Prague, to defray theſe expences, 
and was oblige, in Vienna, to pay the captain fifty 
ducats, for travelling charges back. 

At treatment like this, what were the ſenſations 
of my fu! 1 ought to have re-entered Vienna, in 
triumph, like the martyr of his country, baſten- 
ing 7 i-cetve his reward; 1, on the contrary, was 
brought back like a criminal, was ſent, as a pit- 

ſoner, 
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ſoner, to the barracks, there kept in the chamber 
of Lieutenant Blonker, with orders that I ſhould be 
ſuffered to write to no one, ſpeak to no one, witk- 
out a ticket from the counſellors Kempt or Huttner, 
Theſe good gemlemen, during my impriſonment, 
had been the adminiſtrators of my effects! 

So I remained fix weeks: at length, the colonel 
of the regiment of Poniatowſky, the preſent field- 
marſhal, Count Alton, ſpoke to me. I related what 
I ſuppoſed were the reaſons of my being thus kept 
a WE in Vienna; and to the exertions of this 
worthy man am I indebted that the abominable in- 
tentions of my enemies were fruſtrated, which were 
to have me impriſoned, during life, as inſane, in 
the fortreſs of Graiz. Had they once removed me 
from Vienna, all had been loſt, and 1 ſhould, cer- 
tainly, have pined away the poor remainder of 
my life, in a madhouſe. Yet, when at liberty, 
could I never obtain juſiice againſt theſe men! 
By their means, was the Empreſs perſuaded that my 
brain was affected, and that I, continually, uttered, 
the moſt violent threats againſt the King of Pruſſia. 
The election of a king of the Romans was then in 
agitation, and the court was apprehenſive leſt I, 
with a raſh deſire of vengeance, ſhould act ſome- 
thing, that might offend the Pruſſian envoy. Ge- 
neral Riedt had, moreover, been obliged to pro- 
miſe Frederic that 1 ſhould not be ſuttered to ap- 
pear in Vienna, and that they ſhould hold a moſt 
wary eye over me. The Empreſs-Queen felt com- 
paſſion for my ſuppoſed diſcaſe, aud afked if no aſ- 
ſiſtance could be afforded me; to which they an- 
ſwered, I had ſeveral times been let blood, but that 
I ſtill remained a very dangerous man. They added 
that I ſquandered my money ſtrangely, having ta- 
ken up, and diſperſed, four thouſand florins ia fix 
days, at Prague; that it would, therefore, be pro- 
per to appoint curators, or guardians, to impede 
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fuch extravagancies. Thus do the wicked utter 
their falſchoods! Thus do they cloud and obfcure 
the throne, making truth inviſible ! 

Count Alton, however, ſpoke of me, and my 
hard deſtiny, to the Counteſs Paar, miſtreſs of the 
ceremonies to the Empreſs-Queen, a noble- minded 
Jady. The late emperor entered the chamber, 
while I was the ſubje& of diſcourſe, and aſked 
whether 1 never had any lucid intervals. Ma 
it pleaſe your majeſty,” anſwered Alton, ** he 
% has now been ſeven weeks, is cuſtody, at my 
« barracks, and I never in my life met a more rea- 
* fonable, or more agreeable man. There muſt be 
% ſomething myſterious in this affair, or he could 
* not be treated as a madman, or ſo repreſented at 
« court. That he is not ſo, in anywiſe, I pledge 
« my honour” 

The next day, the Emperor ſent Count Thurn, 
grand- maſter of the Arch-Duke Leopold, to ſpeak 
to me. In him I found a worthy man, an en- 
lightened philoſopher, and a lover of his country, 
To him I related how I had twice been betrayed, 
twice fold at Vienna, during my impriſonment; 
demonſtrated that my adminiſtrators had only acted 
in this vile manner that I might be impriſoned for 
life, and they remain undiſturbed in poſſeſſion of my 
effects. We converfed together two hours, during 
which many things were 1aid, that prudence will 
not permit me, here to repeat. I gained his confi- 
dence, and his heart, and he continued my friend 
till death. He left me, promiſed protection, re- 
turned the following day, and procured me an audi- 
ence of the Emperor. 

I ſpoke with freedom; the audience laſted more 
than an hour. At length the Emperor was ſo 
moved that he aroſe from his ſeat, and retired into 
the next apartment; I ſaw the tears drop from his 
eyes. With ſympathetic enthuſiaſm, I fell = his 

ect, 
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ſeet, embraced his knees, and wiſhed for the pre- 
ſence of a Rubens, or Apelles, to preſerve a ſcene 
ſo highly honourable to the memory. of the mo- 
narch,, and paint the ſenſations Xe an innocent 
man, imploring the protection of a great, a juſt, 
and a compaſſionate prince. I feel myſelf unequal 
to do his memory that juſtice it deſerves. Words I 
had none, but my looks, my tears, were indeed 
eloquent. —— The Emperor tore himſelf from 
me, and I departed, with ſenſations, ſuch as only 
thoſe can know who, themſelves being virtuous, 
have, unfertunately, met with vile and wicked 
men, | 
The ill-judging world has called the Emperor 
Francis a weak Prince To me he ſeems ſuperior 
to Cæſar, or Frederick the Great. That he had a 
noble mind, what 1 have cited is an irrefragable 
proof ; and, had not death robbed me of his protec- 
tion, then, when he found me worthy, I ſhould long: 
ſince have regained the Hungarian eſtates I have 
now for ever loſt. 
I returned to my barracks in all the raptures of 
joy, and an order, the next day, came for my 
releaſe. I went, with Count Alton, to the Coun- 
teſs Paar, who deſired to ſee me, and, by her me- 
diation, I obtained a private audience of the Em- 
preſs. Pa 
cannot deſcribe the kindneſs of the ſovereign ; 
how much ſhe pitied my ſufferings, how much ſhe 
admired my fortitude, I had not opportunity to 
ſpeak a word; her profeſſions of pity preventing 
my ftating the juſtneſs of my caſe, She told me 
ſhe was informed of all the vile .artifices practiſed 
againſt me in Vienna: required, however, I ſhould 
mention no paſt grievances, ſhould furgive all m 
enemies, avoid all retroſpect, and paſs all the ac- 
counts of my adminiftrators I would have ſpo- 
ken.——* Do not complain of any thing,” _ 
E, 
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(he, but act as I defire—i know all—you ſhall 
© be recompenſed by me; you deſerve reward 
« and repoſe, and theſe you ſhall enjoy. What 
could I do? muſt either ſign, whatever was given 
me to ſign, or be ſent to a madhouſe. I received 
orders to accompany M. Piſtrich to Counſellor 
Ziegler: thither I went, and the next day was ob- 
liged to ſign, in their preſence, the following condi- 
tions: | | 

Firſt—That I acknowledged the will of Trenck to 
be valid. | 

Secondly—That I renounced all claim to the 
Sclavonian eſtates, relying alone on her Majeſty's 
favour. _ 

Thirdly— That I. ſolemnly acquitted my account- 
ants and curators: And, 

Laftly—That 1 would not continue in Vienna. 

What more could have been aſked me, had I, in- 
ſtead of reward, deſerved puniſhment, 

This 1 muſt ſign, or languiſh in a priſon. If ſuch 
be not arbitrary power, what is? 

So was | dealt with! The Empreſs was prevented 

acting greatly and nobly.—lt is an eternal truth that 
this my miſtreatment was occaſioned by my refuſing 
to hear maſs; and that the poſſeſſors of my eſtates 
were under the protection of the [eſuits.* 
What did I feel! How did my blood boil while 
1 ſigned! The confidence | had in myſelf aſſured 
me 1 could have obtained honourable employment 
in any country of Europe, by the exertions of my ta- 
lents, the labours of iny mind, and the faithful reci- 
tal of all my woes. At that time I had no children; 
1, therefore, little regretted what I had loſt, or the 
poor portion that remained, 

Juſtly diſſatisfied, I determined to avoid Auſtria 
#ternally. My honeſt pride would never ſuffer me, 


by 


The confeſſor of the Empreſs was a Jeſuit. T. 
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by clandeſtine and inſidious arts, to approach the 
throne. I knew no ſuch mode of ſoliciting for juſ- 
tice, hence ] was an unequal match for my ene- 
mies; hence my ills, hence my misfortunes. Com- 
plaints, and appeals to juſtice, were artfully repre- 
ſented as the ſplenetic effuſions of a man never to 
be ſatisfied. By courts of juſtice I had been plun- 
dered ; appeals to them were, therefore, vain in- 
deed. 

My too ſenſible heart was preyed upon; and cor- 
roded, by the treatment I met at Vienna. I, who, 
with ſo much fortitude, ſuch unſhaken honour, had 
ſuffered ſo much in the cauſe of Vienna, on whom 
the eyes of all Germany were at this time fixed, to 
ſee what ſhould be the reward of theſe ſufferings ; 
J, tar from being rewarded, was again, in this A 
country, kept a priſoner, and delivered over to "3 
thoſe by whom I had been plundered, as a man i 
inſane | | 1 

Before my intended departure to ſeek my for- 
tune, I fell ill, and ſickneſs almoſt brought me to 
the grave. The Empreſs hearing of my condition, 
in her great clemency, ſent one of her own phyſi- | 
cians and a charitable friar to my aſſiſtance ; both = 
of whom 1 was at laſt obliged to pay. My own doc- 4 
tor would have reſtored me much cheaper. —This | 
was to be favoured, diſtinguiſhed ! 79 

At this time | received unſolicited, a major's = 
commiſſion, for which I was obliged to pay the 1 

fees. Being excluded from actual ſervice, the title 
to me, was of little value: my rank in the army 
had been at leaſt equal ten years before in other 
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ſervice, The following words, inſerted in my com- { 9 
miſſion, are not unworthy remark:— “ Her Ma- 2 
*« jeſty, in conſequence of my fidelity and real for 1 


* her ſervice ſo conſpicucuſly demonſtrated during 
* a long impriſoument, my extraordinary endow- 
© ments, and exemplary virtues, had been graci- 
| rs «« ouſly 
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% ouſly pleaſed to grant me, in the Imperial ſer- 
« vice, the rank of major.” The rank of ma- 
jor From this preamble, who would not have 
expected either the rank of general, or the reſtora- 
non of my great Sclavonian eſtates? I had been 
fifteen years a captain of cavalry, and now was [ 
moſt graciouſly made an invalid major II was 
made an invalid major three and twenty years ago, 
and an invalid major I ſtill remain! Let all that 
has been related be called to mind, the ſhameful 
manner in which I had been pillaged, and ſo re- 
peatedly betrayed ; let Vienna, Dantzic, and Magde- 
burg be remembered ; and, at the ſame time, be 
this my promotion remembered alſo ! Let it be far- 
ther known that the commiſſion of major might be 
bought, by any boy, for a few thouſand florins ! 
Thirty thouſand florins only, of the money I had 
been robbed of, would have purchaſed a colonePs 
commiſſion ; I ſhould then have been a compa- 
nion for generals ; enabled by my pay, I then 
might have educated children for the good of the 
ſtate, and my promotion would have placed me 
beyond the perlecution and peculations of my 
Enemies. | 

It was the intereſt of theſe I ſhould be uſeleſs ; 
and, therefore, I was made an invalid. During 
the thirty-ſix years that I have been in the ſervice of 
Auſtria, 1 never had any man of rank, any great 
general, any miniſter, any preſident, my enemy, 
except Count Grafſla|kowitz, and he was only my 
eneiny becauſe he had conceived a friendſhip for my 
eſtates. | 

My private character was never calumniated, nor 
did any truly worthy man ever ſpeak of me bat 
with reſpect and compaſhoun. Who were, who are, 
my enemies? — Jeſuits, monks, unprincipled ad- 
vocates, wiſhing to become my curators ; referen- 
darics, who died deſpicable, or now live in houſes 


of 
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o co rrection; or accountants, who purchaſed pro- 
cctor s, to avoid dying by the hands of the hang- 
man. Such as live, live in dread of a ſimilar end ; 
for the Emperor Foſeph is juſt, and able to diſcover 
the truth. Alas! the truth is diſcovered too late ; 
age has now really rendered me an invalid Men 
with hearts fo baſe, ſo vile, ought, indeed, to be- 
come the ſcavengers of ſociety, that terrified by 
their example, ſucceeding judges may not rack the 
heart of the honeſt man, ſeize on the poſſeſſions of 
the orphan and the widow, and wholly expel virtue 

out of Auſtria. | 
God for ever preſerve all good men, after me, 
from ſuch judges ! Men of this character never fail 
to have friends at court, worthy of themſelves. 
Some maid of honour's chamber-maid fome fire- 
lighter, ſome menial perſon, with minds well befit- 
ting their ſtation, who ſhall have the cunning, at 
proper opportunies, to ſay, as they did of me, 
* Trenck is a diſſatisfied, reftleſs man; complains 
« of every thing; ſpeaks evil of princes ; is ſtill 
«« more than half a Pruſſian in his heart; denies that 
«« the Auſtrian Ulans are capable of killing and eat- 
ing the whole Pruſſian army!“ My ſpirits are wea- 

ried; my heart ſinks at the remembrance. 

I recovered, fought an audience, but that was no 
more to be obtained. I attended the levee of 
Prince Kaunitz. Not perſonally known to him, he, 
on his pinnacle of power, viewed in me a craw- 
ling inſect among the ſwarm beneath. I thought 
ſomewhat more proudly; thought myſelf a man: 
my actions were upright, and ſo ſhould my body be. 
I quitted theapartment, and, at the door, was con- 
gratulated, by the mercenary Swils-porter, on my 
good fortune, of having obtained an audience. 
I applied to the field-marſhal, from whom J re- 
ceived this remarkable anſwer :—If you cannot 
„ purchaſe, my dear Trenck, it will be impollible 
66 to : 
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* to admit you into actual ſervice ; beſide, you are 
* too old to learn our very difficult manceuvres.” I 
was then thirty-ſeven. | briefly replied, ** Your ex- 
*«« cellence miſtakes my character; I did not come 
* to Vienna, to ſerve as an invalid major. My 
«© curators have taken good care 1 ſhould have no 
«© money to purchaſe; but, had 1 millions, I would 
„ never obtain rank in the army by that mode.“ 
I quitted the room with a ſhrug. —The next day I 
addreſſed a memorial to the Empreſs, which, had 
I room, might here deſerve to be wholly inſerted. 
I did not re-demand my Sclavonian eſtates, I only 
titioned, 

Firſt—That thoſe who had carried off quintals of 
ſilver and gold, from the premiſes, and had render- 
ed no account, either to me or the trezfury, ſhould 
be obliged to refund at leaſt a part. 

Secondly— That they ſhould be obliged to return 
the thirty-ſix thouſand florins, which had been ille- 
gally ſequeſtered from my family inheritance, and 
applied to an hoſpital. WS 

Thirdly— That the thirty-ſix thouſand florins 
might be repaid, which Count Graſſalkowitz had 
deducted from the allodial eſtates, for three thou- 
ſand fix hundred pandours, who had fallen in the 
ſervice of the Empreſs ; 1 not being in juſtice bound 
to pay for the lives of men, out of my private 
purſe, who had died gloriouſly in defence of the 
Empreſs. | 

Fourthly—l required that fifteen thouſand florins 
which had been deducted from my capital, and ap- 
plied to the Bohemian fortifications, ſhould, like- 
wife, be reſtored, together with the fifteen thouſand 
which had been unduly paid to the regiment of 
Trenck. * | 


Fifthly—l reclaimed the twelve thouſand florins, 


which I had been robbed of at Dantzic, by the 
treachery of the Imperial reſident, Abramſon; and 
public 


— 
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public ſatisfaction from the magiſtracy of 'Dantzic, 
who had delivered me up, ſo contrary to the laws 
of nations to the Pruſſian power. 

Theſe articles, and others, contained in the me- 
morial were indiſputable claims, not being included 
in the renunciation I had, ſome weeks before, been 
obliged to ſign. 

I, likewiſe, claimed the cuſtomary intereſt of ſix 
per cent, for the capital of ſeventy-ſix thouſand 
florins, detained by the Hungarian chamber, which 
would amount to twenty thouſand florins; I having 
been allowed only five per cent. and at laſt four. 

I more particularly inſiſted on the reſtoration of 
my Sclavonian eſtates, and a proper allowance for 
improvements, which the very ſentence of the court 
had granted, and which amounted to eighty thou- 
ſand florins. | 

I intreated ! I petitioned an arbitrator ; I humbly 
ſolicited juſtice concerning incontrovertible rights, 
but nothing I obtained, not ſo much as an anſwer 
to this and a hundred other ſimilar petitions ! 

I muſt here ſpeak of my accountants, and of 
tranſactions during my impriſonment.—_I had 
bought a houſe in Vienna, in the year 1750, ſitua- 
ted in the Teinfaltſtraſſe; the price was ſixteen thou- 
ſand florins, thirteen thouſand of which I had 
paid at different inſtalments. ' he receipts were 
among my writings; theſe writings, together with 
my other effects, were. taken from me at Dantzic, 
in the year 1754. The colonel and quarter-maſter 


and all perſons of the regiment, of whom I might 


require any account, were dead, in the interim, nor 
have I, to this hour, been able to learn more than 
that my writings were ſent to the adminiſtrators 
of my affairs at Vienna. With reſpect to my hor- 
les, effects, and property at Dantzic, in what man- 
ner theſe were diſpoſed of no one could or would 


ſay. 
After 
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After being releaſed from my dungeon at Mag- 
deburg, I inquired concerning my houſe, but no 
longer found it mine. Thoſe who had gotten poſ- 
ſeſſion of my writings muſt have reſtored the ac- 
quittances to the ſeller, conſequently, he could re- 
demand the whole ſum. My houſe, however, was 
in other hands, and I was brought in debtor ſix 
thouſand florins, for intereſt and coſts of ſuit. 
Thus were houſe and money for ever gone, beyond 
redemption !-—-Whom can I accuſe ? v3 

Again.—I had two years maintained, at my own 
expence, Lieutenant Schroeder, who had deſerted 
from Glatz, and for whom I afterwards obtained a 
captain's commiſſion in the guard of Prince Eſter- 
hazy, at Eiſenſtadt. His own miſcondu@ cauſed 
him to be caſhtered and become a beggar. In my 
adminiſtrators accounts I found the following ar- 
ticle ; ok ant. 1 

* To Captain Schroeder, for capital, intereſt, 
and coſts of ſuit, ſixteen hundred florins.” 

It was certain, I was not a penny indehted to 
this perſon: I, however, had no redreſs, having 
been, as before related, obliged to paſs, and ſign, 
all their accounts. | | 

I, four years afterward, obtained information 
concerning this affair: I met Schroeder, by acci- 
dent, as he was aſking alms, near St. Stephen's ; 
knew him, took him home with me, and enquired 
whether he had aQually received theſe ſixteen hun- 
dred florins. He anſwered in the affirmative. 
No one believed you would ever more have ſeen 
* the light. I knew you had a friendſhip for me, 

and would willingly ſerve me, and, all being loſt 
to you, that you would give ſomething to relieve 
my extreme neceſſities. I went and ſpoke to Dr. 
Berger; he agreed we ſhould halve the ſum, and 
his contrivance was, I ſhould make oath 1 had 
lent you a thouſand florins, without having te- 

* ceived, 


1 
** ceived your note. The money was paid me by 
« M. Frauenberger, to whom I muſt ſend a preſent 
% of Tokay, for Madam Huttner.“ 

Oh! Excellent! This was the manner in which 
my curators took care of my property | Many ſi- 
milar inſtances I could produce, but I am too much 
agitated by the recollection. I muſt, however, 
ſpeak a word concerning who and what my cura- 
tors were. 

The court counſellor, Kempf, was my adminiſt- 
rator, and counſellor Huttner my referendary. 
Tha ſubſtitute of Kempf was Frauenberger, who, 
being obliged to act as a commiſſary clerk, at 
Prague, during the war, could not attend to affairs 
at Vienna, but appointed une Krebs as a ſub- ſubſti- 
tute: whether M. Krebs had alſo a ſub-ſub-ſubſii- 
tute, is more than I am able to ſay. 

Doctor Bertracker was Fidei commiſſcurator, though 
there was no legal Fide: commiſſum exiſting. Doctor 
Berger, as Fidei commiſſ advocate, was ſuperin- 
tendent over them all, and, to them all, ſalaries 
were to be paid. 

Let us now ſee what was the weighty buſineſs 
this noble company had to tranſact, 1 had ſeven- 
ty-ſix thouſand florins in the Hungarian chamber, 
the intereſt of which was yearly to be received, 
and added to the capital: this was their whole em- 

loyment, and this was certainly fo trifling that any 
Focal man would have performed it gratis, Kempt, 
having, luckily, got a fat capon, wiſhed to pluck 
it in company with his old croney ; he, therefore, 
gave him an office, The+ war made money ſcarce, 
and the diſcounting of bills with my ducats was a 
profitable trade to my curators. Had it been pro- 
perly and honeſtly employed, I ſhould, certainly, 

ave found my capital increaſed, after my ten years 
impriſonment, full ſixty thouſand florins. Inſtead 
of thele, I received three thouſand florins at 
| Prague, 
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Prague, and nothing more; and, in compenſation, 
found my capital diminiſhed ſeven thouſand florins. 
Frauenberger and Berger died rich; and the ſu- 
perior being obliged to protect him whom he had 
employed as a deputv, I muſt be etevnally confin- 
ed as a madman, leſt this worthy deputy ſhould 
have been proved a rogue. This 1s the clue to the 
acquittal J was obliged to ſign. Madam K-— 
was, at this time, a lady of the bed-chamber at 
court: ſhe could app the throne; her cham- 
Ber employ ments, indeed, procured her the keys of 
doors that, to me, were <ternally locked. 
Not ſatisfied with this, Kempf applied to the 
Empreſs, informed her they were indeed acquit- 
ted, but not recompenſed, and that Frauenberg 
required four thuuſand florins for remuneration. 
The Empreſs laid an interdict on the half of my 
income and penſion. Thus was I obliged to live 
in poverty, thus baniſhed the Auſtrian dominions, 
where my ſeventy-ſix thouſand florins were reduced 
to ſixty three, the intereſt of which I could only 
receive, and that burthened by the above interdict, 
the Fidei commiſſum, and adminiſtratorſhip. Of all 
theſe exactions, none ſo nearly, ſo much, affected 
me, as that of being obliged to preſent four thou- 
ſand florins to the man by whom my affairs had 
been thus adminiſtered. C“ | 
The Empreſs, indeed, during my ſickneſs, or- 
dered as an eſpecial favour, that my captain's pay, 
during my ten years impriſonment, ſhould be given 
me, amounting to eight thouſand florins; which 
pay ſhe alſo ſettled on ine as a penſion. By this 
penſion, however, I never profited : for, during 
twenty-three years, that and more was ſwallowed 
by journies to Vienna, chicanery of courtiers, agents, 
advocates, and coſts of ſuit. Of the eight thou- 
ſand florins three, were ſtolen during my illneſs ; 
the court phyſician muſt be paid thrice as much as 
; another, 
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another, and what remained after- my recovery, 
was ſunk in the preparations I made to ſeek my 
fortune elſewhere. I had, beſide, eight thouſand 
florins to repay, which had been advanced by my 
friends while, in my dungeon; four thouſand of 
which were ſent to General Riedt at Berlin. 

Thus have I been rendered ſo poor, that I have 
never been able to repay my ſiſter's children the mo- 
ney their mother advanced, while my kind friends 
at Vienna have dignified me with the name of a diſ- 
contented man. | 

How far my captain's pay was matter of right, 
or matter of favour, let the world judge, being told 
I went in the ſervice of Vienna to the city of 
Dantzic. Neither did this reſtitution of pay equal 
the ſum I had ſent the imperial minifter to obtain 
my freedom. It has been aſſerted the Empreſs de- 
livered me from impriſonment. But no, i poſi- 
tively declare the contrary. I remained nine 
months in my dungeon after the articles were ſign- 
ed, unthought of, and, when mentioned by the 
Auſtrians, the King had twice rejected the propo- 
ſal of my being ſet free The affair actually hap- 
pened as follows, according to the account I re- 
ceived from their royal highneſſes Prince Henry, 
Priuce Ferdinand of Brunſwick, and particularly 
from the miniſter Count Hertzberg. ' General Riedt 
had received my ten thoulan41 florins full ſix months, 
and ſeemed to remember me and my impriſonment 
no more. One Gala day, however, on the 21ſt of 
December, the King happened to be 'in an extraor- 
dinary good humour, and her majeſty the Queen, 
the Princeſs Amelia, and the preſent monarch, ſaid 
to the imperial miniſter This is a fit opportunity 
„ for you to ſpeak in behalf of Trenck.“ He ac- 
cordingly waited his time, did ſpeak, and the King 
replied, ** Yes." | 
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The joy of the whole company appeared ſo 
great, that Frederic, the Great, was offended! 
Other circumſtances, which contributed to pro- 
mote this affair, the reader will eaſily collect from 
my hiſtory. That there were perſons in Vienna 
who earneſlly defired to detain me in priſon is in- 
dubitable, from their proceedings after my return. 
My friends at Berlin, my own exertions, and my 
money, were my deliverers 

For ſome weeks after I firſt obtained my free- 
dom, I was generally abſent in mind, and deep in 
thought. This was a habit I acquired in priſon, 
and the objects of ſight appeared but as the viſions 
of ſleep. I often ſtopped in the ſtreets, ftared 
around me, doubted my own exiſtence, and bit 
my finger, in order to convince mylelf I was really 
awake and alive. oy 

How trifling, how inſignificant, does the poor 
pageantry of greatneſs appear to me at this time! 
A thouſand people, variouſly bedecked in all their 
finery, wait the appearance of ſome extraordinary 
perſonage ! The doors are thrown open! An elder- 
ly matron enters! Graciouſly ſmiles, and every 


body moſt humbly ſmiles alſo! She aſks a few 


queſtions concerniug the wind and weather, of an 
old prieſt in a red cap and ſtockings, then ad- 
drefles herſelf to an inſignificant Eſop, on whom 
all eagerly preſs forward to fawn ! The good Lady 


retires, and the hubbub of the ſynagogue enſues, 


and this is called a levee! Nor to this ſublime ho- 
nour may men of honcſt hearts, the friends of vir- 
tue, or their country, find admittance : they have 
not the proper key, or, having it, hold it in con- 
tempt, Oh, man! what art thou when called great 
and honuurable ! What are thy thoughts, what thy 
dreams! Doſt thou call thyſelf a man of reaſon, a 


7 18 What doſt thou then at courts ?— 
me they have long been avoided, 


Walking 


3 

Walking round the ramparts of Vienna, having 
recovered from my ſickneſs, the vivifying ſpring, 
and the broad expanſe of heaven, inſpired a con- 
ſciouſneſs of preſent freedom and of pleaſure inde- 
ſcribable. I heard the morning ſong of the lark. 
My heart palpitated, my pulſe quickened, the 
blood trickled through my veins with delight, for 
I felt I was a man, and recollected 1 was not in 
chains Happen, ſaid I, what may, I fear not fu- 
12 75 ſo long as my feet, my will, and my heart 
are free, and, like yonder lark, I can remove from 
land to land. My ſoul poured forth its thankful- 
neſs for this conſciouſneſs of freedom, and I deter- 
mined to fly Vienna, and ſeek ſome corner of the 
world where virtue has nothing to fear from the 
tongues of ſlanderers, the commands of courts, or 
the arbitrary will of monarchs. 

If I went into any large companies, their prattle 
ſo diſtracted my mind, and the lights ſo over- 
powered my eyes, that I returned home with head- 
ach, laſſitude, and melancholy. 

An accident happened which furthered my pro- 
ject. Marſhal Laudohn was going to Aix la 
Chapelle, to take the waters. I ha 
ſonally honoured and loved this general when he 
was no more than a captain of pandours in m 
couſin's regiment. He weat to take his leave of 
the Counteſs Paar; 1 was preſent; the Empreſs 
entered the chamber, and the converſation turn- 
ing on Laudohn's journey, ſaid to me, The baths, 
* alſo, are neceſſary to the re-eſtabliſhment of your 
« health, Trenck.” I was ready, and followed 
him in two days, where he remained about three 
months. "Sg 

Here we were ſtared at as ſtrange animals. All 
the world wiſhed to ſce him decuuſe of his fame in 
war, and me hecauſe of my ſufferings. The ſo- 
ciety of this worthy general poured balm into my 

_ wounded 
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wounded ſoul. He was as well acquainted with 
Vienna as myſelf : his fortitude and magnanimity 
had conquered his enemies. What he was he had 
made himiclf. 

The mode of life at Aix la Chapelle and Spa 
pleaſed me, where men of all nations meet, and 
where princes are obliged to mingle with perſons of 
all ranks, if they wiſh to ſeek converſation and would 
not renounce ſociety. One day here procured me 
more pleaſure, eſteem, and friendſhip than a whole 
life in Vienna. 

ſcarcely had remained here a month before 
my ever good friend, the Counteſs Paar, wrote to 
me that the Empreſs had provided for me, and 
would make my fortune as ſoon as I ſhould return 
to Vienna. I endeavoured by my agents, to diſ- 
cover in what this good fortune conſiſted, but in- 
effectually. I hoped every thing from the Empreſs, 
who well knew my hard deſtiny. The death of 


the Emperor Francis at Inſpruck, occaſioned the 
return of General Laudohn, and I followed him, on 
foot, to Vienna. 

By means of the Counteſs Paar, I obtained an 
audience in a few days. The Empreſs received 
me graciouſly, and ſaid to me, I will prove to 


you, Irenck, that I keep my word |[ have in- 
ſured your fortune ; I will give you a rich and 
prudent wife.” I replied, ** Moſt gracious So- 
vereign, I cannot determine to marry, and, if I 
could, my choice is already made, at Aix la 
Chapelle.”-—— How are you married then?“ 
—— Not yet, pleate your Vajeſty.”——** Are 
you promiled ?“ ——““ Yes,” —*t Well, well, 
© no matter for that, I will take care of that affair; 
| am Cetermined on niarrying you to the rich 
widow of M——, and ſhe approves my choice. 
She 18 a very good kind of a woman, and has fifty 

* thouſand 
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* thouſand florins a year. Vou are in want of ſuch 
IMAC” 

| was thunder-ſtruck. This lovely bride was an 
old canting hypocrite, of {:xty-three, extremely co- 
ve:ous, and a termigant. I anfwered, 1 muſt 
* frankly ſpeak truth to your Majeſly ; I cannot 
* conſent, did ſhe poſſeſs the treaſures of the whole 
« earth, I ſeek happineſs, and not mifery. I 
% have made my choice, and given my word of 
«© honour, which, as an honeſt man, | maſt not 
„ break.” The angry Empreſs regarded me with 
contempt, and laid, “ Your unhappineſs is your 
* own work Act as you think proper: 1 have 
% done.” Here my audience ended, and, thus 
diſmiſſed, | bade an eternal adieu to any hope of re- 
ward from Empreſſes and Kings. | 

H2d 1 been inclined to make my fortune by 
marrying an old woman, 1 might long, before, 
in 1750, have mirried one in Holland, worth 
three millions. This propoſal was to recompenſe 
me for the loſs of my Sclavonian eſtates, and all 
my other innumerable afilitions. Compliance 
was, moreover, impoſlible; | was beloved in Aix 
la Chapelle, where mutual affection, reaſon, beauty, 


worth, and an exalted mind, all promiſed future' 


happineſs. | 

was not actually affianced at that time to my 
preſent wife, but love determined me to return, to 
improve an intimacy fo far advanced. 


Marſhal Laudohn knew my mittrefs, and pro- 


moted the match. He was acquainted with my 
heart, and the warmth of my palſions, perceived [ 
could not conquer the lecret deſire of vengeance 
on men, by whom 1 had been ſo cruelly, fo wick- 


edly treated. He and my friend, Profeſſor Gel- 


lert, whom I viſited at Leipſic, buth adviſed me 
to take this mode of calming pailions, that often 


inſpired 
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inſpired projects too vaſt, and that, ſeeking tran- 
quility, I ſhould fly the commerce of the great. 

This friendly counſel was ſeconded by my own 
wiſhes. I returned to Aix la Chapelle in Decem- 
ber, 1765, and married the youngeſt daughter of 
the former Burgomaſter de Broe. He was dead: 
he had lived on his own eſtate at Bruſſels, where 
my wife was born and educated, He had been 
called to this honourable office by the unanimous 
voice of the citizens of Aix la Chapelle. He was 
the deſcendant of an antient and noble family, in 
the province of Artois ; and ſome of his predeceſ- 
ſors, who poſſeſſed eſtates near Aix la Chapelle, 
had, I know not for what reaſon, accepted the dig- 
nity of knights of the Roman Empire. My wife's 
mother was ſiſter to the vice-chancellor of Duſſel- 
dorf, Baron Roberte, - Lord of Roland. 

It is not generally known, at Vienna, that one 
of the two Burgomaſters of Aix la Chapelle muſt 
always be elected from a noble family, and the 
other from the citizens. My children, therefore, 
can prove their deſcent to be noble, both by the 
male and female line. 

My wife has been with me in moſt parts of 
Europe, where ſhe has always been eſtcemed as ſhe 
deſerved. She then was young, handſome, worthy 
and yirtuous, has borne me eleven children, all of 
whom ſhe has nurſed herſelf ; eight of them are 
ſtill living, and have been properly educated. God 
grant I may be enabled ever to provide for her as 
ſhe deſerves, and as is iny duty. Two and twenty 
years has ſhe borne a part in all my ſufterings, and 
well deſeryes reward. 

During my late ſhort abode at Vienna, I made 
one effort more, I ſought an audience from the 
preſent Emperor Joſeph, related all that had hap- 
pened to me, and particularly remarked ſuch de- 
fects as I had obſerved in the government and re- 

gulations 
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gulations of the country. He gave me an atten- 
tive hearing, proved his deſire tu increaſe the hap- 
pineſs of his people, and commanded me to com- 
mit me thoughts to writing. This I accordingly 
performed, ſtating, with preciſion and unreſerve, 
the obſervations I had made on affairs, civil, mili- 
tary, and ceconomical. 

Might I publiſh this writing, I am perſuaded it 

would do me no diſhonour, but, on the contrary, 
ſhew the monarch has, long ſince, profited by 
many of the improvements therein ſuggeſted. My 
memorial was graciouſly received; all I petitioned 
for was ſecrecy, having therein named ſeveral per- 
ſons who were again capable of making me wretch- 
ed. I farther gave a more ample account of what 
had happened to me in varions countries, and 
which prudence has occaſioned me to expreſs more 
cautiouſly and darkly in theſe pages. My memo- 
rial, though graciouſly received, produced no ef- 
fe, and I haſtened back to Aix la Chapelle. 
* For ſome few years | lived here in peace: my 
houſe was the rendezvous of the firſt people who 
came to take the waters. I began to be more 
known, and every where procured myſelf friends 
among the very firſt and beſt of people. 

I alfo viſited Profeſſor Gellert at Leipſic, ſhewed 
him my manuſcripts, and aſked his advice con- 
cerning what brauch of literature he thought it was 
probable I might beſt ſucceed ia. He moſt ap- 
proved my fables and tales, but blamed the ex- 
ceſſive freedom with which J ſpoke in my political 
writings. I neglected his a vice, and many en- 
ſuing calamities were the conſequence. 

My wite brought me a ſon in December 1766, 
and 1 took this opportunity of writing to the youth- 
ful monarch at Vienna. Though publiſhed in my 


writings, under the title of Beliſarius to the Ein- 


peror 
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peror Juſtimian, I think it neceſſary to | infert what 
follows here: 
* Your Majeſty is informed of my marriape. 
My wife has borne me a ſon, whom I have 
*« chriflened Joſeph. The imperial chamberlain, 
Colonel and Baron Rippenda, ſtood ſponſor, by 
proxy, for your Majeſty, This was done with- 
out firſt obtaining your majeſty's conſent. I 
flattered myſelf your Majeſty would graciouſly 
be pleaſed, thus far, to honour me, knowing 
*« My loyalty and my misfortunes. It is, indeed, 
my hope that my conduct will procure from your 
Majeſty a more happy futurity. This ſon I ſhall 
educate in the ſame loyal principles, and, rather 
than depart from them, he ſhall imbibe poiſon 
from his mother's breaſt. 
„ Moſt gracious Emperor, while I live he will 
ebe provided for, but, at my death, then muſt he 
ſay to his ſovereign, I am the fon and rightful 
* heir of both the Trencks, whoſe lands and poſ- 
ſeſſions have been ſeized by ſtrangers and aliens. 
I look up to you, gracivus Sovereign, as a pro- 
tecting deity for my poor children. May your 
Majeft y participate my joy, and graciouſly wel- 
come this new citizen of the world. May it 
alſo pleaſe you to inform me, whether it be your 
gracious pleaſure 1 ſhould farther preſent my 
thoughts in writing for your high inſpection. My 
enemies at Vienna daily increaſe in ſtrength, but 
on your ſovereign protection 1 rely, and what- 
ever may be my tate, ſhall moit faithfully and 


eternally remain the loyal ſervant of my Empe- 
ror aud my country, 


ec 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 


e©TRENCKE 


I have, at preſent, my reaſons for inſerting the 
following anſwer, waich was vritten by the Empe- 
ror's own hand, and is ſtill in my poit-thon. 85 

Dear 


3 
« Dear Major Trenck, 


am well pleaſed that you have chriſtened 
your ſon Joſeph, and have choſen Colonel Rip- 
penda as my proxy. As a proof of my good 
wiſhes toward you, I have, for manifeſt reaſons, 
ordered that, henceforth, you ſhall receive your 


ſend me your writings; I am pleaſed to be in- 
formed of the truth ; but they will give me more 


- 
* 


unadorned, than in their former ſatirical dreſs. 


„ am yours, 


| _« TOSEPH.” 


ſoon afterwards received orders to correſpond 


with his Majeſty's private ſecretary, Baron Roder; 


what this correſpondence was muſt not -here be 
told: ſuffice it to ſay, my attempts to ſerve my 
country were fruſtrated; I ſaw defects too clearly, 
ſpoke my thoughts too frankly, and wanted ſufficient 
humility ever to obtain favour. 

In the year 1767 1 wrote the Macedonian Hero, 
which became as famous throughout all German 
as my Eulenſpiegel. (The Malicious Wag.) The 
poem did me honour, but entailed new perſeccu- 
tions; yet, having wrote it, I never could repent; 
I have had the honour of preſenting it to five 
reigning princes, by none of whom it has been 
burnt. The Empreſs, alone, was highly enraged. 
I had ſpoken as Nathan did to David, and the Je- 


- 


ſuits now openly became my enemies. - 


The following vile trick was played me in the 


year 1768. A friend, in Bruſſels, was commiſ- 
ſioned to receive my quarterly pay, from whom I 
learnt an interdict had been laid upon it by the 


court 


pay at Bruſſels, inſtead of Vienna. Continue to 


* fſatis faction, ſhould you ſend them ſimple and 
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court called Hofkriegſrath, at Vienna. in which 1 
had been condemned to pay a note of ſeven hun- 
dred florins ro one Buſly, with fourteen years in- 
tereſt. 

Buſſy was a known ſwindler. I was conſcious 
no man on earth had any ſuch claim: I, therefore, 
journeyed, poſt-hafte, to Vienna. No hearing, 
no ſatisfactory account was to be obtained, The 
anſwer was: Res jam judicata eft ; ſentence is paſt, 
therefore all attempts are too late. 

I applied to the Emperor Joſeph, pledged my 
honour, and my head, to prove the falſifica- 
tion of this note; and intreated a reviſion of the 
cauſe. My requeſt was granted, and my attorney, 
Weybrauch, was an upright man. When he be- 

gan to * and requeſt a day of reviſion to be 
he was threatened to be committed by 

the referendary, Zetto, ſhould he undertake to inter- 
fere and defend the affairs of Trenck. He anſwer- 
ed, firmly, His defence is my buſineſs in this 
place: J know my cauſe to be good.” Silence 
was impoſed, and nothing further done. | 

Four months did I continue in Vienna before 
the day was appointed to reviſe this cauſe. It 
now appeared evidently there were erafures and' 
holes through the paper, in three places; all in 


court were convinced the claim ought to be annul- 


led, and the claimant puniſhed. Zetto, notwith- 


ſtanding, ordered the parties to withdraw, and 
then ſo managed that the judges reſolved the cafe 


muſt be again laid betore the court, with formal 
written proofs. = 
This gave time for new knavery: 1 was obliged 
to return to Aix la Chapelle, and four years clapſ- 
ed before this affair, clear as the meridian ſun, was 
decided. Two priecfis, in the interim, who were 
ſuch as father confeſſors to convents uſually are, 
took falſe oaths that they had actually ſeen me re- 
ceive the money. At length, however, I proved 
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that the note was dated a year after I had been im- 
priſoned at Magdeburg, I, conſequently, could not 
give any ſuch in Vienna. Nay, farther, my at- 
torney proved the very writs of the court had, 
likewiſe, been falſified. Zetto, the referendary, and 
Buſſy, were abſolutely the forgers, but I happened 
to be too active, and my attorney too honeſt, to 
loſe this cauſe. I was obliged to make three ver 
expenſive journies from Aix la Chapelle to Vienna, 
leſt judgment ſhould go by default. Sentence at 
laſt was neceſſarily pronounced ; I gained my cauſe, 
and the note was declared a forgery, but the coſts, 
amounting to tfiree thouſand five be flor ins, 
I was obliged to pay, for Buſſy could not; nor was 
he corporally puniſhed, though at laſt driven from 
Vienna for his villainous acts. Zetto, however, 
ſill continued referendary, ſtill continued, for eigh- 
teen years, my barbarous perſecutor ; till, not long 
ſince, he was deprived of his office, and. condemned 
to the houſe of correction. | 

May no ſuch judgments ever again be given in 
courts at Vienna ; where, perhaps, 1 am the only one 
whoſe perſeverance and courage would have demon- 
ftrated their injuſtice. But this perſeverance, this 
courage, have made theſe courts my enemies, as I 


have ſince bitterly experienced. Joo late was Zetto 


puniſhed for the welfare of many a widow and 
- orphan, and ſtill are numerous of his vile practic 
unknown. | 
This cauſe excited many remarks at Vienna; I 
gained much honour, but more expence and trou- 
ble. 1 took this opportunity to ſolicit juſtice in my 
other affairs, but to little purpoſe, except that the 


world began to know me better, and afford me 


ſomewhat more of its pity. 


My knowledge of the world increaſed at Aix la 
Chapelle, where men of all nations and characters 


met, particularly Engliſh, In the morning I might 


conyerſe with a lord in oppoſition, in the after- 


noon 
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noon with an orator of the King's party; and at night 
with an honeſt man of no party. In converſation 
like this knowledge is acquired and imparted. I fent 
Hungarian wine into England, France, Helland, 
and the Empire ; this occaſioned me to undertake 
long journies, and as my increaſe of acquaintance 
gave me opportunities of receiving many foreigners 
with politeneſs in my own houſe, I was, myſelf, 
alſo, well received wherever I went. : 
The income I ſhould bave had from. Vienna was 
all ingulphed by law-ſuits, curators, attornies, and 
the journies, I was obliged to undgrtake ; having 
been thrice cited to appear, in perſon, before the 
Hofkriegſrath. To me nothing remained ; I was 
deſcribed as a dangerous malecontent, who had 
deſerted his native land, by which inſinuations my 
enemies took care to profit. I, nevertkeleſs, re- 
mained, be the country in which I lived what it 
would, an honeſt man ; who could provide for his 
own neceſſities without meanneſs or the favour of 
courts; one whoſe acquaintance was every where 
eſteemed. In Vienna alone, was I unſought, un- 
employed, and obſcure. 
My love of the chace made me particularly ac- 
ceptable to the Engliſh, who brought with them 
their own horſes and dugs, to hunt the wolt and 
wild boar, animals not to be found in their own 
country. I, in return, paſſed whole ſummers at 
their country ſeats in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, and thus obtained a thorough knowledge of 
the nation, | | can 
The EleQor Palatine had granted me a certain 
extent of country ia the territory of Juliers where 
I might hunt, and the Count Palatine of the Rhine 
gave me pern:iſſion to hunt where 1 pleaſed. To 
defend this right of hunting was now my duty, aod 
occaſioned various diſputes ; theſe, however, were 
not 
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not often determined in courts of law, but uſually 
every man aſſerted his claim with his ſword. | 

One day an accident happened, on this occaſion, 

which made me renowned over the country as a 
magician, as one whom lead could not penetrate, 
and who had power over fogs and clouds. 
L had a quarrel with the Palatine preſident, Ba- 
ron Blankart, concerning, a hunting diſtrict. I, 
therefore, wrote to him that, on a certain day, he 
ſhould repair to the ſpot in diſpute, whither I 
would alfo come, at ten in the morning, with ſword 
and piſtol, hoping he would there give me ſatisfac- 
tion for the affront | had received. Hither I went, 
with two huntſmen, and two friends, but, inſtead of 
the baron, was aſtoniſhed to find two hundred armed 
peaſants aſſembled. 

What was to be done ? I ſent one of my hunt- 
men to the army of the enemy, informing them 
that, did they not beat a retreat, I ſhould fire. It 
was in the month of Auguſt, the day was clear and 
fine, and, ſuddenly, a thick and impenetrable fog 
aroſe. My huntſman returned with intelligence that, 
having delivered his meſſage juſt as the fog came on, 
theſe valiant heroes had all run away in the greateſt 
fright. | 

[ advanced, found nobody, fired my piece, as 
did my friends and followers, and marched to the 
manſion of my adverſary, where my hunting horn 
was blown in triumph, in his court-yard. The 
runaway peaſants fired at a diſtance, but the fog 
prevented their taking any aim. 

Having taken this ſatisfaction, I returned home, 
where many falſe reports had preceded me. My wife 
expected 1 ſhould be brought home dead, and that 
many others would be maimed, however, not the 
leaſt miſchief hid happened. | 

It ſoon was propagated though the country that 
I was a magician, had raiſed a fog to render myſelf 

invulnerable, 


6 
in vulnerable, and that the truth of this could be 
juſtified by two hufidred eye witneſſes. All the 
monks of Aix la Chapelle, Julters, and Cologn, 
publicly preached concerning me, reviled me, and 
warned the people to beware of the arch-magictan, 
and lutheran, Trenck. 

On a future occaſion, this belief | turned to mat- 
ter of merriment. I went to hunt the wolf in the 
extenſive foreſts of the county of Monjoye, and in- 
vited the peaſants and townſmen to the chace. 
The firſt day we had but little ſport ; toward even- 
ing J, and ſome forty of my followers, retired to 
ref! in the neighbouring charcoal huts, well provi- 
ded with wine and brandy. *© My lads,” ſaid I, 
* if is now neceſſary you ſhould all diſcharge your 
* pieces, and load them anew, that to-morrow no 
« wolf may eſcape, and that none of you may ex- 
** cufe yourſelves on your pieces miſſing fire,” The 
guns were accordingly reloaded, and placed in a 
ſeparate chamber, after which, they began to eat, 
drink, and dance. While they were merry-ma- 
king, my huntſman privately went into this cham- 
ber, drew the balls, and charged the pieces with 
powder, various of which he loaded with double 
charges. Some of their notched balls I put into my 
pocket. 

In the morning away went I, and my merry fel- 
lows, to the chace, As we waiked their conver- 
ſation turned on my necromancy, and the miracu- 
Jons manner in which 1 could envelope myſelf in a 
cloud, or make my ſelf bullet proof. What is 
„that you are talking about, my lads?” ſaid I. 
*« Some of theſe unbelieving good folks,” anſwered 
my hunt{man, affrm your Honour is unable to 
Ward off balls.“ Well then,” ſaid I, laughing, 
to one of them, fire away my good fellow, and 
«« try.” The man refuted, and my huntſman took 
his piece out of his hand, and fired. 1 pretended 
| | to 
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to parry with my hand, and called, Let any man, 
that is fo inclined, fire, but only one at a time.“ 
Accordingly, they began, and, pretending to twiſt 
and turn about, I ſuffered them all to diſcharge 
their pieces, It muſt be remarked I was perfectly 
ſecure, as my people had carefully noticed that no 
man had reloaded his gun. Some of them had received 
ſuch blows from the guns that were doubly charg- 
ed that they fell down, terrified in amazement, at the 
powers of magic. I advanced, holding in my hand 


ſome of the marked balls. Let every one chooſe 


©« his own,” called I. All ſtood motionleſs, and 
many of them ſlunk home, with their guns on their 
ſhoulders ; ſome few remained, and our ſport was 
excellent. 

On Sunday the monks of Aix la Chapelle again 
began to preach. My black art became the theme 
of the whole country, and, at this day, many of the 
people preſent will make oath that they fired upon 
me, and that, after catching them in my hand, I re- 
turned the balls. 

Thus eaſy is it to gull this wiſe world. My high 
and invulnerable qualities were publiſhed through- 


out Juliers, Aix la Chapelle, Maeſtricht, and Co- 


logne, and perhaps this belief has more than ten 
times ſaved my life ; the prieſts having propagated 
it, from their pulpits, in a country which ſo ſwarms 
with high-way robbers, that one hundred and fixty 
men have been broken alive on the wheel, quarter- 
ed, and burnt, within a year, and where, for a ſin- 
gle ducat, any man may hire an aſſaſſin. 


It is indeed no ſmall matter of ſurpriſe that I 


ſhould, for ſome years, have preferved my life in a 
town, where there are twenty-three monaſteries 
and churches, and where the monks are all adored 
as ſo many deities. The catholic clergy had been 
ſufficiently enraged againſt me, by my poem of 
The Macedonian Hero ;” and, in 1772, I pub- 


liſhed 
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liſhed a newſpaper at Aix la Chapelle, and ano- 
ther periodical work entitled, The Friend of 
« Men,” in which I endeavoured to unmaſk hy- 
pocriſy. Indeed for me, an apoſtolic major of the 
apoſtolic Maria-Thereſa, to write thus in a town 
ſwarming with friars, and in a tone ſo undaunted, 
was unexampled. | 

At preſent, now toleration and freedom of opi- 
nion are more encouraged, by the Emperor, [o- 
ſeph II. many ſuch eſſayiſts encounter bigotry and 
deceit with ridicule ; or wanting invention them- 
felves, publiſh extracts from writings that belong 
to the age of Luther. I have the honour of having 
attacked the very pillars of the Romiſh hierarchy 
in days more dangerous ; I may boaſt of being the 
firſt German who, unprotected, raiſed a fermenta- 
tion on the Upper Rhine, and in the ſtate of 
Auſtria, fo advantageous to truth, the progreſs of 
the human underſtanding, and the happineſs of 
futurity. 

Let the world read and judge of my writings ! 
They contain nothing inimical to the pure morality 
taught by Chriſt, I attacked the ſale of indulgen- 
ces, the avarice of Rome, the lazineſs, deceit, li- 
centious gluttony, robbery, and blood-ſucking of 
the monks of Aix la Chapelle, who ſought the mur- 
der of each other in the very church, and in pre- 
fence of the altar. I wrote as a moraliſt, and mo- 
rals Co not enrich monks. Therefore did the arch- 
prieſt, and nine of his coadjutors, declare, every 
Sunday, from the pulpit, publickly naming me, [ 
was a free-thinker, a wizard, one whom every 
man, wiſhing well to God and the Church, ought 
10 affaſſinate. Ike Jeſuit Father Zünder declared 
J was invulnerable, and a day was appointed, on 
which my writings were to be burnt befure my 
houſe, the houſe itſelf craſed, and its inhabitants 
maſſacred. My vife received letters, warning her 
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to fly with her children for ſafety, which warning 
ſhe in terror obeyed. I and two of my huatſmen 
remained, provided with eigbty-four loaded muſ- 
kets. Theſe [ difplayed in the gallery before the 
window, that all might be convinced I would make 
a deſperate defence. I lived oppoſite the court- 
houſe. The appointed cay came, and Father Ziin- 
der, with my writings in his hand, attended by all 
the ſtudents in the town, appeared ready for the at- 
tack; the other monks had incited the towns-peo- 
ple tq a general ſtorm; no man, however, had 
the heart to appear in the market place, while I 
ſtood in a gallery fo well ſtored with fire arms, 
Thus paſſed the. day and night in ſuſpence. 

In the morning a fire broke out in the town. 
I haſtened, fearleſs with my two huntſmen, ſe- 
cretly well armed, to give alliance; we daſhed 
the water from our buckets, and all obeyed my 
directions. Father Zünder and his ſtudents were 
there, likewiſe; I approached him by degrees, and 
ſtruck his anointed ear with the leathen bucket, 
as if by accident, which no man thougot proper to 
notice. I paſſed undaunted through the crowd, 
the people all ſmiled, pulled off their hats, and 
withed me a good morning. Such are the popu- 
lace, when they perceive they are not feared. The 
people of Aix la Chapelle were ſtupid bigots, but 
too cowardly to murder a man who was prepared 
for his own defence. Here the threats of my ad- 
verſaries for this time ended. 
As I was riding to Maeſtricht through a hollow 
way, a ball whiſtled by my cars, which, no doubt, 
was a meſſenger ſent after me by theſe perſecuting 
' prieſts. 

When hunting near the convent of Schwartzen- 
bruck, three Dominicans lay in ambuſh for me be- 
hind a hedge. One of their colleagues, who often 


hunted with me, pointed out the place. I was on 
Vor. II. F n 
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my guard with my double-barrelled gun, drew 
near, but called with a voice of terror—** Shoot, 
„ ſcoundrels! But do rot kill me, for the devil 
* ſtands ready for you at your elbow !”"—One 
fired, and they all ran; the ball hit my hat. I fi- 
red, likewiſe, and wounded one deſperately, whom 
the other two carried off: he recovered, how- 
ever, and, afterward, eloped with a cow-gi:l. 
Their attempts at poiſoning me were unſuc- 
ceſsful, for I always ate at home. In the year 
1774, journey ing from Spa to Limbourg, I was 
attacked by eight banditti. The weather was rai- 
ny, and my muſket was in its caſe; my ſabre was 
entangied in the belt, ſo that, unable to draw 1t, 1 
was obliged to defend myſelf with a club. I 
ſprang from the carriage, and, with every effort of 
nature, fought in defence of my life, ſtriking down 
all before me, while my faithful huntſman pro- 
tefed me behind. I diſperſed my affailants, haſten- 
ed ro my carriage, and drove away. One of theſe 
fellows was, ſoon after, hanged, and owned, be- 
fore execution, that the confeſſor of this banditti 
had promiſed perpetual abſolution, could they but 
diſpatch me, but that no man could ſhoot me, be- 
cauſe that Luciter had rendered me invulnerable. 
Perſuaded of the truth of this, fortunately for me, 
they had only aſſaulted me with clubs. My ftrength 
and agility, fighting too for life, was ſuperior to 
theirs, and they buried two of their gang, whom, 
with my heavy ſabre, I had killed, 1 eſcaped 
with a bruiſed arm and ſhoulder; my huntſman 
received a violent blow with a ſtone 
To ſuch exceſs of cruelty may the violence and 
rage of prieſts be carried! Yet did not my wri- 
tings contain a ſingle word inimical to the pure 
morality of Chriſt; I attacked only groſs abuſes, 
the deceit and laſciviouſneſs of the monks of 
Aix la Chapelle, Cologne, and Liege, where they 
ap | | are 
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are worſe than canibals, wallowing, like ſwine, in 
the ſlough of ignorance and giutony. I wiſhed 
to inculcate the true Chriſtian duties among my 
fellow citizens, and the attempt was ſufficient to 
irritate the ſelfiſh church of Rome. 

From my Empreſs | had nothing further to hope. 
Her confeiſor had painted me, with all the craft of 
a prieſt, as an arch-heretic, and a perſecutor of 
the holy and bleed mother church. Nor was 
this all: opinions were artfully propagated through 
Vienna, that I was a reſtleſs min, dangerous to the 
community. Such, indeed, is the univerſal ſuppo- 
ſition of all who have neither perſonally known me, 
nor read my writings. 

Hence, too, was [ always wronged in courts of 
judicature, where there are found wicked or bigoted 
men. The latter thought they were ſerving the 
cauſe of God by injuring me; and the former are 
ever the enemies of purz and {imple truth, undaunt- 
edly diſplayed, it being their intereſt that virtue 
and patriotiſm ſhould fall the victims of falſehood. 
Yet were they unable to prevent my writings pro- 
ducing me much money, or being circulated through 
alt Germany, The Aix la Chapelle Journal or 
Gazette became ſo famous, in the firſt year, that, in 
the ſecond, I had four thouſand ſubſcribers, by each 
of whom | gained a ducat. 

The poſtmaſters, who gain conſiderably by cir- 
culating newſpapers, were envious, becauſe the 
Air la Chapelle Gazette deſtroyed ſeveral of the 
others, aud, therefore, formed a combination. 

I will briefly notice what ſo much contributed 
to the ſale of my paper. I was acquainted with 
moſt countries and courts, in uhich 1 had the beſt 
of correſpondents: wherefore, inſtead of merely 
relating paſt events, I could toretel future. I was, 
ſometimes, obliged to be ambiguous, yet my mean- 
ing was very capable of being underſioud . 

F | Prince 


( 63 ) 


Prince Charles of Sweden, eldeſt brother of the 
preſent King, placed the greateſt confidence in me 
during his reſidence at Aix la Chapelle and Spa- 
and 1 accompanied him into Holland. When 1 
took my leave of him at Maeſtricht, while we 
were in the ſubterranean gallery of the fortifica- 
tions, he ſaid to me, When my father dies, 
either my brother ſhall be king, or we will loſe 
* our heads.”* The King died, and Prince Char- 
les, ſoon after, ſaid, in the poſtſcript of one of his 
letters, What we ſpoke of at Maeſtricht will ſoon 
* be fully accompliſhed, and you may then come 
* to Stockholm.” | 

On this 1 inferted an article in my Gazette, de- 
claring a revolution had taken place in Sweden, 
and that the king had made himſelf abſolute. The 
other papers thought proper to expreſs their doubts, 
and I, immediately, offered to wager a thouſand 
ducats on the truth of every article publiſhed in 
my Gazette under the title © Aix la Chapelle.” 
The news of the revolution in Sweden was inſtan- 
taneouſly confirmed. This incident added greatly 
to the authority of my paper. 

My Gazette foretold the Poliſh partition ſix 
weeks ſooner than any other; but how I obtained 
this intelligence muſt not here be mentioned. I, 
alſo, yas active in the defence of Queen Matilda of 
Denmark. 7 | 1 

The French miniſtry were highly offended at the 
following paſquinade: The three eagles have rent 
* the Poliſh bear; without loſing a teather, with 
„ which any man in the cabinet of Verſailles can 
** write. Since the death of Mazarine, they write 
* there oaly with goole quills.” 


4 
i 


* The prince meant to ſay the power of his father was ſo | 
Iiniced that he was not a king. The preſent monarch has taken 
Cure to have no ſuch complaint, T. . ; 
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By defire of the King of Poland, I wrote a nar- 
rative of the attempt made to aſſaſſinate him, and 
named the nuncio, who had given a general abſo- 
lution to the conſpirators in the chapel of the holy 
virgin. 

The Houſe was pow in flames. Rome inſiſted I 
ſnould recal my words. Her nuncio, at Cologne, 
vented poiſon, daggers, and excommunication ; the 
Empreſs-Queen, herſelf, thought proper to inter- 


tere. I obtained from Warſaw a copy of the exa- 


mination of the conſpizators for my Juſtification. 
This I threatened to publiſh, and ſtood, unmoved, 
in the defence of truth. I derived new honour, 
but new perſecutors, likewiſe; as for proteQors 
none: mine was the fate of all reformers, who muſt 
expect reward beyond the grave. 
Ihe Empreſs wrote to the poſt-maſter general of 
the empire, commanding him to lay an irfterdict on 
the Aix la Chapelle Gazette. Informed of this, I 
ended its publication with the year, but wrote an 
eſſay on the partition of Poland; which alſo, did 
but increaſe my enemies. The prieſts took care not 
to be idle at theſe moments. | 

The magiſtracy of Aix la Chapelle is elected from 
the lower ranks of people, and the Burgher's court 
conſiſts of an ignorant rabble. I know no excep- 
tions, but Baron Lamberte and De Witte; and, 
to heighten the ridicule, this people aſſume to them- 
ſelves titles of dignity, for which they are amen- 
able to the fiſcal court at Vienna. Knowing I 
found little protection at Vienna, they imagined 
they might attack and drive me from their town, 
| was a ſpy on their evil deeds, of whom they 
would willingly have rid themſelves. I, likewiſe, 
knew that the two ſherifts, Kloſs and Furth, and 
the recorder, Geyer, had robbed the town-chamber 
of forty thouſand dollars, and divided the ſpoil. 


To theſe I was a dangerous man; for ſuch reaſons, 


they 
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they ſought a quarrel with me, pretending I had 
committed a treſpaſs by breaking down a hedge, 
and fant a fargeant, citing me to appear at their 
town-houſe. 

It is a well-known right of the empire, that no 
magiſtrate of theſe courts can enforce the perſonal 
appearance of a ſtaff-officer. I was ſubje& only to 
the court called Hof kriegſrath, at Vienna. But by 
this court they ſoon underſtood I ſhould not be pro- 
tected. A moſt diſagreeable litigation enſued. By 
accident I obtained a letter from Count Gravenitz, 
member of the Aulic council, to the poſtmaſter, 
Heinſberg, with whom J had alſo a ſuit pending, in 
which he ſaid that, though juſtice was on my ſide, 
he would undertake to weary me by procraſtination : 
he fulfilled his promiſe, and my wife was obliged 
to pay three hundred florins of gold, under pain of 
execution, while I was abſent at Vienna, endea- 
vouring to obtain right. | 

This was a trifle. The poſtmaſter, Heinſberg, of 
Aix la Chapelle, although he had two thouſand 
three hundred rix-dollars of mine in his poſſeſſion, 
inflituted falſe ſuits againſt me, on pretence of a 
note, which was nothing more than a receipt, for 
a thouſand dollars on account, obtained verdicts 
againſt me contrary to the moſt clear and evident 
juſtice, ſeized on a cargo of wine, worth three 
thouſand eight hundred dollars, at Cologn, and I, 
on the whole, incurred loſſes to the amount of 
elghteen thoujand florins, excluſive of the interrup— 
tion given to the trade ] carried on in wine; which 
devoured the fortune of my wife, and by which ſhe, 
with myſeit, aud my children, were reduced to po- 
wry. 

l ct it not be imagined theſe are merely aſſertions. 
The preſident of one of the courts, to whom 1 com- 
plained, after moralizing concerning the vanity of 
carthly, and the reality of heavenly, hopes, in a 

letter 
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letter told me, It might be the will of God that 
« I ſhould be treated with injuſtice. He could af- 
ford me no help, for he had received her ma- 
«« jeſty's commands,” ———The refcrendary, Gra- 
venitz, himſelf, in 1778, with tears in his eyes, 
acknowledged how much he had injured me, 
aſfirmed he had been deceived, and promiſed he 
would endeayour to obtain reſtitution, I was 
moved, and forgave him, and he attempted to 
keep his promile ; but his power declined, his cor- 
ruptneſs had been manifeſt, the bribes he had re- 
ceived were become too public. He was, at length, 
diſpoſſeſſed of his poſt, but, alas! too late for me. 
He now lives, like the greater part of my enemies, 
a baniſhed man in Poland, deſpiſed, and in po- 
verty. Two other of my judges are at this time 
obliged, in chains, to ſweep the ſireets of Vienna, 
where they are condemned to the houſe of cor- 
rection. Had this been their employment, inſtead 
of being ſeated on the ſeat of Judgment, twenty 
years ago, I might have been more fortunate. It 
certainly is a remarkable circumſtance that I ſhould 
ſo often and ſo continually have been deſpoiled by 
unjuſt judges. Who would have dared to have pub- 
liſhed their deſerts during the plenitude of their 
power? Who would have had the temerity to affirm 
their evil ſhould hereafter bring them to attend on 
the city ſcavenger? I, indeed, knew them but too 
well, and, fearleſs, ſpoke what I knew. But I was 
a reſtleſs man! A flanderer of imperial courts of 
juſtice! It was my mis fortune, not my fault, that I 
was acquainted with their mal-practices ſooner than 
my gracious ſovereign. 5 — 

Here let the ſcene cloſe on my litigations at Aix la 
Chapelle and Vienna. May God preſerve every ho- 
neſt man from the like! True it is they hang heavy 
va my heart, They have ſwallowed up my own pro- 


perty, 
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perty, and that of my innocent wife. Enough! 
Enough YE 53 
From the year 1774 to 17% I chiefly ſpent my 
time in journeying through Englaud and France. I 
was intimate with Dr. Franklin, the American mi- 
niſter; alſo, with the Counts St. Germain and Ver- 
gennes, who made me advantageous propoſals to go 
to America; but I was prevented accepting them by 
my affection for my wife and children,  _ 
My kind friend, the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, 
who bad been governor of Magdeburg during my 
impriſonment, offered me a commiſſion in his ſer- 
vice among the troops going to America: but I an- 
ſwered— | 1 
Gracious prince, my heart beats in the cauſe of 
“ freedom only, I will never aſſiſt in enſlaving men. 
« Were I at the head of your brave grenadiers, I 
© ſhould revolt to the Americans.” | 
During the year 1775 I continued, at Aix la Cha- 
pelle, my periodical eſſays, entitled, The Friend 
* of Men.” My writings had made ſome impreſ- 
lion; the people began to read; the monks were ri- 
diculed, and became more humble; my partizans 
increaſed, and their acchleader had the good fortune 
to get himſelf cudgelled. | 
They did not now mention my name publicly, 
ut catechiſed their penitents at confeſſion. Dur- 
ing this year various {imple people came to me 
from Cologne, Bonn, and Duſſeldorf, deſiring to 
ſpeak with me in private. When I inquired their 
buſineſs, they told me their clergy had informed 
them I was propagating a new religion, in which 
every man muſt ſign himſelf over to. the devil, 
who, then, would ſupply them with money. They 
were willing to become converts to my faith, would 
Beelzebub but give them money, and revenge 
them on their prieſts. © My good friends,” an- 
ſwered, I. © your teachers have deceived you: I 
% know 


WS 


now of no devils but themſelves. Were it, in- 
deed, true that | was founding a new religion, 
„the converts to which the devil would ſupply 
with money, your biſhops and prieſts would be 
the very firſt of my apoſtles, and the moſt ca- 
„ tholic. I am an honeſt moral man, my worthy 
„ friends, as a Chriſtian ought to be. Go home, 
* in God's name, and do your duty. Be honeſt 
and induſtrious, and you will not then want the 
devil to bring you money.” 
I forgot to mention its place that the recorder 
or preſident of the ſheriff's court at Aix la Cha- 
pelle, who is the ſon of the banker Geyer, and 
who is called Baron Geyer, had aſſociated himſelf, 
in 1778, with a Jew convert, and a knight of in- 
duſiry ; and that this noble company, in concert, 
ſwindled a Dutch merchant out of eighty thouſand 
florins, by aſſuming the arms of the EleQtor Pala- 
tine, and producing forged receipts and contracts. 
Geyer was taken in Amſterdam, and would have 
been hanged, but that, by the aid of a faithful 
ſervant, he effected his eſcape. He returned to 
Aix la Chapelle, where he enjoys his honourable 
_ oflice.—— Three years ago it was proved he had 
robbed the town-chambers. His handſome wife 
was, at that time, generis communis, and procured. 
him powerful friends at court. The aſſertions of 
this worthy gentleman found greater credit at Vi- 
enna than thoſe of the innocent, the injured Trenck. 
Ob, Shame! Shame Oh, World! World! 
World! 
My wine trade was fo ſucceſsful that I had cor- 
reſpondents and ftores in London, Paris, Bruxelles, 
Hamburg, and the Hague, and had gained forty- 
thouſand florins, with the moſt flattering proſpects 
from England. One unfortunate day deſtroyed all 
my ſucceſsful hopes in this traffic. 
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Peing in London, I was defrauded of eighteen 
hundred guineas by a ſwindler. The relating of 
this hiſtory will do but little honour to the Englith 
nation. The fault was, principally, my brother- 
in-law's, a young man, who parted with the wine 
before he had received the money. In England 
there is no law againſt ſuch deceivers. They bid 
you truſt no-body, you will then not be wronged. 
And when I had been wronged, and aſked my 
friend's aſſiſtance, I was only laughed at; as if 
they were happy that an Engliſhmaa had the wit 
to cheat a German. I cannot give a circumſtan- 
tial hiſtory of this affair, but it is neceſſary to nar- 
rate it in the abſtract, our prejudices being ſo ſtrong 
in favour of the great worth and juſtice of the Britiſh 
nation. 5 

Finding myſelf defrauded of my wine, I haſten- 
ed to Sir lohn Fielding. He was acquainted with 
me, told me he knew I had been ſwindled, and 
that his friendſhip would make him active in my 
behalf; that he, alſo, knew the houſes where my 
wine was depoſited, and that a party of the run- 
ners ſhould go with me, ſufficiently flrong for its 
recovery, I was little aware that he had, at that 
time, two hundred bottles of my beſt Tokay in his 
ccllar. His pretended kindneſs was a ſnare ; he was 
1 partnerſhip with robbers, the ſtupid among whom 
only he hung, and preferved the moſt adroit for the 


He ſent a conſtable and fix of his runners with 
me, commanding them to act under my orders. 
By good fortune I had a violent head-ach, and 
could not attend them my ſelf, but ſent my brother- 
in law, who ſpuke better Engliſh than I. Him 
they brought to the houſe of a Jew, and told him, 
„ Your wine, fir, is here concealed.” Though it 
was broad day, the door was locked, that he 
might be induced to act illegally. The conttable 

deſired 


1 

deſired him to break the door open, which he, ac- 
cordingly, did: the Jews, in a pretended fright, 
came running, and aſked—** What do you want, 
«« gentlemen ?”—* I want my wine,” anſwered my 
brother.—** Take what is your own,” replied a 
Jew, “but beware of touching my property. I 
* have bought the wine.” - 

My brother attended the conſtable and runners 
into a cellar, and there found a great part of my 
wine. He wrote to Sir John Fielding, that he had 
found the wine, and deſired to know how he waz 


to at. Fielding by a verbal meſſage, anſwered 


—* It muſt be taken by the owner.” —My brother, 
_ accordingly, got a cart, and ſent me the wine. 

He attended the runners, in like manner, to the 
houſe of another Jew, where they proceeded as be- 
fore, and he came back quite rejoiced at having 
recovered the wine. 

Next day came a conſtable, with a warrant 
ſaying, ** He wanted to ſpeak with my brother, 
„ and that it was to go to my friend, Sir John 
„ Fielding.” When he was in the ſtreet he touch- 
ed him with his ſtaff, and told him Sir, you are 
my priſoner.” Here it muſt be remarked that no 
man can be arreſted in his own houſe in London ; 
bur that, when he is in the ftreet, and the conſta- 
ble has touched him with his ſtaff, he is beyond 
delivery; and, ſhould he run, would be ſtupped 
by the people. \ 

All this I was a ſpectator of through the window, 
unable to give any aſſiſtance, I went, however, 
to Sir John Fielding, and aſked what it all meant. 
This upright juſtice anſwered, in a magiſterial tone 
— That my brother had been accuſed of felony. 
The Jews and fwindlers had iworn the wine was a 
legal purchaſe. It I had not taken care to be paid, 
or was Ignorant of the Engliſh laws, that was my 
fault. Six ſwindlers had ſwora the wine was 19 
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for; which circumſtance he had not known, or he 
ſhould not have granted me a warrant. My bro- 
ther had, alſo, broken open doors, and forcibly 
taken away wine which was not his own. They 
had legally made oath of this, and he was charged 
with burglary and robbery. 

He farther deſired me, immediately to give bail 
in a thouſand guineas for my brother, for his a 
pearance in the court of king's bench; otherwiſe, 
his trial would immediately come on, and in a few 
days he would be hanged. 

What was my rage at finding myſelf thus treat- 
eq! And how willingly would Fiore plunged my 
ſword in the breaſt of a man ſo vile as this chief 
magiſtrate of London! | 8 
I haſtened to a lawyer, who was my friend, who 
confirmed what had been told me, adviſed me im- 
mediately to give bail, and he would then defend 
my cauſe. I applied to Lord Mansfield, and re- 
ceived the ſame anſwer. I told my ſtory to all my 
great friends, who were, chiefly, members of par- 
lament, and they laughed at me, that I ſhould 
trade in London, without better underſtanding the 
laws. My intimate friend, Lord Groſvenor, ſaid, 
fend more wine to London, and we will pay 
% you ſo well that you will ſoon recover your 
* loſs.” —— This is the character of the nation. I 
am certain he would have kept his word, but | wan- 
ted the neceflary capital. 

I went to my wine merchants, who had ſtock in 
hand of mine worth upward of a thouſand gui- 
neas. They gave bail for my brother, and in four 


days he was releaſed. 


Fielding, in the interim, ſent his runners to my 
houſe, took back the wine, and reſtored it to the 
Jews, as property of which they had been robbed, 
They threatened farther to proſecute me as a recet; 
ver of ſtolen goods. 1 fled, in all haſte, from a0 

don, 
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don, through Dover, to Paris, where I immediate- 

ly fold off my remaining ſtock at half price, ho- 

ye my bills, and ſo ended my merchan- 
ize. | | 

My brother returned to London, in November, 
ro defend his cauſe in the court of king's beuch ; 
but the ſwindlers had diſappeared, and the lawyer 
required a hundred pounds to proceed. The con- 
cluſion of all this was, my brother returned, with 
ſeventy pounds leſs in his pocket, ſpent as travel- 
ling expences; and the ſtock, in the hands of my 
wine merchants, was detained on pretence of pay- 
ing the bail. They brought me in an apothecary's 
bill, and all was loft. Thus do the Engliſh treat 
the Germans, notwithftanding I had ſo many friends 
in London. „ 

I might fill a volume with ſimilar inſtances. I 
ſhall only relate one ſhort ſtory. A German vio- 
lin-maker, in London, intending to return home, 
had bought his wife a filver coffee-pot, which was 
left ſtanding on the table in his chamber. Some 
one knocked at the door, and two Jews entered. 
Qne beſpoke a violin, the other, while he was con- 
verſing, ſnatched up the coffee-pot, and ran. The 
German looked round, and miſſed the coffee- pot, 
but the other Jew told him, “Do not be uneaſy, 
« my friend, go with me, and 1 will make my 
* comrade give you back your coffee-pot. It is 
* only ſome trick: he is a mad-headed fei- 
«© low.” 

The poor German went with the Jew, who 
brought him into a chamber, where were four 
other Jews, and his coffee-pot on the table. He 
took it, and ſaid, God be praiſed, l have found 
it once more.” The Jew anſwered not a word; 
and the German returned home with his coffee- 
pot.—Forthwith went five Iſraelites to the Juſtice, 
and ſwore that the German had entered their * 

er, 
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ber, and ſtolen thereout a filver coffee-pot. A con- 
ſtable attended them to the German's houſe. The 
Jew ſaid, © That is my coffee- pot: and the other 
ſwearers anſwered, ** Yes, that is yours.” The 
German was taken into cuſtody, and, being deſti- 
tute of witneſſes, was hung upon the evidence of the 
five [ews. | 

I i1poke with this poor fellow in priſon, who told 
me the ſtory himſelf, and actually faw this honeſt 
man hung, by the pityleſs Engliſh. What will my 
readers now ſay to this high-eſteemed nation, 
which, in reality, for a thouſand reaſons, merits 
our contempt ? 

Enough of the proud and ſelfiſh Britons, who 
would treat us, and all other nations, as they do 
cheir negroes, were we to fall under their domi- 
nion. 


Many 


» The names of the wine merchants are omitted in the tranfla- 
tion: the Baron may have been miſtaken ; they -ay have ated 
honeſtly. There is no doubt of the Baron's veracity z that is, 
ſpeaking from the conviction of his own mind. He was in Eng- 
land, and, as he himſelf aſſerts, moſt ſhamefully ſwindled : 
thoſe concerned have ſince become notorious, The perplexities 
of law daily expoſe the natives themſelves to the arts of the diſ- 
honeſt, This is an inevitable defect, the conſequence of an ad- 
vantage, the value of which foreigners ſeldom underſtand: they 

are, from temperament, more haſty than the Engliſh; they 
have been accuſtomed, in ſtates leſs free, when injuſtice is 
manifeſt, to more ſummary proceedings; and, when they 
have any diſpute in England, they uſually fall into the very 
worſt hands. Let us hope the Baron was miſinformed, haſty, 
and that the memory of Sir John Fielding has been wronged! It 
not—f 1 | 

The Baron ſo little knew how he was to act, that it is im- 
poſſible, from his narrative, to ſay whether his brother was 
arreſted as a debtor or impriſoned as a felon, His perplex- 
ity and diſtreſs inſpire abhorrence for thoſe inſtruments 
by whom, inſtead of vigorouſly protecting an uninformed 
ſtranger, they were increaſed. The liberal-minded Englith- 
man will pardon his ſeverity on the nation, remembering how 
he was treated; though by individuals whom this and every 

| nation 
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Many other particulars remain to be told of Aix 
la Chapelle, for which I have not ſufficient room 
in this place. 

The Swediſh General Sprengporten came to Aix 
la Chapelle, in the year 1776. He had planned 
and carried into execution the revolution ſo highly 
favourable to the King, but had ſuddenly left Swe- 
den in diſcontent, and came to take the waters with 
a rooted hypochondria. 5 

He was the moſt dangerous man in Sweden, and 
had told the King himſelf, after the revolution, in 
the preſence of his guards, While Sprengporten 
can hold a ſword, the King has nothing to com- 
% mand.“ 

It was feared he would go to Ruſſia, and Prince 
Charles wrote to me, in the name of the monarch, 
deſiring 1 would exert myſelf, to the utmoſt, to 
make myſelf intimate with him, and perfuade him 
to return to Sweden. No taſk could have been 
more difficult. He was a man of unbounded pride, 
which, notwithſtanding the greatneſs of his abili- 
ties, rendered him either a fool or a madman. He 
likewiſe deſpiſed every thing that was not Swe- 
diſh. | 

Never did I undertake any affair with more ar- 
dour or better ſucceſs: I accompliſhed my purpoſe, 
gained his friendſhip, and unlimited power over 
his mind, and 1eftored him to his king and coun- 
try. we, | 

The Pruſſian miniſter, Count Hertzberg, the 
ſame year, came to Aix la Chapelle: I enjoyed 


the 


nation muſt pity and deſpiſe, The ftory of the poor German 
and his coffee-pot, if the Baron was not deceived, Is indeed 
a tragical one: yet would the oaths of five Jews have hung hve 


hundred, or five thouſand, Engliſhmen ; were they equally deſti- 


tute of the means to prove the faility of ſuch accuſations, Not 
the laws, not the nation, wicked men only were guilty of this 
murder, T. | 
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the honour of his ſociety and converſation three 
months, and every where accompanied this great 
man. To his liberality am I indebted, that [ 
can, at preſent, return tomy country with honour. 
AIs often as they read this, let my children remem- 
ber the reaſons I have had for inculcating this grati- 
tude in their infant hearts. | : 

The time I had to ſpare was not ſpent in idle- 
neſs ; I attacked thoſe ſharpers, in my weekly wri- 
tings, who attend at Aix la Chapelle and Spa, to 
plunder both inhabitants and viſitants, under the 
connivance of the magiſtracy: nor are there want- 
ing foreign noblemen, who become the aſſociates of 
theſe peſts of fociety. The publication of ſuch. 
truths endangered my life from ſome of the deſpe- 
radoes, who, when detected, had nothing more to 
loſe. How powerful is an innoceat life, how great 
that preſence of mind which conſcious virtue in- 
ſpires, nothing can more fully prove, than that I 
ſtill exiſt, in deſpite of all the attempts of wicked 
and ignorant monks, and deſpicable ſharpers. 

Though my life was much diſturbed, yet do! 
not repent of my manner of acting: many a youth, 
many a brave and worthy man have I preſerved 
from deſtruction, detained from the gaming table, 
and perſonally pointed out to them the moſt noto- 
rious ſharpers. This was ſo injurious to Spa that 
the biſhop of Liege, himſelf, who enjoys a tax of 
forty per cent. on all their winnings, and therefore 
protects ſuch villains, offered me an annual penſion 
of five hundred guineas, if I would not come to 
Spa; or three per cent, on the winnings, would 1 
but aflociate myſelf with Colonel N——-t, ard 
raiſe recruits for the gaming table. My anſwer 
may eaſily be imagined, yet, for this, was I threat- 
ened to be excommunicated by the holy catholic 
church. | 

I and 
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I and my family paſſed the greateſt part of ſixteen 
ſummers in Spa. My houfe became the rendez- 
vous of the beſt and moſt reſpectable part of the 
company, and I perſonally known to ſome of the 
moft worthy people in Europe. 

Through life it has been my conſtant defire to act 
for the benefit of others, and to obtain Juſtice for 
the whole world, as well as for myſelf. Fatal ex- 
pertence has convinced me how viſionary ſuch 
ſchemes are. By an effort of this kind I gave my- 
ſelf new cauſe of uneaſineſs. — 

A conteſt aroſe between the town of Aix la Cha- 
pelle, and Baron Blankart, the maſter of the 


hounds to the Elector Palatine : it originated in a 


diſpute concerning precedence, between the before- 
mentioned wiſe of the recorder, Geyer, (who was, 
at this time, miſtreſs to Baron Blankart, and alſo 
to a young canon of the church), and the ſiſter of 
the Burgomaſter of Aix la Chapelle, Kahr, who 
governed that town with oriental deſpotiſm. _ 

- This quarrel was highly detrimental to the town, 
and to the Eleftor Palatine ; but, at the ſame time, 
highly profitable to Kahr, whoſe office it was to 
protect the rights of the town, as well as to thoſe 

rſons who were deputed to defend the claims of 
the Elector: the latter kept a Pharaoh bank, the 
plunder of which had before enriched the town; 
and the former, Kahr, under pretence of defending 
their cauſe, embezzled the money of the people: ſg 
that both parties, inſtead of wiſhing to end, en- 
deavoured, with all their power, to prolong the liti- 
gation. 
It vexed me to the heart to ſee their proceedings. 
Thoſe who ſuffered on each fide, were deceived ; 
and I conceived the vain project of expoſing the 
truth and obliging theſe diſhoneſt agents to an ac- 
commodation. For this purpoſe I journeyed to the 


electoral court, at Manheim, related the facts to the 


VorL. II. © Elector, 
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Elector, produced a plan of accommodation, which 


he approved, and obtained full powers to act as ar- 


bitrator. The miniſter of the Elector, Bekkere, 
pretended highly to approve my honeſt zeal, con- 
duced me himſelf to an audience, made me dine at 
his houſe, took me to the onera, ſaid a commiſſion 
was made out for my fon, and forwarded to Aix la 
Chapelle, which was a falſity, and, the moment 
he quitted me, ſent poſt to Aix la Chapelle, thereby 
to fruſtrate the very attempt he pretended ſo much 
to applaud. He was, himſelf, in league with the 
pafties. In fine, this honeſt, but ſilly, interference 
in what did not concern me, brought me only trou- 
ble, expence, and chagrin. I made five ineffectual 
Journies to Manhein, till at length I became fo diſ- 
ſatisfied that 1 determined to' quit Aix la Chapelle, 
and purchaſe an eftate in Auſtria, where I might live 
in philoſophic eaſe, and purſue the innocent avoca- 
tions of agriculture. f 

The Bavarian conteſt was at this time in agitati- 
on : my own affairs brought me to Paris, and here 
I learned particular intelligence of great conſe- 
quence : this communicated to the great Duke of 
Florence, on my return to Vienna. The Duke de- 
parted to join the army in Bohemia, and I had oc- 
caſion again to write to him, and, from the import- 
ance of the ſubj<&, thought it my duty to ſend a 
courier, at my own expence. The Duke ſhewed 
my letter to the Emperor; my intelligence was re- 
ceived, but 1 myſelf remained unnoticed. 

I did not think myſelf very ſafe, in foreign coun- 
tries, during the time of war, and therefore pur- 
chaſed the lordſhip of Zwerbach, with appurtenan- 
ces, which with the concomitant expences, coſt me 
ſixty thouſand florins. This lordſhip was in a rui- 
nous condition, and was to be. reſtored by my money 


4 
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To conclude this purchaſe, I was obliged, at 
great expence, to ſolicit, during eleven months, the 
referendary, Zetto, whoſe preſent habitation is the 
houſe of correction, and his good friend whom he 
had appointed as my curator, and my new eſtate 
was, likewiſe, made a Fidei commiſſum, for my kind 
referendaries and Curators would not let me eſcape 
contribution. The fix thouſand florias, however, 
of which, in one year, they exonerated my purſe, 
would have done my family much ſervice. 

In May, 1780, I went to Aix la Chapelle, where 
my wife's mother died, in July, and, in September, 
my wife, myſelf, and family, all came to Vienna. 

My wife ſolicited the miſtreſs of the ceremonies, 
to obtain an audience. Her requeit was granted ; 
and ſhe had the good fortune to gain the entire ap- 
probation and fayour of the Empreſs. Her kind- 
neſs was beyond expreſſion: ſhe, herſelf, introdu- 
ced my wife to the Arch-Dutcheſs, as an example 
for women, and commanded her grand miſtreſs of 
the ceremonies to preſent her every where. You 
„% were unwilling,” faid, to accompany your 
% huſband into my country, but I hope to convince 
you that you may live happier in Auſtria, than at 
% Aix la Chapelle.” She ſaid many other things 
equally kind. | 

She next day ſent me her decree, aſſuring me of 
a penſion of four hundred florins, adding this ſhould 
not be all ſhe would do for me. | | 
My wife petitioned the Empreſs to grant me an 
audience; her requeſt was complicd with, and the 
Empreſs ſaid to me, This is the third time in 
* which I would have made your fortune, had you 
„ been ſo diſpoſed.” The audience laſted long; 
her diſcourſe was that of a matron. She deſired 
to ſee my children, adding, So excellent a mo- 
ther muſt have brought you charming children.” 
She then ſpoke of my writings, ** How much 

2 2% 66 good 
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« good might you do,” ſaid ſhe, ©* would you but 
ce write in the cauſe of religion!“ | 

The proſpect now ſeemed to brighten, fand a 
happy futurity to approach. My wife received 
more honour and attention, while ſhe remained at 
Vienna, than many of the firſt ladies of the city. 

We departed for Zwerbach, where we lived con- 
tentedly, but, when about to return to Vienna, 
and ſolicit the reſtitutton of a part of my loſt for- 
tune during this momentary ſunſhine of the court, 
the great Tereſa died, and all my hopes were over- 
caſt. | 

I forgot to relate that, after my favourable audi- 
ence, the Arch-Dutcheſs, Maria Anna, ſpoke to 
me in the name of the Empreſs, and defired me to 
tranſlate a religious work written in French, by the 
Abbe Baudrand, into German. I replied, I ſhould 
have little Tucceſs in tranſlation, but that I would 
obey her majeſty's commands. $45. my work, 
took paſſages: from Baudrand, but inſegted more of 
my own, though the cenfor was leſs faſtidious in the 
examination of what was tntitled a tranſlation. 
The firſt volume was finiſhed in ſix weeks; the Em- 
preſs thought it admirable. The ſecond ſoon fol- 
lowed, and I preſentsd this myfelf. She aſked me 
if it equalled the firſt: I anſwered, I hoped it 
would be found more excellent. No,” ſaid ſhe, 
1 never in my life read a better book ;” and add- 
ed, ſhe much wondered how I could write ſo well 
and ſo quick. 1 promiſed another volume within a 
month. 5 | Jo, 
Before the third was ready, Tereſa died, and 

my expectations deſcended with her to the grave. 
She continually gave orders, on her death-bed, to 
have the writings of Baron Trenck read to her; 
and, though her confeflor well knew the injuſtice 
that had been done me, and all 1 had loſt, yet, in 
theſe her laſt moments, when he had the moſt fa- 

1 vourable 
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vourable of all opportunities, he kept a daſtardly 
ſilence, though he had given me his ſacred promiſe 
to ſpeak in my behalf. 

The cenſor permitted me, after her death, and 
the Arch-Dutcheſs even commanded, that I ſhould 
print what I have here ſtated in the preface to that 
third volume, and this was my only ſatisfaction. 
Untoward, indeed, has ever been my fate. For 
one and thirty years had I been ſoliciting my right, 
which I never could obtain, becauſe the Empreſs 
was deceived by wicked men, and believed me an 
arch-heretic. In the thirty-ſecond my wife had 
the good fortune to convince her this was falſe; 
ſhe had determined to make me reſtitution, and 
"© fortunate, and juſt at this moment ſhe 

ied, 

Oh Fortune, how doſt thou ſport with the pal- 
ſions of men! Yet, was it not ſo much the fault of 
fortune, as of myſelf. I was at length humble 
enough to accept juſtice as a favour, but then it 
was too late. My heart was conſcious of not 
needing favour or forgiveneſs, for | had never 
done ill, therefore did I continue unfortunate ; I 
choſe the narrow path of innocence, my enemies 
the opea field of vice. Their flation was the 
ſtrongeſt, and they have kept poſſeſſion. All con- 
teſt is now paſt, 1 am too old, and need reſt. | 

For my children's ſake have I written this hiſ- 
tory, have told theſe open truths, which perhaps 
may draw down new perſecution on my head. 
The friends of innocence will be their friends. I 
have taught them to live ſatisfied in this world 
with what is neceſſary, and without what is ſu- 
perfluous. Be this their inheritance, inſtead of 
their great Sclavonian eſtates; for the reſt, I leave 
it to God, and that good fame in which their 
torefathers have always lived. 

The penſion granted my wife by the Empreſs, 

in 
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in conſequence of my misfortunes, and our nume- 
Tous family, we only. enjoyed nine months. 

This ſhe was deprived of by the new monarch,, 
who ſuppreſſed that and various other penſions, 
as burthenſome to the ſtate. He, perhaps, knew 
nothing of the affair, as I never ſolicited. Yet 
much has it grieved me. Perhaps I may find re- 
lief when the ſighs wrung from me ſhall reach the 
heart of the father of his people, in this my laſt 
writing. At preſent, nothing for me remains, but 
to live unknewn, and buried in Zwerbach. 

After the death of the Empreſs, that I might 
fulfil every duty to my family, I wrote to the Em- 
peror, deſirous to be fully informed of what 1 had 
to hope. This was my memorial. 


«© Moſt Gracious Emperor, 
ln a work printed at Aix la Chapelle in 1772, 
* the moſt eſſential parts of which I had the ho- 
* nour to preſent to you in 1765, in manuſcript. 
* is the following paſlage : 

All oppreſſed ſubjects ought, at ſtated hours, 
to have acceſs to the throne; thoſe who ſhould 
prefer falſe complaints, ſeek to deceive, or ob- 
_ * tain favours unmerited, ought to be made pub- 
lic examples, and ſtand mutilated in the pillory.” 

« I, moſt gracious Sovereign, am the firſt who. 
« will pronounce judgment on myſelt, if I am not 
* able to prove I have been moſt unjuſtly oppreſ- 
* ſed under the reign of the great Maria Tereſa, 
« and deprived of an immenſe property by unjuſt 
„ Judges, and men in power: I, therefore, hum- 
* bly pray a judge may be appointed, before 
« whom | may be permitted to produce my proofs. 

| Ti. M 
© Gracious Monarch, | 
„ Your ever faithful ſubject, 
ee 
In 
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In vain did I hope an anſwer: my petition re- 
mained unneticed, unregarded, 

The Emperor thought proper to collect the le- 
e and monies beſtowed on hoſpitals into one 
und. The ſyſtem was wiſe and good. My couſin 
Trenck, as I have before ſaid, had bequeathed 
thirty-ſix thouſand florins to an hoſpital for the poor 
of Bavaria, who had been ruined by him and his 
pandours. This I ſhewed he had no right to do, 
having deducted the ſum from the family eſtates; 
I, therefore petitioned the Emperor that theſe 
thirty-ſix thouſand florins might be reſtored, as by 
right they ought, to me and my children, who 
were the people whom Trenck had indeed made 
poor, nothing of the property of his acquiring hav- 
ing been left to pay this legacy, but, on the con- 
trary, the money having been violently exacted 
from mine. | | 

Alas! The memorial came before thoſe who 
were ill informed of the truth, or deemed the in- 
quiry too laborious. In a few days it was deter- 
mined I ſhould be anſwered in the ſame tone in 
which, for ſix and thirty years paſt, all my peti- 
tions and remonſtrances had been anſwered : 


THE REQUEST OF THE PETITIONER CANNOT BE 
GRANTED. 


Fortune, my irreconcfleable- enemy, perſecuted 
me even in my retreat. Within fix years two de- 
ſtructive hailſtorms ſwept away my crops; one 
year was a miſgrowth ; there were ſeven floods ; a 
rot among my ſheep ; all poſſible calamities befel 
me and my manor. = 
The eſtate had been totally ruined, the ponds 
were to drain, the manſion-houſe to repair, three 
farms were to be put into proper condition, and 
the whole new ſtocked. This rendered me poor, 
| cipecially 
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 efpecially as my wife's fortune had been ſunken in 
law-ſuits at Aix la Chapelle and Cologne. 

The urnf.rtunate miſerable peaſants had nothing, 
therefore, nothing could pay; I, on the contrary, 
was obliged to advance them money. My ſons 
aſſiſted me; and we laboured with our own hands; 
my wife, accuſtomed to the affluence of the great 
world, anxious to fulfil the duties of a mother, 
and an excellent woman, took care of eight chil- 
dren, without ſo much as the help of a maid. We 
lived in poverty and wretchedueſs, obliged to earn 
our daily bread by the ſweat of the brow; and, 
had the Emperor, by chance, amid his peregrina- 
tions, viſited Zwerbach, he would have beheld the 
abode of induſtry and virtue, exerting themſelves 
to tulfil all the duties of man, and our ſufferings 
had certainly been leſs ſevere. 

Enough: 1 have aided myſelf. The monarch, 
who oppreſſed, never beheld me crouching to his 
che have deſerved a fate more favourable ; 

avoided a place where men are not actuated by 
the love of. men, and hid myſelf in my Zwerbach : 
I ſighed, ſaid nothing, wrote much, feared no man, 
and rather deſired to ſeek the world's utmoſt boun- 
daries, than live a witneſs of certain ſcenes. 

Tlie greateit of all my misfortunes was my treat- 
ment in ins military court, where Zetto and Krü— 
gel were my referendaries. Zetto had clogged me 
with 2 Curator, and when the cow had no more 
milk to give, tbc; then began to torture me with 
deputations, ſegu-!irations, adminiſtrations, and 
exccutions. Nineteci, times was I obliged, per- 
lonally, to attend in Y icuna within two years, and 
to travel fourteen poits cach time at my own ex- 
pence. This alone ate up my income, Every fix 
years muſt | pay an attorney to diſpute, wrangle, 
and quarrel in my behalf with the curator. Their 
mutual ſquabbles filled huge rolls of writing, we 
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all of which I, in the concluſion, was obliged to 
pay. If an affair was to be expedited, I, by a 
thicd hand, was obliged to ſend the referendary 
ſome excellent ducats. Did he give judgment; fill 
that judgment lay fourteen months 1nefficient, and, 
when it then appeared, the copy was falſe, and ſo 
was ſent to the upper courts, the high referendary 
of which ſaid “ I muſt be diſlodged from Zwer- 
bach.“ | | 

True it is, no ſuch ſentence was ever inſerted in 
their proceedings, and, probably, he in turn may 


be diſlodged himſelf from the ſeat of judgment, and 


once more become the companion of the moſt ho- 
nourable Zetto, in the houſe of correction. So ſhall 
his power be Joſt, to diſlodge, to baniſh, worthy 
citizens from the territories of Auſtria, 

They obliged me at laſt to purchaſe my naturali- 
zatiop. I ſent to Pruſſia for my pedigree, where the 
family had been known four hundred years ; the at- 
teſtatian of this was ſent me by Count Hertzberg. 
Although the family of Trenck had a hundred years 
been land holders in Hungary, yet was my attorney, 
by order of the court, obliged to ſolicit the inſtru- 


ment called ritter-diploma, for which, under pain 


of execution, I muſt pay two thouſand florins. Thus 
are men treated in Vienna, and this treatment I, cer- 
tainly, ſhall not forget. 


By degree, a Fruſſian nobleman is not noble 


in Auſtria ! In Auſtria ! Where every lackey, every 
worthleſs fellow, can purchaſe a diploma, mating 
him a knight of the empire, for twelve hundred 
wretched florins! Where money is the only merit 
necetlary for acquiring the title of Count! Where 
ſuch men as P— and Graſſalkowitz have purchated 
the dignity of PRINCE ! 
l am, at length, ſuffered to be at reſt. They, 
by whom I was perſecuted, inſtead of cleanſing 
2 Courts 
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courts of juſtice, cleanſe the ſtreets, They may 
perhaps, ſoon have company. 

Tortured by courts, terrified by hail-ſtorms, 1 
determined g dread them no more, determined to 
depend on the productions of my pen, and to pub- 
liſh a collection of my works in eight volumes, and 
this hiſtory of my life. 

Fourteen months accompliſhed this purpoſe. My 
labours found a favourable reception through all 
Germany, procured me money, eſteem, and ho- 
nour, and | will now no more ſtruggle through my 
few remaining years under the burthen of law-ſuits, 
curators, referendaries, attornies, courts of juſtice, 
and the unworthy in authority. I will live as it 
I never had poſſeſicd any property on this poor 
earth but what is included within my own head. 


By my writings only will 1 ſeek the means of exiſ(- 


tence; by my writings only endeavour to obtain 
the approbation and the love of men. 

For this I need not be of any country, want no 
title, no protection, no court favour, no lordſhips, 
no particular place of abode, no uniform, no Fidei 
commiſſ-curator ! I am a free burgher of the world, 
dependent on no earthly prince: and to my chil- 
dren I will leave my literary property. This no- 
thing can confiſcate. 


S- :Þ * * 8 . 


On the 22d of Auguſt, 1786, the news arrived 


that Frederic the Great had left this world! 
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The preſent reigning monarch, the beſt among 


the friends of men, the witneſs of my ſufferings 
in my native country, immediately ſent me a royal 


paſſport 


„ 
paſſport for Berlin. The confiſcation of my eſtates 


was annulled, and my deceaſed brother, in Pruſſia, 
had left my children his heirs ! 
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journey, with the imperial permiſſion, back to 
my country, which 1 have been two and forty 
Fears expelled ! I journey—not as a pardoned ma- 
lefactor, but as a man whoſe innocence has been 
eſtabliſhed by the whole tenor of his actions, has 
been proved in his writings, and who is journeying 
to receive his reward ! 
Here I ſhall once more encounter my old friends, 
my relations, and thoſe who have known me 1n the 
day of my affliction. Here ſhall I appear, not as 
=y country's Traitor, but, as my country's Martyr ! 
The Martyr of Virtue ! 
What is the expanfion of my ſoul at obtaining 
that for which I ſo long have laboured ! What my 
joy at the proſpect of futurity, at the victory which 
fortitude, honour, and truth unſhaken, have won ! 
I imagined my end would have been, what my life 
was—tragical ! But a different ſcene opens to my 
view. Of this reſplendent ſcene again ſhall I ap- 
pear one, and now have I to prove I am the very 
man I have ſo often aſſerted myſelf to be, in this 
my hiſtory. Yet is it a great undertaking for a 
grey head, become grey in its conteſts with mis- 
fortune, and requiring retirement and reſt. Slum- 
bering ambition, lulled by philoſophy, again is 
rouſed, animates and inſpires my ſoul, prompting 
me to ſeek that reward for others which, once, I 
ſought for myſelf. To them I leave my name and 
rights; to them whom, not requiring their conſent, 
called into exiſtence; who, from the example of 
their father, contemplating the paſt,, might imagine 
tis nether world only the hell of man, and 205 
they 


920 
they muſt firſt expeA the rewards of virtue beyond 
the grave, had they not learned, from my example, 
alſo, to expect better of fyturity. Yes, for my 
eight children will I ſtill live; them will I conduct 
into thoſe paths of honour in which 1 was, myſelf, 
conducted by my anceſtors: paths to me ſo gloomy, 
yet ſo glorious. | 
Safe am I arrived in haven, a weather-beaten, 
but experienced, ſhipman, enabled to indicate the 
hidden rocks and quickſands of this life's perturbed 
faores ; often have I ſtruck, often been wrecked, 
but never foundered, | 
Poſſible, though little probable, are ſtill future 
ſtorms, For theſe, alſo, am I prepared. Long had 
I reaſon daily to curſe the riſing ſun, and, ſetting. 
to behold it with horror. Death to me appears the 
greateſt benefit; a certain paſſage from agitation to 
peace, from motion to reſt. I fear not the terrific 
dreams of futurity. My children, however, jocund 
in youth, delight in preſent exiſtence, When I 
have fulfilled the duties of a father, then may 1 vo- 
luntarily ceaſe to hve ; nor is it impoſſible but a 
remarkable ſupplement may follow, of the ſtrange 
viciſſitudes of this my lite, in which I may ſpeak 
more openly of things I have been, in prudence, 
obliged partly to conceal, 
thou, oh God! my righteous judge, didſt or- 
tain that 1 ſhould be, that I might remain, an ex- 
ample of ſuffering to the world ; thou madeſt me 
what | am, gaveſt me theſe ſtrong paſſions, theſe 
quick nerves, this univerſal glow, this thrilling of 
the blood, when 1 beheld injuſtice. Strong was 
my mind, that deeply it might medirate on deep ſub- 
jects; firong my memory, that theſe meditations [ 
might retain ; firong my body, that proudly it 
might ſupport all it has pleaſed thee to inflict, - 
Could i believe, with St. Paul, there are, indeed, 


veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruction, then might J 
atlirm 


( 


afirm that, to ſuch, this world were a hell. Put 
not ſo: with the eyes of philoſophy I contemplate 
the good God, who, himſelf, is void of wrath, 
revenge, or the poor paſſions by which his poor 
creatures are tortured. Him have I to thank for 
enabling me to encounter and to conquer a hoſt of 
troubles, leaving me ſtill in being to reap the fruit 
of my victories. 25 

Should I continue to exiſt, ſhould identity go 
with me, arid I ſhould know what 1 was, then, 
when I was called Trenck: when that combina- 
tion of particles, which nature commanded ſhould 
compoſe this body, ſhall be compoſed, fcattered, 
or in other bodies united; when I have no muſcles 
to act, no brain to think, no retina on which pic- 
tures cat! mechanically be painted, my eyes wafted, 
and no tongue remaining to pronounce the Creator's 
name, ſhould I ſtill behold a Creator; then, oh 
then will my ſpirit mount, and indubitably aſſo- 
ciate with the ſpirits of the juſt, that expectant wait 
their golden harps, and glorious crowns, from the 
moſt high God——For human weakneſſes, human 
feelings, ariſing from our nature, ſpringing from 
our temperament, which the Creator kas ordained 
ſhall be even thus, and no otherwiſe : for theſe have 
| ſuffered enough on earth; for theſe can | have no- 
thing to fear, beyond the grave, from a juſt God, 
who made me man, and not angel, and ſtationed me 
in that world in which his own hand had mingled 
good and evil. 35 0 | 

Such is my confeſſion of faith: in this have I 
lived, in this will | die. The duties of a man, and 
of a Chriſtian, I have fulfilled ; nay, often have 
exceeded, often have been too benevolent, too ge- 
nerous ; perhaps, alfo, too proud, too vain; I could 
not bend, although liable to be broken. Many a 
fleepleſs night has a noble thirſt of knowledge made 
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me paſs. Exiſtence was given man to be employed 
III ſhall have ſleep enough in eternal night. 
That I have not ſerved the world, in acts and 
employments where beſt I might, is, perhaps, my 
own fault ; the fault of my manner, which is now 
too radical to be corrected, in this my fixtieth 
year, Ves, I acknowledge my failing, acknow- 
ledge it unbluſhingly ; nay glory in the pride of a 
noble nature. Joy ſhall ſpring up and quicken in 
my heart, when my example, the inſtructions I give 
to youth, ſhall teach them, idle and thoughtlets as 
they often are, virtue and wiſdom, and thus enſure 
their happineſs. Joy ſhall make my white locks 
again youthtul, when grey beards ſhall learn, from 
me, to think and act more honourably, and to die 
tranquilly, Joy ſhall again enlighten my ſoul, 
when the deceitful ſhall become honefl ; the idle in- 
duſtrious; the ignorant learned; the ſlave a free 
man; and the man of fin upright, juſt, and bene- 
volent. a 
For myſelf, I aſk nothing of thoſe who, having 
read my hiſtory, ſhall become my friends, for no- 
thing I need ; but to them do I commit my wife 
and children. My eldeſt ſon is a lieutenant in the 
Tuſcany regiment of cavalry, under General Laſcy, 
and does honour to his father's principles. The ſe- 
cond ſerves his preſent Pruſſian majeſty, as eohign 
in the Poladovſky dragoons, with equal promile. 
The third is ſtill a child. —My daughters will make 
worthy men happy, for virtue and gentleneſs: have 
they imbibed with their mother's milk. Monarchs 
may hereafter remember what I have ſuffered, what 
| have loſt, and what is due to my aſhes. With this 
reflection I calmly quit the world. 50 
Here 1 do publicly declare — l will ſeek no o- 
ther revenge againſt my enemies than that of deſpi- 
ſing their evil deeds. It is my wiſh, and ſhall be 
my endeavour, difficult as is the taſk, to forget the 
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paſt, and having committed no offence, neither 
will 1 ſolicit monarchs for favour and poſts of ho- 
nour, but, as I have lived a free man, a free man 
will I die. | 

Let the wiſe and benevolent reader grant me com- 
paſſion, and, by my example, avoid much of that 
miſery in which too much raſhneſs, or too little 
caution has involved me. | 

He, whoſe untimely ambition impels him to un- 
dertakings beyond his ſtrength ; he, who concerns 
himſelf with affairs not properly his own: he, who 
erects himſelf into a reformer of this world's abuſes, 
will be the martyr of virtue, or, perhaps, the dupe 
of folly, and, after having lived perſecuted, may 
even have the fortune to die deſpiſed. 

I concludethis part of my hiſtory on the evening 
preceding my journey to Berlin: now, when I take 
leave of my beloved wife and children. Grant, oh 
God, that for them I may journey! God grant I 
may encounter no new affliction, to be inſerted in 
this tragical hiſtory... —Higher and better be my 
hopes. 45 | 
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I have informed the reader of the preparations 
for my journey to Berlin, whence the magnanimous 
Frederic William ſeat me the deſired paſſport. 
This journey I chearfully prepared to undertake, 
but my ever-envious fate threw me on the bed of 
ſickneſs, inſomuch that ſmall hope remained I ever 
ſhould again behold the country of my forefathers, 


or outlive the moment which I had been twenty 


years in anxious expectation of beholding. I 
ſeemed following the Great Frederic to the manſions 
of the dead; then ſhould I never have concluded 


this work, or obtained the victory by which If am 


now ſo gloriouſly crowned; + 
| A variety 
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A variety of obſtacles overcome, I found it tecef- 
fary firſt to make a journey into Hungary, which was 
one of the moſt vivifying and pleafant of my whole 
"mn" ? - 2% 
Wherever # went, eſpecially at Ofen and Peſt, [ 
met that honourable reception, that ſenſibility of 
foul, the full enjoyment-of which he only can fec! 
who ſolely ſeeks the approbation of the wife, the 
worthy, and the juſt. I have no words to expreſs 
my ſenſations, my ardent wiſhes for the welfare of 
a nation, where I met ſo many proofs of honour- 
able friendſhip. Wherever I appeared, I was wel- 
comed, and followed with love and that enthufiafm 
which only await the fathers of their country. 
The valour of my couſin Trenck, who died inglo- 
riouſ]y in the Spielberg, the loſs of my great Hun- 
garian eſtates, the fame of my writings, and the 
cruelty of my ſufferings, had gone before me. 
Theſe muſt 1 thank for the reception which I never 
can forget. The officers of the army, the nobles of 
the land, alike teſtified the warmth of their eſteem. 
Such is the reward of the upright : ſuch, too, 
are the proofs that this nation knows how juſtly to 
value fortitude and virtue. Have 1 not reaſon to 
glory in this; to publiſh my gratitude, and to re- 
commend my children to thoſe who, when 1 am 
no more, ſhall dare uprightly to determine concern- 
ing the rights which have unjuſtly been ſnatched 
from me in Hungary? For myſelt, | am content, 
nay rewarded, when commiſerated as the martyt to 
the love of truth, of which 1 have ever flood the 
undaunted advocate. A | 
| Nut a man in Hungary, thoſe alone excepted 
who were intereſted in my oppreſſion, but will pro- 
claim I have been unjuſtly dealt by: yet have I 
good reaſon to doubt 1 never ſhall find redreſs. 
Sentence has been already given; judges, more ho- 
neſt, cannot, without difficulty, reverſe old — 

an 
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and the preſent poſſeſſors of my fine eſtates are, al- 
ſo, too powerful, too intimate with the governors of 
the earth, for me to entertain any hope of a hap- 
pier futurity. God knows my heart :—I wiſh the 
preſent poſſeſſors may render ſervices to the ſtate, 
equal to thoſe rendered by the family of the 
Trencks; or to thoſe that family would have ren- 
dered, had its capability, and the uprightneſs of 
its intentions, been ſooner and more properly eſti- 
mated. 

There is little probability I ſhould ever behold 
my worthy and noble friends in Hungary more. 
Here I bid them adieu, promiſing them to endea- 
vour to paſs the remainder of my life fo as ſtill to 
merit the approbation of a people, with whoſe aſh- 
es I would moſt willingly have mingled my own. 
May the God of heaven proſper their undertak- 
ings ! May the God of heaven preſerve every Hun- 
garian from a fate ſimilar to mine! A fate, which, 
{till unredreſſed, I ſuffer, and, with ſighs and de- 
ſpair, to ſuffer muſt ſtill continue. 

The Croats have ever been reckoned rude and 
uncultivated. In Vienna, men talk of their ſemi- 
naries, their academies, and their ſcience: yet, among 
this rude and uncultivated people, I found more 
ſubſcribers to my writings than among all the learn- 
ed men of Vienna; and, in Hungary, more than 
in all the remainder of the Auſtrian dommions. 

The wile literati of the capital are little in queſt 
of freedom. The Hungarians, the unlettered 
Croats, ſeek information. The poliſhed people of 
Vienna aſk their confeſſors permiſſion to read in- 
ſtructive books. Various ſubſcribers, having read 
the firſt volume of my works, brought it back, and 
re-demanded their money, becauſe ſome monk had 
told them it was a book dangerous to be read. The 
very judges of their courts have re- ſold them to the 
bookſellers for a few pence, or beſtowed them on 
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thoſe, who had the care of their conſciences, to 
burn. 

The Hungarians have read with avidity ; have 
thanked me moſt ſincerely for the inſtruction they 
have received, and the attempts I have made to de- 
ſtroy vulgar prejudices. In Vienna, alone, was 
my life decried as a romance ; in Hungary, on the 
contrary, I found the compaſhon of men, their 


friendſhip, and effectual aid. Had my book been 


the production of an Engliſhman, good withes 
would not have been his only reward; lords and 
ladies would have ſubſcribed, to have procured him 
eaſe, and the ſtate itſelf would have ſelected him 
as a man who, 1n juſtice, muſt have retribution. 
We poor German writers have cenſors and in- 
tereſted critics to encounter, if we would ſpeak 
truth, and unmaſk injuſtice; and, if a book 
finds a rapid ſale, mean and diſhoneſt printers iſſue 
ſpurious editions, defrauding the author of his la- 
bours. Such privileged wretches derive profit from 
theft, yet aſſociate themſelves in companies, appear 
m the ſociety of honeſt men, and are enabled, by 
their ill-gotten gains, to purchafe patents of nobi- 
lity in Vienna: yet courts of juftice, that would 
execute a man, as a thief, whom hunger had 
compelled to ſteal a loaf of bread, behold theſe 
practices with indifference. Such governments 
are ignorant of the real influence of knowledge on 
the wealth and power of ſtates. To keep the uſe- 
ful writer poor, unprotected, not to incite his in- 
duſtry, by honour and reward, is political igno- 


rance and error of infinite importance. 


Want of teachers is want of knowledge. Men 
of genius, unſupported, will quit their country; 
or, if they remain, will be devoured by chagrin 
and conflicting paſſions, or waſte their lives in ex- 


ertions merely mechanical. Induſtry, unreward- 


ed, ſlumbers inactive, and, where true ſcience is 
not, there will the libraries and minds of men be 
loaded 


3 


loaded with contemptible and deſtructive theologi- 
cal diſputes. Prieſtcraſs and Rome flouryh, and 
the ſtate remains in ignorance. Uſeful men are 
wanting in countries where the canons of the church 
and military tactics can ſubject and deſtioy, but 
cannot enlighten and regenerate. 

The encouragement of the learned produces able 
and ſcientific teachers, and from their ſeminaries, 
men of genius occaſionally come forth. If oblig- 
ed to write for their daily bread, the minds of ſuch 
men begin to deſpond ; paid by the ſheet, they 
write haittly, inſtead of producing thoſe beautiful 
original works, of which they are capable. The 
world is thus inundated with books and pamphlets; 
the undiſcerning reader knows not which to ſelect : 
the more intelligent are diſguſted, or do not read 
at all, and a work of merit thus becomes as little 
profitable to the author as to the ſtate. 

The reader will pardon this digreſſion, and will 
ſurther permit me to remark that thoſe critical writ- 
ings, the intent of which is only to diſcover faults 
in, and blame all other writings, ſerve but to de- 
preſs the firſt efforts of genius, and injure the beſt 
of authors, in the opinions of the ill-judging ; yet he 
who criticiſes will gain as much as he who invents. 

Thoſe, who have read the writings of Gellert 
are ſtill deſirous of hearing what ſlander and envy 


have to alledge. Curioſity mduces us to ſeek the 


aid of optics, that we may diſcover the ſpots in the 
jun, and thoſe the ſimple gazer imagines he has 


leen, when the impoſtor, that preſents the teleſ- 


cope, has previouſſy ſpotted the glaſs. 

The man who invents does but ſmile at thoſe 
who attend only to the order of words, or the 
placing of commas ; or who detect him in hav- 


ing, for a moment, forgotten his grammar: yet 


ſuch inſects muſt exiſt. ——The caterpillar will de- 
ſtroy che bloom of the peach, nay, will devour the 


fruit; but what ſhould be ſaid to the gardiner, 


H 2 who, 
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who, therefore, roots up the tree, or ſo lops its 
branches as to render it barren ;—what, indeed, 
ſhould he plant the thiſtle in its place? 

I Teft Vienna on the 5th of January, and came 
to Prague. Here I found nearly the ſame recep. 
tion as in Hungary; my writings had been univer- 
ſally read. Citizens, noblemen, and noble la- 
dies, treated me with like favour, like friendſhip : 
may they, as they merit, live happy, in connubia} 
love : may the monarch know how to value and 
employ men of generous feelings and enlarged un- 
derſtandings, whom here, contrary to expectation, 
J found. | | 

I reluctantly bade adieu to Prague, and conti- 
nued my journey to Berlin. Here, in Bohemia, I 
took leave of my fon, a lieutenant in the ſecond re- 
giment of carabineers, who ſaw his grey-headed fa- 

ther, and his two brothers, deſtmed for the Pruf- 
ſian ſervice, depart. He felt the full weight ofthis 
ſeparation ; I reminded him of his duty to the ſtate 
he ſerved; alſo, of the fearful fate of his uncle 
and father, in Auſtria, and of the poſſeſſors of our 
vaſt eſtates im Hungary.—He ſhrank back—a look 
from his father pierced him to the ſoul—tears ſtood 
in his eyes—his youthful blood flowed quick, and 
the following expreſſions burſt ſuddenly from his 
tips ;—© I call God to witneſs, I will prove my- 
© ſelf worthy of my father's name, and that, while 
4 live, his enemies ſhall be mine.“ | 

What are the feelings. of a father, who in his 
ſon embraces his friend ! His brothers wept, nor 
could I retain my tears! The beſt of opportuni- 
ties this to inſtil the beſt of principles: and I here 
remind them of the holy covenant we then made 
charging them to read this, and remember it 
when T am laid low in the grave. The monarch 
who ſhallwiſh to entertain them in his ſervice, may 
reſt aſſured of their fidelity, zeal, and their 9 


11 
of mind . Actuated by the nobleſt ſpirit of ambi- 


tion, they will endure no diſhonour ; and fo, not 
enduring, only, will they fulfil my wiſhes and 
commands, | 

At Peterſwalde, in the road to Dreſden, my car- 
riage broke down : my life was endangered, and 
my ſon received a contuſion in the arm. The ery- 
fipelas broke out on him at Berlin, and I could 
not preſent him to the king during a month after 
my arrival. 

I had been but a ſhort time at Berlin before the 
well-known miniſter, Count Hertzberg, with whom 
I had been acquainted at Aix la Chapelle, receiv- 
ed me with all poſhble kindneſs, ery man to 
whom his private and internal worth are known, 
not ſeeking the addition of titles, will congratulate 
the ſtate that has the wiſdom and good fortune to 
beſtow on him ſo high an office. His ſcholaſtic 
and practical learning, his knowledge of languages, 
his acquaintance with the profound ſciences, are 
indeed wonderful, His diſcourſe is eloquent, his 
writings are original, his character noble, and his 
heart feeling. His zeal for his country 1s ardent, 
his love for his king unprejudiced, his induſtry ad- 
mirable, his firmneſs that of a man, and his beha- 
viour in private amiable and deſtitute of miniſterial 
arrogance. He is the moſt experienced and beſt 
informed man in the Pruſſian ſtates on internal ceco- 
nomy. He harangues moſt inſtructively in the aſ- 
ſemblies of the Royal Academy of Berlin, and 
ſpeaks with equal affability and philanthropy to the 
poor peaſant. 'The very enemies of his country 
may rely on his word; the eſtabliſhment of the 
Pruſſian power js the object of his heart, though 
he is incapable of ſeeking even this in the inſidious 
paths of Machiavilian politics. The artful he 
can encounter with art; thoſe who menace 


with defiance and fortitude ; and, with wiſe 10 
ight, 


„ 


ſight, can avert the riſing ſtorm, The duties of 
his laborious ſtation he himſelf fulfils. He ſeeks 
not ſplendor in ſumptuous entertainment, and 
oſtentatious retinue; but, can he only enrich the 
ſtate, and behold the people happy, be is himſelf 
willing to remain poor. His eſtate, Briefs, near 
Berlin, is no Chanteloup, but a model for thoſe 
patriots who would ſtudy ceconomy. Here he, 
every Wedneſday, after Meere fatigue, enjoys re- 
creation. The eri he renders the kingdom 
coſt it only five thouſand rix-dollars yearly ; he, 
therefore, lives without oftentation, yet becoming | 
his ſtate, and with fplendor when ſplendor is ne- 
ceſſary. He does not, like other miniſters, plun- 
der the public treaſury that he may preſerve his 
private property. The labours he performs render 

his life unenviable, nor will his death be rich. 
This man, whom without flattery I have de- 
ſeribed, is he who will live ſo conſpicuous inthe an- 
nals of Pruſſia; he who was ſo inceſſantly employed 
under the great Frederic; who ſo much contribu- 
ted to make him great; had ſo much influence in 
the cabinets of Europe; ſo much drew the atten- 
tion of thinking men; who alone enjoyed the con- 
fidence and honour of being admitted a witneſs of 
the laſt actions, the laſt ſenſations of his dying 
king; yet, who, during his whole life, favoured 
as he was by this king, never aſked, nor ever re- 
ceived, the leaſt gratuity. This is the miniſter whole 
perſonal converſation I had two months the hap- 
pineſs to partake at Aix la Chapelle and Spa, 
whoſe approbation I obtained, whoſe welfare 15 
the wiſh of my heart, and whoſe memory I ſhall 
ever revere. Ample be the rewards his countrv 
ſhall beftow ! Never may envy detract from his 
merits, or diſquiet his grey hairs, when he ſhall 
find reaſon, at length, to live for himſelf, or with 
glory tro lay down that burthen, which no . 
| inglc 
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ſingle man will be found potent enough to bear. 

1 was received with diſtinction at his table, 
where I aſſociated with the moſt learned menibers 
of the Berlin-Academy, and became acquainted 
with thoſe whoſe ſcience moſt had profited and ho- 
noured the Pruſſian ſtates; nor was any thing more 
flatte ring to my ſelf- love, than that men like theſe 
mould think me worthy their friendſhip. 

Net many days paſſed before I was preſented at 
court by the Pruſſian chamberlain, prince Sacken ; 
as it is not cuſtomary, at Berlin, for a foreign ſub- 
jet to be preſented by the miniſter of his own 
court. Though a Pruſſian ſubject, I wore the Im- 
perial uniform. 

The king received me with remarkable conde- 

ſcenſion: all eyes were directed towards me, each 
perſon took me by the hand, each welcomed me to 
my country. This moved me the more by being 
remarked by the foreign mmiſters, who aſked, with 
ſurpriſe, who that Auſtrian officer could be who 
was received with ſo much affection, and ſuch evi- 
dent joy in Berlin. The gracious Monarch him- 
{elf gave tokens of a noble pleaſure, at beholding 
me thus ſurrounded. Among the reſt, came the 
worthy and honourable General Prittwitz, who 
embraced me, and ſaid aloud — 

« This is the gentleman who might have ruined 
«© me, to effect his own deliverance.” 

Confuſed at fo public a declaration, I defired 
him to expound this riddle ; and he added — 

* I was obliged to be one of your guards on 
your unfortunate journey from Dantzic to Mag- 
« deburg, in the year 1754, when I was a lieute- 
* nant. On the road I left my eſcort behind, and 
* continued alone with you in an open carriage. 
This gave you an opportunity to eſcape, but 
e you forbore. I afterward ſaw the danger to 
5 * which 
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** which I had expoſed myſelf. Had you been 
leis noble-minded, had ſuch a priſoner eſcaped, 
through my negligence, I had certainly been 
„ ruined. [The king believed you alike dangerous, 
and deſerving of puniſhment. I, therefore, here 
publickly acknowledge you as my ſaviour, and 
am in gratitude your friend.” 

The reader need but refer to the firſt volume, 
and he will find this noticed ; but, when I wrote 
it, I knew not the generous man, who wiſhed me 


ſo well, was the preſent General Prittwitz. That 


he ſhould himſelf remind me of this incident does 
him the greater honour. 

The magnanimity of the action might be called 
in doubt by all who do not know that, even in 
chains, I might have eſcaped, would I have de- 
ceived thoſe who honoured me with their confi- 
dence. When 1mpriſoned in Glatz, I was permit- 
ted to hunt; a friend remained in my bed, and I 
returned as a man of honour ought. My eſtabliſhed 
character in this reſpe& was public in Magdeburg. 
I have given repeated proofs that I would not owe 
my own welfare to another's misfortune ; yet I 


myſelf doubt the motives of my own conduct in 


journeying from Dantzic. The confidential man- 
ner in which J was treated lulled me into ſecurity; 
my conſcience, void of guilt, could not lead me to 
dread the miſeries of Magdeburg—In fine, my 
fate ſo would have it that in chains I ſhould ten 
years remain. Could I have foreſeen, could I have 
ſuſpected what I was to ſuffer, I ſhould, probably, 
have eſcaped, and the worthy Prittwitz would 
have been caſhiered. 

In all the various accidents of life, when in dan- 
ger, I have never heſitated, but ſuddenly refolved, 
and ſometimes raſhly—this journey aloneexcepted. 
Such is the intricacy of the fate of man, a clue to 
which the wiſe will not attempt to find. Why 

was 


( 


was I at one moment lo irreſolute, and fo head- 
long at every other? Why does the braveſt ſoldier 
at certain times appear a coward, and thereby loſe 
all his former hard-earned fame? Why does the 
coward himſelf feel intervals of courage? The bo- 
dy's injuries add too, or diminiſh the mind's vi- 
gour! The will depends on the ſtomach's concoc- 
tion. He, whoſe rapid circulation never ſuffers 
him to ſtand ſtill, yet, cannot riſe and dance, if 
ſuffering from indigeſtion. If the weather be 
gloomy, ſo often will be the intelle&. Such are 
mechanical cauſes: he who would 'feck reaſons 
more ſublime, which I have not to give, muſt ap- 
ply to his guardian angel, or the ſwarming ſprites 
of Swedenburg, and there he ſhall find ſhade with- 
out body, and body without ſhade. 

Having been introduced at court, I thought it 
neceſſary to obſerve cuſtomary ceremonies, and was 
preſented by the imperial ambaſſador, prince Reuſs, 
to all foreign miniſters, and ſuch families as are in 
the routine of admitting like viſits. I was receiv- 
ed by the Prince Royal, the reigning . the 

Queen Dowager, and the whole royal family, in 
their various palaces, with eſteem and favour ne- 
ver to be forgotten. His royal highneſs Prince 
Henry, the well-known partaker of his brother's 
glory, invited me to a private audience, continued 
long in converſation with me, teſtified the utmoſt 
compaſſion at what I had undergone, promiſed me 
his future protection, admitted me to his private 
concerts, and made me ſtay and ſup at court. 

A like reception I met in the palace of Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwic, where I frequently dined 
and ſupped. His princeſs, well worthy a crown, 
took delight in hearing my narratives, and m my 
knowledge of men and manners, and loaded me 
with favours. 

by Prince 
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„ which I had expoſed myſelf. Had you been 
leis noble-minded,. had ſuch a priſoner eſcaped, 
through my negligence, I had certainly been 
<< ruined. The king believed you alike dangerous, 
* and deſerving of pumiſhment. I, therefore, here 
* publickly acknowledge you as my ſaviour, and 
am in gratitude your friend.” 

The reader need but refer to the firſt volume, 
and he will find this noticed ; but, when I wrote 
it, I knew not the generous man, who wiſhed me 
ſo well, was the preſent General Prittwitz. That 
he ſhould himſelf remind me of this incident does 
him the greater honour. | 

The magnanimity of the action might be called 
in doubt by all who do not know that, even in 
chains, I might have eſcaped, would I have de- 
ceived thoſe who honoured me with their confi- 
dence. When impriſoned in Glatz, I was permit- 
ted to hunt; a friend remained in my bed, and 1 
returned as a man of honour ought. My eſtabliſhed 
character in this reſpect was public in Magdeburg. 
I have given repeated proofs that I would not owe 
my own welfare to another's misfortune ; yet I 
myſelf doubt the motives of my own conduct in 
journeying from Dantzic. The confidential man- 
ner in which I was treated lulled me into ſecurity; 
my conſcience, void of guilt, could not lead me to 
dread the miſeries of Magdeburg—In fine, my 
fate ſo would have it that in chains I ſhould ten 
yearsremain. Could I have foreſeen, could I have 
ſuſpected what I was to ſuffer, I ſhould, probably, 
have eſcaped, and the worthy Prittwitz would 
have been caſhiered. | 

In all the various accidents of life, when in dan- 
ger, I have never heſitated, but ſuddenly reſolved, 
and ſometimes raſhly—this journey alone excepted. 
Such is the 1ntricacy of the fate of man, a clue to 
which the wiſe will not attempt to find. Why 

was 
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was I at one moment ſo irreſolute, and fo head- 
long at every other? Why does the braveſt ſoldier 
at certain times appear a coward, and thereby loſe 
all his former hard-earned fame? Why does the 
coward himſelf feel intervals of courage? The bo- 
dy's injuries add too, or diminiſh the mind's vi- 
gour! The will depends on the ſtomach's concoc- 
tion. He, whoſe rapid circulation never ſuffers 
him to ſtand ſtill, yet, cannot riſe and dance, if 
ſuffering from indigeſtion. If the weather be 
gloomy, ſo often will be the intellect. Such are 
mechanical cauſes: he who would ſeek reaſons 
more ſublime, which I have not to give, muſt ap- 
ply to his guardian angel, or the ſwarming ſprites 
of Swedenburg, and there he ſhall find ſhade with- 
out body, and body without ſhade. 

Having been introduced at court, I thought it 
neceſſary to obſerve cuſtomary ceremonies, and was 
preſented by the imperial ambaſſador, prince Reuſs, 
to all foreign miniſters, and ſuch families as are in 
the routine of admitting like viſits. I was receiv- 
ed by the Prince Royal, the reigning . the 
Queen Dowager, and the whole royal family, in 
their various palaces, with eſteem and favour ne- 
ver to be forgotten. His royal highneſs Prince 
Henry, the well-known partaker of his brother's 
glory, invited me to a private audience, continued 
long in converſation with me, teſtified the utmoſt 
compaſſion at what I had undergone, promiſed me 
his future protection, admitted me to his private 
concerts, and made me ſtay and ſup at court. 

A like reception I met in the palace of Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwic, where I frequently dined 
and ſupped. His princeſs, well worthy a crown, 
took delight in hearing my narratives, and m my 
knowledge of men and manners, and loaded me 
with favours. 

* Prince 
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Prince Ferdinand's mode of educating his chil- 
dren is exemplary, and well worthy imitation. 
From this family the world, with good reaſon, has 
much to expect. 'I he ſons are inſtructed in the 
ſoldier's duties, their bodies are inured to the in- 
elemencies of weather, ſuch as the meaneſt man in 
an army muſt ſupport; they are taught to ride, 
ſwim, and ae ſteeled to all the fatigues of war. 
Therefore is their growth like the cedar of Leba- 
non, and their minds as exalted. Princely pride 
they only know to deſpiſe. Their hearts are form- 
ed for friendſhip, and pant to acquire all the fame 
of noble deeds, which, for this reaſon, they can- 
not fall to attain. Happy the ſtate wherein the 
are born! Happy the nation in defence of which 
they are to act! 

Never yet has flattery d my pen, ner be 
i: now ſuſpected, when I fay how highly I honour 
thetr noble mother, who has educated her ſons for 
their country's god, teaching them, not the effe- 
minate and contemptible vices, but the high duties 
of princes, aceuſtoming them like men to labour, 
like men to grow wile. 

] fpeak from knowledge, therefore my word is 

not liable to reproof. I have ſaid too little. The 
icleftion of thoſe who were to teach them widom, 
to improve their natural talents,” mſtru& them to 
govern their paſhons,. enlarge their views, and 
ſtrengthen their love of mankind, was certainly 
moſt ſortunate, and as well diſplays the penetra- 
tion of thoſe who chofe them, as the views with 
which they were choſen. 3b 

How immenſe the difference between this and 
the mode I have ſeen practiſed in other countries, 
where, ſhuddering, I have beheld future deſpots in 
puny boys! How ridiculous theſe their Royal High- 
neſjes appear, Who, though born to rule, are not, 
ia real worth or abilities, deſerving to be the 


lackeys 


3 ( 107 ) | 
lackeys of 'the leaſt of thoſe whom they treat with 
contempt; and yet who ſwell, ſtrut, ſtride, and 
contemplate themſelves as eſſentially different by 
nature, and of a ſuperior rank in the ſcale of be- 
ings, though, in _— their minds are of the 
loweſt, the meaneſt claſs. 

Happy the ſtate whoſe prince is deeply impreſſ- 
ed with a ſenſe that the people are not his proper- 
ty, but he the property of the people! Would men 
ever have been ſcourged by the iron whip of arbi- 
trary power, had not their minds, from infancy, 
been poiſoned with flaviſh principles; had not the 
few wiſe been unable to actuate and inſpire the 
crouching vaſſal ſwarm? A prince, beloved by his 
people, will ever render a nation more happy than 
he whoſe only with is to inſpire fear. 

The pleaſure I received at Berlin was great in- 
deed. When I went to court, the honeſt citizens 
crowded to ſee me; and, when any one among 
them ſaid © That 18 Trenck,” the reſt would cry 
* Welcome once more to your country” —while 
many would reach me their ton with the tears 
ſtand ing in their eyes. Frequent were the ſcenes 
I experienced of this kind. No pardoned malefac- 
tor would have been ſo received Oh no 
It was the ſweet reward of innocence : this reward 
was fully beſtowed throughout the Pruſſian territo- 
TICS. . 5: | 

Oh world, ill-judging world, deceived by ſhow ! 
What is thy praiſe, or what thy blame? Doſt thou 
not blindly follow the opinion of the prince, be he 
ſevere, or indulgent, arbitrary, or juſt? Thy cen- 


ſure and thy praiſe equally originate in common 


report. I am of this an exemplary proof. In 
Magdeburg I lay, chained to the wall, ten years, 
ſighing in wretchedneſs, ſuffering every afffiction, 
every calamity of hunger, cold, nakedneſs, and 
contempt. And wherefore? Becauſe the King, 
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flanderers deceived, pronounced me worthy 
ihment. Becauſe a wiſe King miſtook me, and 
treated me with barbarity. Becauſe a prudent 
King, knowing he had done wrong, yet would not 
have it ſo ſuppoſed, So was his heart turned to 
ftone ; nay, oppoſed by manly fortitude, was en- 
raged to cruelty. Moſt men knew I was an inno- 
cent ſufferer, © Yet did they all cry out the more, 
** fayig, let him be cructhed !——And why ? 
What evil hath he done?” Frederick had pro- 
nounced the ſentence—It was his will, and I muſt 
be deemed a malefactor. My very relations were 
aſhamed to hear my name. My ſiſter was barba- 
roufly treated becauſe ſhe piteouſly aſſiſted me in 
 my- misfortunes. No man durſt openly avow him- 
felf my friend, durit own I merited compaſſion; or, 
much lefs, that the iufallible King had erred, I 
was the molt deſpiſed, forlorn, man on earth; and, 
when thus put on the rack, had I there expired, my 
epitaph would have been, Here lies the traitor 
« Trenck.” TIE. „ 
Frederick is dead, and the ſcene is changed: 
another monarch has aſcended the throne, and the 
grub is changed to a beautiful butterfly! The ſun 
is riſen, and the light ſhines upon my hiſtory and 
myſelf. The witneſſes to all I have aſſerted are 
fill living, and loudly now proclaim the truth, 
embrace me with heartfelt affection; and the uni- 
verſal contempt of error, which I fo long endured, 
is now changed to univerſal admiration and 
eſteem! | 

The grandees of the earth, who, thirty years, or 
even as many months, ago, Frederic being alive, 
would not have deigned a look, or deemed me wor- 

thy the ſmalleſt compaſſion, now condeſcending] 
embrace me! Frederic Wilham has done me Bl. 
tice. Frederic the Great lies filent, unable to 
| gainſay 
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gainſay the ſentence! I am yet the ſame ; great as 

is this change. 4 
Does the worth of man depend upon his actions; * 

his reward or puniſhment upon his virtue? In ar- * 


bitrary ſtates certainly not. They depend on the p q 
breath of a king! Frederic was the moſt penetrat- Y 
ing prince of his age, but the moſt obſtinate alſo; 4 
the moſt unrelenting whenever he encountered op- 'f 
poſition, or by perſiſting in, could diſguiſe error. 4 
A vice dreadful to hen whom he ſelected as vic- 
tims, that muſt be ſacrificed to the promoting of 
his arbitrary views ! 

- Suſpicion may render a monarch leſs liable to be 
deceived on certain occaſions, but to how many 1 
flanders and falſchoods is he expoſed by this perni- 1 
cious quality! I had ſtrength to ſupport eve ke 
thing Frederic had power to inflict; nay, after all | 


my ſufferings, have Reed to ſee the end of my royal 1 
foe; to whole overgrown armies and uncircum- '% 
ſcribed will I had nothing but patience and for- 5 


titude to oppoſe. But oh! How many were there, 
like me, groaning in dungeons, the victims of a 
fate ſo wretched, who now are no more! Or who, 


| 
4 
publiſhing all the miſeries they have endured ! AI 


now, if living, have not, like me, the means of 
How many. periſhed the fin-offerings of this obſti- 4 


nate ſelf-will, whoſe orphan children now cry to 3 
God. for vengeance! How many of theſe orphans 
are obliged to utter their groans in ſecret: becauſe, | 
their fathers having been cut off, they have no 4 
means of juſtification! The dead, alas! cannot A 
plead. Trial began and ended with execution. 1 
The few words If is the King's command —were, 9 
indeed, words of horror to the poor condemned 
wretch denied to plead his innocence ! ——Yet 
What is the Je (Imperial order) in Ruſſia - Tei 
eſt notre bon plalſir (Such is our good pleaſure) in 
France, or the Allergnadig ſie Hof-reſolution CFR 
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all- gracious ſentence of the court), pronounced 
with the ſweet tone of a Vienna matron ? In what 
do thef differ from the arbitrary order of a mili- 
tary detpot ? 

Curſed effects of court paraſites, who perſuade 
the god of their idolatry he is infallible ! And in- 
fuſe into his heart the falſe and deſtructive principle 
that a king is ſuperior to Jaw! That the country 
over which he reigns is his property? And that the 
ſubject ought not to demand juſtice as a night, 
but crouch and receive it as a favour! 

Every effort, every prayer, of man ſhould be 
. confecrated to man's general good; to obtain free- 
dom for him, and univerſal juſtice! Together 
ſhould we cry with one voice, and, if unable to 
ſhackle arbitrary power, ſtill ſhould we endeavour 
to ſhew how dangerous it is! How deſpicable ! 
The prieſts of liberty ſhould offer up their thanks 
to the monarch who declares the word of power: a 
nullity, and /e ſentence of juſtice omnipotent ; 
who contemns the acts of an Alexander, or a 
Charles XII. 

Woe to the monarch rolſeſſed by the deſtruftive | 
ſpirit of conqueſt! Woe to the country whoſe 
Quixote ruler is ever in ſearch of giants! Woe to 
the people whom his fury dooms to the ſword, or 
who are made the ſanguinary inſtruments of deſo- 
lation, death, or flavery, to other nations! Woe; 
tenfold woe,, to that prince who would be adored 
by the abject wretches he has fettered! Woe to 
him who is quick to puniſh, ſlow to reward, or 
who only employs his power in the gratification of 
his favourites! The thirſt of dominion and the 
thirſt of blood are ever aſſociated! What won- 
der that he, who makes the rigbts and heads 


of men his we” TE" be Wee to their 
groans? e 


Inſtead 


G 


Iaſtead of ſinging the acts of heroes in out ſongs, 
inſtead of raiſing them to the rank of heroes by 
our valour, we ought much rather to praiſe and 
protect the friends of peace. 

Who can name the court in Europe where Louis, 
Peter, or Frederic, each and all The Great, have 
not been, are not, imitated as models of perfection? 
Lettres de cachet, the knout, and cabinet- orders, 
ſuperſed ing all right, are become law! Judges, who 
legally ſhould decide on our claims, are, themſelves, 
but puppets : fearful of puniſhment, they are ever 
ready to infli 

No reaſoning, ſays the corporal to the poor gre- 
nadier, whom he canes !—No reaſoning !—ex- 
claim judges. The court has decided. No rea- 
ſoning, raſh and pertinacious Trenck, will the pru- 
dent reader echo. Throw thy pen in the fire, Ia 
expoſe not thyſelf to become the martyr of ſlate 
inquiſition. 

Yes, kind counſellor, I will follow thy advice. 
Let others beware how they expoſe themſelves to 
like dangers, or let their narratives he buried, till 
they, themſelves, being entombed, are no longer 

. expoled to ſuffer. 

Unremarked, my thoughts eſcape my pen, and 
lead me aftray from my ſubject, when the remem- 
brance of the paſt ſwells my veins, when ſwifter 
circulates my blood, and the deep wounds of my 


heart again guſh forth—wounds that never can be 


healed—never can be ſcarred over.—Such paſ- 


ſages repoſe and reaſon would eraſe : but ah! how 


may I repent having written the truth ? Neither 
have I time to 8 what I write, and thus my 
writings juſtly incur blame from rigid criticiſm, and 
even from my beſt friends, who would perſuade 
me to greater caution and prudence. 

My fate is, and mult to the grave remain, criti- 
cal and undecided. I have fix and thirty youu 
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been in the ſervice of Auſtria, unrewarded, and 
beholding the repeated and generous efforts I made, 
effectually to. ſerve that ftate, unnoticed. The 
Emperor Joſeph ſuppoſes me old, that the fruit is 
waſted, and that the huſk 'only remains. In this 
he is wrong. The oppreſſion I have ſuffered is too 
great, even for an attempt at making me adequate 
ſatisfaction. It is alſo ſuppoſed I ſhould not be ſa- 
tisfied with a little. This ſuppoſition is equally 
wrong. To continue him in oppreſſion who has 
once been oppreſſed, and who poſſeſſes qualities 
that may make injuſtice manifeſt, is the policy of 
ſtates. Neither do courtiers love the man, who, 
able to penetrate, is liable to fruſtrate their inſidious 
intents. How I have been treated by judges, refe- 
rendaries, curators, I have, perhaps, too repeatedly 
urged: yet, ſurely, this will be forgiven me, though 
this is an additional reaſon why I never can obtain 
juſtice. My ſpirit has been too proud to implore, 
my nature too independent. My journey to Berlin 
has given the ſlanderer further opportunity of paint- 
ing me as a ſuſpicious character: I ſmile at the in- 
effectual attempt. | | 
I appeared in the Imperial uniform. and, by my 
conduct, belied ſuch infinuations. So was it writ- 
ten to court, in November, when I journeyed into 
Hungary The motions of Trenck ought to be 
* obſerved in Hungary.” Ye poor malicious 
blood-ſuckers of the virtuous ! Yeſhall not be able 
to hurt a hair of my head. Ye cannot injure the 
man who has fixty years lived in honour. Thus 
the elephant moves along, regardleſs of the ſhout- 
ing mob! I will not, in my old age, bring upon 
myſelf the reproach of inconſtancy, treachery, or 
defire of revenge. Nor Sultan, nor Great Mogul, 
ſhall allure me to ſlavery. I will betray no poli- 
tical ſecrets ; I wiſh not to injure thoſe by whom l 
have been injured.—Such acts will I never _— 
— Never 
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Never -I never yet deſcended to the office of 
ſpy, nor will I die a rewarded villan.—Neither in 
Auſtria, nor Pruſſia, will I be made the inſtrument 
of a faction. 

To your work, therefore, ye dealers in court 
enigmas : I here renounce your ſociety; here pub- 
licly renounce the dignities of courts or armies, de- 
termined to live a private man, thankful only to 
thoſe who ſhall treat me with friendſhip, or endea- 
your to obtain for me ſome part of that right which 
ſo juſtly 18 my due. Theſe ſhall not repent that 
Trenck is their debtor, for his heart is grateful. 

Yes, I appeared at Berlin, among the upright 
and the juſt. - Inſtead of being its ſuppoſed enemy, 
I was declared an honour to my country. I a 
peared 1n the Imperial uniform, and fulfilled the 
duties of my ſtation : and now muſt the Pruſſian 
Trenck to Auſtria return, there to perform a father's 
duty, having already done more for this country 
than could have been expected from an oppreſſed 
man. | 

Yet more of what happened in Berlin. 

Some days after I had been preſented to the 
king, and ſupped with the queen, I entreated a pri- 
vate audience, and, on the 12th of February, re- 
cerved the following letter: 


IN anſwer to your letter of the gth of this 
« month, which has been given me, I g/adly in- 
* form you that, if you will come to me after 
« dinner, to-morrow, at five o'clock, I ſhall have 
© the pleaſure to ſee and ſpeak with you; mean- 
time, I pray God to take you into his holy keep- 
« ing. W | IPL © 

« * FREDERIC WILLIAM. 
<« Berlin, Feb. 12, e 

e 
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« P. S. After ſigning the above, I find it more 
convenient to appoint to-morrow, at nine in the 
morning, about which time you will come into 


the apartment named the marmor'kammer (mar- 
ble chamber):” | wh 


«c 
ce 
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The anxiety with which I expected this wiſhed- 
for interview, may well be conceived. I found 
the Pruſhan Titus alone, and he continued in con- 
verſation with me more than an hour. 

How condeſcending, how kind was the monarch 
How great! How nobly did he conſole me for the 
paſt! How entirely did his aſſurance of favour 
overpower my whole ſoul! He had read the hiſto- 
ry of my life. When Prince of Pruſſia, he had been 
an eye- witneſs, in Magdeburgh, of my martyrdom, 
and my attempts to eſcape. Many circumſtances 
he recollected himſelf, and he enquired of thoſe 
who had been preſent, and who confirmed the 
truth of my narrative, and the ſeverity of my cala- 
mities.— Long ſhall I remember theſe fortunate 
moments: yet theſe are fled. His Majeſty parted 
from me with tokens of confirmed eſteem and con- 
deſcenſion.— My eyes bad adieu, but my heart re- 
mained in the marble chamber, in company with 
a prince capable of ſenſations ſo dignified; and my 
wiſhes for his welfare are eternal. 

I have ſince journeyed through the greater part 
the Pruſſian ſtates. Where is the country in 
which the people all are ſatisfied ? Many complained 


of oppreſſions, hard times, or induſtry unrewarded. 


My general anfwer was = - non, 3g 

Friends, kneel with the rifing ſun, and thank 
< the God of heaven that you are Pruſſians. 
have ſeen and known much of this world, and I 
< affure you, on my honour, you are among the 
* happieſt people of Europe. Cauſes of complaint 


every where exiſt ; but you have a king, neither 


.< obſtinate, 


% 
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4 9bſtinate, ambitious, covetous, nor cruel : his 
will is that his people ſhould have cauſe of con- 
tent, and, ſhould he err, by chance, his heart 
js not to blame, if the ſubject ſuffers.” - 

To the truth of this I pledge my veracity ; I am 
well known not to be a flatterer ; I ſpea 21 
have ſeen; | vent the thoughts of my heart ; I write 
from conv iction, and not with the infidious hope 
of reward. 

The eyes of all Forope's are, at preſent, directed 
toward Berlin. — Eager to leam whether Frederic 
William will be able to ſuſtain the vaſt and artifi- 
cial fabric, reared by his predeceſſor. I will ſyſte- 
matize but little, I will ſtate mcontrovertible facts. 

Pruſſia is neither wanting in able, active, or 
learned men. The warmth of patriots glows in 
their veins. The ſoul of the Great Frederic ſtill 
inſpires the machine, and there is little doubt but 
that its wheels will not be clogged by innovation. 
Should this plan be ſteadily purſued, there will be 
no confuſion of tongues in the tower of Babel; and 
thoſe, who wiſh its deſtruction, will have great dif- 
fieulties to ſurmount. Every thing remains with 
equal ſtability, as under the reign of Frederic ; 
and, ſhould the thunder burſt, the ready condugt 
ors will render the bolt ineffectual. 

Hertzberg till labours in the cabinet, Rill thinks, 
writes, and acts as he has done for years. The 
King 1s defirous that juſtice ſhall be done his ſub- 
jects, and will puniſh, perhaps, with more ſeverity, 
whenever he finds himſelf deceived, than, from the 
goodneſs of his diſpoſition, might be ſuppoſed. 
The treaſury is full, the army continues the ſame, 
and there is little reaſon to doubt but that induitry; 
population, and wealth will increaſe. 

Yet is it ardently to be deſired that commerce 
might be promoted, by treaties with foreign na- 


tions; induſtry encouraged ; monopolies totally 
oe I 2 | aboliſhed ; 
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aboliſhed; the price of proviſions reduced; many- 
| factures ſupported ; manufacturers leſs burthened 
= by taxes; juſtice impartially adminiſtered ; puniſh- 
| ments rendered more mild ; toleration made more 
univerſal; foreigners no- longer kidnapped ; pro- 
miſes held ſacred, and free egreſs and regreſs given 
throughout the Pruſſian provinces. None but the 
vile and the wicked would leave the kingdom: 
while the oppreſſed and beſt ſubjects of other ſtates 
would fly their native country, certain of finding 
encouragement and ſecurity in Pruſſia.  _ 
- The perſonal qualities of Frederic William merit 
to be deſcribed. He is tall and handſome, his mien 
is majeſtic, and his accompliſhments of mind and 
body would procure him the love of men, were he 
not a king. He is affable without deceit, friendly 
and kind 1a converſation, and ſtately when ſtateli- 
| neſs is neceſſary. His ſtep is firm, his voice ſono- 
9 rous, his tone is commanding, his heart capable of 
4 the nobleſt ſenſations, and ſo benevolent that his 
3 greateſt happineſs 1s in the happineſs of others. He 
| is bountiful, but not profuſe; he knows that, with- 
out ceconomy, the Pruſhan power muſt fink. He is 
not tormented by the ſpirit of conqueſt, he wiſhes 
harm to no nation, yet will he not certainly ſuffer 
other nations to make encroachments, nor will he 
be terrified by menaces. That he is a ſoldier and 
a general, his great inſtructor and predeceſſor has, 
1ong fince, borne teſtimony. He is, likewiſe, con- 
vinced how neceſſary it is that the king of a military 
ſtate ſhould be the friend of military men. 
The wiſe Frederic, when living, though himſelf 
learned, and a lover of the ſciences, never encou- 
_ raged them in his kingdom, Germany, under his 
"reign, might have forgotten her language; he pre- 
ferred the literature of France. Konigſberg, once 
the ſeminary of the North, .contains, at preſent, 
ew profeſſors, or ſtudents; the former are fallen in- 
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to diſrepute, and are ill paid; the latter repair to 
Leiphe and Gottingen. We have every reaſon to 
ſuppoſe the preſent monarch, though no learned 
man himſelf, will encourage the academies of the 
learned, that men learned in juriſprudenge and the 
{ciences'may not be wanting, more eſpecially as the 
nobility muſt, without exception, ſerve in the ar- 
my, ſo that learning has but few adherents, and 
theſe are deprived of the means of improvement. 
The nation, which, in this age, can wield the 
ſword alone, will find itſelf inferior to competitors. 
Nor will Frederic William govem with an iron 
ſceptre, or conſign his ſubjects ſolely to the ſlaugh- 
ter- houſe. He will not be the ſultan of ſlaves. 
Superſtition, ſtupidity, fear, and the whip, are the 
ſupport of the deſpot: he is a monarch who, b 
teaching his ſubjects to love and revere him, will 
excue them to the performance of their duties. 
Theſe duties are promoted by the promotion of 
knowledge, conſequently, the Pruſſian academies 
will revive, ſuppreſſed as they have been, by the 
military ſyſtem of Frederic. Er 
Eraderic William is alſo too much the friend of 
men, to torture, or ſuffer them to pine in priſons. 
He will not uſe the whip to bend the Pruſſian back 
to ſlavery | He, likewiſe, abhors the barbarity with 
which the ſoldiers are beaten : his officers will not 
be fettered hand and foot; flaviſh ſubordination 
will be baniſhed, and the noble in heart will be 
the noble of the land. He, who deceives ſuch a 
prince, deſerves double puniſhment. May he, in 
his people, find perfect content! May his people be 
ever worthy ſuch a prince! Long may he reign, 
and may his miniſters be ever enlightened and ho- 
nourable men! Such is my ardent prayer Such 
too is the portrait of a monarch whom I have 
praiſed, not becauſe of his titles, or his power, 8 
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his worth; and becauſe it is his delight to make the 
good and virtuous happy. 

He ſent for me a ſecond time, conv erſedd much 
with me, and confirmed thoſe ideas which my firſt 
interview«had inſpired, and I am fully convinced | 
have not miſtaken his character. 

On the 11th of March I preſented my ſon, at 
another private audience, whom I intended for the 
Pruſſian ſervice. The king immediately beſtowed 
a commiſhon on him in the Poſadowſky dragoons, 
at my eſpecial requeſt. The difficulty of obtaining 
ſuch a commiſſion, without having firſt ſerved as 
an enſign, is well known; this was, therefore, a 
particular favour and honour, and my lon has the 
more to expect, ſince his Majeſty has himſelf pro- 
miſed his promotion. 

I ſaw him at the review at Velau, and his ſupe- 
rior officers formed great expectations from his 
zeal. Thus I have done the duty of a father by 
my ſons: time will diſcover whether he in the 
Auſtrian, or this in the Pruſſian, ſervice, will firſt 
obtain rewards due to their father; and to this ſtate 
will I bequeath my third fon. Should they both 
remain unnoticed, I will beſtow him on the Great 
Turk, rather than on European courts, whence 
juſtice, to me and mine, is baniſhed. Luckily, my 
children are no monarch's vaſſals. They were born 
in the free imperial city of Aix la Chapelle, there- 
fore is their will unfettered, and oy may, with 
honour, ſeek bread in any countr 

To Auſtria I owe no thanks: all that could be 
taken from me was. I was a captain before I enter- 
ed thoſe territories, and, after fix and thirty years 
ſervice, I find myſelf in the rank of Invalid Major! 
Leſs I could not be.—My duty I more than ful- 
filled, and wept in chains and dungeons, fo many 
years, not from any fault of mine, but, becauſe 1 
was plundered, ſold, and betrayed, by Auſtrian 

reſidents, 
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reſidents, traitors io their embaſſy, and perſecutors 
at Vienna. The proof of all I have aſſerted, and 
of how little l am indebted to this ſtate, is moſt in- 
conteſtable, ſince the hiſtory of my life is allowed, 
by the royal cenſor, to be publicly fold in Vienna. 
The ſame proof exiſts in Berlin, where my narra- 
tive is univerſally read, and my veracity eſtab- 
lt is very remarkable that one only of the eight 

officers, as one of whom I ſerved, in the body 
guard, in the year 1745, though it is now two 
and forty years ſince, is dead. Lieutenant-colonel 
Count Blumenthal lives in Berlin; Pannewitz is 
commander of the knights of Malta; both gave 
me a polite and friendly reception. Both were ac- 
quainted with the circumſtances and manner in 
which Jaſchinſky deceived the King, to my ruin, 
Wagnitz is heutenant-general in the fervice of 
Heſſe-Caſſel: he was my tent comrade, and was 
perfectly acquainted with all that happened. Kalk- 
reuter and Grothuſen live on their eſtates, and J aſ- 
chinſky himſelf is now alive in Konigſberg, but 
knovvn, deſpiſed, ſuperannuated, and tortured by 
ſickneſs and remorſe,, I have never viſited him, 
nor can I ſuppoſe he wiſnhes I ſhould. He, inſtead 
of puniſhment, has forty years enjoyed a penſion. 
of a thouſand. rix-dollars ; conſequently has coſt 
the ſtate forty thouſand rix-dollars. I have ſeen 
my lands confiſcated, of the income of which I 
have been forty-two years deprived, and never yet 
received retribution.  _ VER 
Such is the way of the world | Frederic robbed. 
the worthy citizen of his right; and, with a part of 
it, rewarded ſuch a man as Jaſchinſ yy. | 
Time muſt decide; the King is generous, and I 
have too much. true pride to become a beggar. 
The name of Trenck ſhall be found in the hiſtory 
of the acts of Frederic. This, though I ſhould 
| | not 
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not defire it, I could not prevent. A tyrant him. 
ſelf, he was the ſlave of his paſſions; and, even 
when he ſuppoſed he might be. deceived, did not 
think an inquiry into innocence worth the trouble. 
To be aſhamed of doing right, becauſe he has done 
wrong, or to perſiſt in error, that fools, for fools 
only can, may think him infallible, is a dreadful 
principle in a ruler. While the obſtinate Frederic 
lived, no man dared pronounce my name; no man 
durſt own himſelf my friend. He is dead; when I 
am fo, no' pillar of diſhonour ſhall rife. over my 
grave; my epitaph ſhall be, Alas! that thou wert 
*« known too late,” e | 
Since I have been at Berlin, and received there 
with ſo many teſtimonies of friendſhip and favour, 
the news-papers of Germany have publiſhed vari- 
ous articles concerning me, perhaps with the beſt 
of wiſhes, intending to contribute to my honour, 
or eaſe. They have, however, been ſometimes 
miſinformed. They have aſſerted a great penſion 
has been ſettled on me at Berlin; but, on my ho- 
nour, I affirm I never aſked a penſion. They 
have ſaid my eldeſt daughter is appointed the go- 
verneſs of the young Princeſs This, perhaps, has 
been the joke of ſome witty correſpondent ; for 
my eldeſt daughter is but fifteen, and ſtands in 
need of a governeſs herſelf. Perhaps they may 
ſuppoſe me mean enough, from oſtentation, to cir- 
culate falſehood : perhaps they ſuppoſe they do me 
ſervice, or give me pleaſure, by publiſhing, as 
facts, honours or rewards, for which I hope. It 
may be malice, and a deſire to injure me; it may 
be the very reverſe: in any caſe, it is no pleaſure. 
to me, and may have ill effects. An honeſt man 
never 18 without enemies, who will labour to pre- 
vent any good that might happen to him, and who 
are terrified if they imagine he might become the 
favourite of a king. ee 
I almoſt. 


1 


I almoſt daily receive letters from all parts of 
Germany, from perſons unknown to me, wherein 
the ſenſations of the feeling heart are evident. The 
hiſtory of my life has excited a general attention. 
Thoſe reviewers, who have been impartial, have 
my thanks: thoſe who ſuſpe& my veracity, or en- 
deavour to decry my work, mult be anſwered by 
an appeal to facts. That my hiſtory relates many 
improbable events, and rather mines a Ro- 
mance than a work of biography, is not my fault: 
extraordinary accidents I have encountered, and 
extraordinary accidents I muſt relate. My pur- 
poſe in writing was the publication of truths; nor 
ſhall I be accuſed, except by thoſe who do not 
know, or who do not conſider this reaſon, and who 
are . prejudiced againſt a man pleading his own 
cauſe. Were I to attempt to deceive the public, I 


were, indeed, unworthy. Among the number of 


theſe letters was one, which I received from the 
learned Bahrdt, Profeſſor at Halle, dated April 
10, 1987*; wherein he ſays, © Receive, noble 
« German, the ardent thanks of one who, like you, 
has encountered difficulties; yet, far inferior to 
* thoſe you have encountered. You, indeed, 
“with gigantic ſtrength, have met a hoſt of foes, 
* and nobly conquered. The peſt of men attacked 
« me allo: I allo was perſecuted by prieſts. The 
« ardour of my temper engaged me in many a 
« raſh enterprize; and I too have been devoured 


by a noble pride of heart. I was the enemy of 


0 


HH 


hypocriſy, diſdained to be the paraſite of princes. 
4 From town to town, from land to land, I was 


«« purſued by prieſtcraft and perſecution: yet, in 
6 deſpite of adverſe fate, and poverty, I acquired 


55 fame. 


* The letter of Profeſſor Bahrdt, and the Baron's anſwer, 
are both in verſe, but are too barren of poetical merit, or f- 
gure, to pleaſe in poetical tranſla tion. 
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fame. I Hed for refuge and repoſe to the 
ſtates of Frederic, but found them not. I have 
eight years laboured under affliction with un- 
wearted perſeverance, but reward found none. 
By patient induſtry have I made myſelf what! 
am: by miniſterial favour, never. Even in the 
ſtates of Frederic, the hatred of priefts purſued 
me. Worn out and weak, lamenting my own 
deſtiny, the hiſtory of your life, worthy fir, fell 
into my hands, and poured balfam into my 
wounds. There, indeed, I faw fufferings un- 
meaſurable: there, indeed, beheld fortitude moſt 
worthy admiration. The chagrin that preyed 
upon, the. deſpair that rent, my heart, fled. 
Compared to you, of what could-E complain? 
Receive, noble German, my warmeſt thanks; 
while I live they ſhall flow. And, ſhould you 
find a fortunate moment, in the preſence of your 


King, ſpeak of me as one conſigned to poverty; 


as one whole talents are buried in oblivion. Say 
to him“ Mighty King ſtretch forth thy hand, 


and dry up his tears.“ I know the nobleneſs of 


your mind, and doubt not your good wiſhes.” 
To the Profeſſor's letter J returned the following 


abſwer: | 


S% 


- myſelf, and the vapour of hope for my heirs! 


I was afſected, Sir, by your letter. I never 
yet was unmoved, where the pen did but obey 
the dictates of the heart. I feel for vour ſitua- 


tion; and, if my example can teach wiſdom 


even to the wile, I have, indeed, cauſe to tri- 
umph. This is the ſweeteſt of rewards. At 
Berlin J have received much honour, but little 
more. The courtier fawns to obtain favour and 
gifts. He who ſeeks juſtice miſtakes his road. 
Men are deaf to him who confides only in his 
right. What have I gained? Shadowy fame for 


Truth 


9 


Truth and Trenck; my good friend, flouriſh not 
in courts. You complain of prieſteraft. He, who 
« attacks a neſt of hornets, muſt expect to be flung. 
He who would diſturb their ambi ion and covetouſ- 
«neſs, he who ſpeaks againſt the falſe opinions 
they ſcatter, conſiders not prieſts, and their aim, 
« which is to dazzle the ſtupid, and ſtupify the wiſe. 
A hoſt of knaves, in black, act to promote their 
% earthly intereſts: and, ſtrange to tell, the Quixote, 
ho ſhall dare to moleſt them, muſt, alſo, en- 
© counter the anger even of the rational! Depre- 
* cate their wrath ! Avoid their poiſonous ſhafts, 
* or they will infect thy peace; will blaſt thy bud- 
ding honours. And wherefore ſhould we incur 
«this danger? The world will ever be the ſame. 
To cure ignorance of error is impoſſible. Silence 
eis often not only prudence but wiſdom. Let us, 
ce then, filently ſteal to our graves, and thus ſhall 
« we eſcape the breath of envy. What is the 
" paper of life? He, who ſhould enjoy all 
« even thought could graſp, ſhould yet have but 
little. Having acquired this knowledge, the paſ- 
e fions of the ſoul are lulled to apathy. I behold 
error, and I laugh: do thou, my friend, laugh 
* alſo. If that can comfort us, men will do our 
memory juſtice - when we are dead! Fame plants 
« her laurels over the grave, and there they flouriſh 


< beſt. 
BARON TRENCKE. 


«a Schangulack, near Konigſberg, 
„April 3oth, 1767. 


P. S. I have ſpoken, worthy Profeſſor, the feel- 
© 1ngs of my heart, in anſwer to your kind panegy- 


ric. You will but do me juſtice, when you be- 
© heve I think and act as I write. With reſpect to 
N 1 my 
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my mfluence at court, tis juſt as inſignificant, at 
Berlin, as at Vienna, or at Conſtantinople.“ 

Among the various letters I have received, as 
it may anfwer a good purpoſe, I hope the reader 
will not think the inſertion of the following impro- 
per. They may be read by ſome benevolent per- 
ſon, who may ove wer to ſpeak in behalf of 
one, who is, 2 not only diſtreſſed, but a 
man of very conſiderable talents. 

In a letter from an unknown correſpondent, 
who deſired me to ſpeak for this perſon at Berlin, 
eight others were encloſed. They came from the 
above perſon in diſtreſs, to this correſpondent; and 
I was requeſted to let them appear in the Berlin 
Gazette. As theſe letters came from Sileſia ano- 
nymouſly to hand, and as I found it could anſwer 
no good purpoſe, I did not publiſh them as re- 
quired : but my correſpondent cannot take it amiſs 
that I ſhould ſelect three of them, and here preſent 
them to the world, as it can do his friend no in- 
jury, while they deſcribe an unhappy victim of an 
extraordinary kind; and may, perhaps, obtain 
him fome redreſs, or relief. 

Should ſuch hope be verified, I am perſonally 
acquainted with 1 who wiſhes to remain conceal- 
ed, c ſend him aid, or introduce him to the 
knowledge of ſuch as might wiſh to interfere in his 
behalf. Should they not, the reader ſtill will hnd 
well written and affecting letters; ſuch as may in- 
ſure compaition. My own ſituation permits me 
not to plead for another; nor aftords me the means 
of relieving the unfortunate. The following is the 
firſt of thoſe I think proper to ſelect. 


x 
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LETTER I. 


Neuland, Feb. 12, 178). 


«I THOUGHT I had ſo ſatisfactorilyanſwered 
« ou by my laſt that you would have left me in 
peaceful poſſeſſion of my ſorrows; but your num- 
. © berleſs remarks, intreaties, and remonſtrances, 
<« ſucceedeach other with ſuch rapidity, that though 
e before inclined indolently to fiy, 1 am again in- 
« duced to renew the conteſt. Cowardice, I be- 
<« lieve, you are convinced, is not native in m 
<« heart: and, {hould I now too eaſily yield, you 
e might ſuppoſe that age, and the miſeries | have 
cc ſuffered, had weakened the powers of mind as 
well as body; and that I ought to be claſſed 
among the unhappy multitudes, whoſe ſufferings 
* have ſunken them to deſpondency. 

* Baron Trenck, that man of many woes, once 
<« ſo deſpiſed, but who now is held in admiration 
«© where he before was ſo much the object of ha- 
e tred ; who now ſpeaks loudly in his own defence 
< there, where, formerly the man, who had bur 
«< whiſpered his name, would have lived ſuſpected; 
<* Baron Trenck you propoſe as an example of ſal- 
vation for me. You are wrong. Have you 
made any rational compariſon ? Have you conſi- 
« dered how diſſimilar have our paſt lives been; 
© how different, too, are our preſent circumſtances? 
< —Or, omitting thele, have you conſidered 10 
* whom you would have me appeal? 

* In the year 1764 I became acquainted in Vi- 
< enna, with this ſufferer of fortitude, this agreea- 
ble companion. We are taught that a manly 


and noble aſpect beſpeaks a correſpondent 
mind 
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< from the Empreſs, with permiſſion to 


(. 126 ) 


e mind: this I believe him to poſſeſs. But what 
« expectation can I form from Baron Trenck ? 
Iwill, however, briefly anſwer the queſtions 
« you have put; for prolix I muſt not be, other- 
* wile I ſhould write the hiſtory of my life. Baron 
< 'Trenck was, as I am informed, a man born to 
e jnherit great eſtates: this and the fire of his 
* youth, tanned by flattering hopes from his fa- 
* mous, and then powerful, kinſman, rendered him 
* too haughty to his King; and this alone was the 
& origin of all his future ſufferings. I, on the con- 
ce traly, though the ſon of a Sileſian nobleman of 
«© property, did not inherit ſo much as the pay of 
« a common ſoldier ; the family having been rob- 
* bed of their property by the hand of power, af- 
* ter being accuſed by malice and wickedneſs, un- 
der the maſk of holy virtue. You know my fa- 
< ther's fate, the eſteem in which he was held by 
ec the Empreſs Terefa ; and that a pretended mira- 
«cle was the occaſion of his fall. Suddenly was 
* he plunged from that height, to which induſtry, ta- 
« Jents, and virtue, had raiſed him, to the very 
depth of poverty. At length, on the commence- 
« ment of the ſeven year's war, one of the King 
ce of Pruſſia's ſubjects repreſented him, to the Auſ- 
te trian court, as a dangerous correſpondent of 
« Marſhal Schwerin's. 'Then fixty years of age, 
my unfortunate father was ſeized at Jagerndorf, 
* and impriſoned in the fortreſs of Gratz, in Syria. 
He had an allowance juſt ſufficient to keep him 
alive in his dungeon; but, for the ſpace of ſeven 
<« years, never beheld the ſun riſe or ſet. I was a boy 
* when this happened: the certainty of his inno- 
« cence, however, emboldened me to intercede in 
c his behalf, at the foot of the throne. I was not 
* heard. I only received ſome pecuniary relief 
ſhed my 


< blood in her deſence. In this fituation we firit 
N * became 


6 


became acquainted, firſt vowed eternal friend- 
« ſhip; but from this was I ſoon ſnatched, not by 
« my own, but any father's enemies. What the 
« Empreſs had beſtowed, her miniſters tore frota 
« me. I was ſeized at midnight, and, without 
examination, was brought, in company with 
c two other ofhcers, to the before- mentioned for- 
<« treſs of Gratz. ' Here did I remain immured, in 
< the flower of youth, 11x diſmal years. My true 
name was concealed, and another given me. I 
<« was treated like a malefactor, and kept under ſe- 
ven locks. 


Peace being reſtored, Trenck, I, and my fa- 


< ther, were releaſed ; but the mode of our mutual 


< releaſe was very different. The firſt obtained his 
freedom at the interceſſion of Tereſa: the too at- 
<« forded him a future proviſen. We, on the con- 
* trary, according to the amneſty, {ſtipulated in the 
« treaty of peace, were led from our dungeons as 
< ſtate. priſoners, a public ſpectacle, without the 
** teaſt enquiry concerning the verity, or falſehood, 
* of our ſuppoſed crimes. Extreme poverty, 
„ wretchedneſs, and miſery, were our reward, for 
<« the ſufferings we had ſo unjuſtly endured. 

« Not only was my health deſtroyed, but my 
< 5aw-bone was loſt, eaten away by the ſeurvy. 
I laid before Frederic the Great the proofs cf the 
* calamities I had undergone, and the diſmal fate 
* to which I was reduced, by his foe, and for his 
< ſake; intreated bread to preſerve me and my fa- 
ther from ſtarving ; but his ear was deaf 10 my 
<< prayer, his heart inſenſible to my fighs. 


Providence, however, raiſed me up a ſaviour - 


CC 


« After the taking of Breſlaw, he had been alſo 
< ſent a ſtate priſoner to Gratz. During his im- 
" bpriſonment, he had heard the general report of 

— ſufferings, and my innocenee. No Solon 


Count Gelhom was the benevolent man. 
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did he learn I was releaſed than he generouſly 
* became my benefactor, my ſupporter, my friend, 
* and once more reſtored me to the converſe of 
* men to which I had ſo long been dead. 

I defer the continuation of my narrative to the 
* next poſt. The remembrance of paſt woes in- 
< thQts preſent. 


] am eternally.” 


r. 
February 24, 178), 


« DRAR FRIEND, 
AFTER an interval of filence, to calm my 
* agitated heart, remembering my promiſe, I muſt 
* continue my «ps 

My perſonal ſufferings have not, certainly, as 
* I think, been leſs than thoſe of Trenck. His, 
* however, J am acquainted with only from the 
* inaccurate relations I have heard; my own I 
* have felt. Them how ſhould I forget ? A colo- 
* nel in the Pruſſian ſervice, whoſe name was Hal- 
* laſch, was four years my companion; he was 
*« infane, and believed himſelf the Chriſt that was 
* to appear at the millenium : he perſecuted me 
with his reveries, which I was obliged to liſten 
% to, and approve, or ſuffer violence from one 

< ſtronger than myſelf. | 
The ſociety of men or books, every thing that 
c could conſole or amuſe, were forbidden me; and 
I conſider it as wonderful that I did not, myſelf, 
< grow mad, in the company of this madman. 
Four hard winters did I exiſt without feeling the 
* feeble emanation of a winter's ſun, much leſs 
the warmth of fire. The very madman felt more 
< pity than my keeper, and lent me his cloak to 
| 1 cover 


cover my body, though the other inhumanly de- 
ried me a truls of ſtraw, notwithſtan ding I had 


loſt the uſe of my hands and feet. 'The place 
where we were was called a chamber, it rather 
refembled the temple of Cloacina. The noxious 


damps and vapours at length ſo poiſoned my 


blood that, together with ill treatment from an 
unſkilfal ſurgeon, who daily tortured me, during 


nine months, with inſult, as a Pruſſian traitor, 


and ſtate criminal, 1 loft the- greateſt part of a 
jaw. We, too, were nightly diſturbed by the 
callirg of centinels, aad were frequently terri- 
fied by the grating . of locks and bolts, and the 
eatrance of guards. 
« Schottendorf was our goveryor and tyrant ; 2 
man who repaid the friendſhip he found, in the 
manſion of my fathers, with cruelty. He was 
ripe for the ſickle, and Time cut him off.— Tor- 
mentini and Galer were his ſucceſſors in office, 
but not in inſolence and inhumanity; by them, 


* we were, indeed, carefully Fache, but we alſo 


were treated with-comn:iferation. We enjoyed 
air without a bribe, and the comfort of ſweet 
water,—-Their precautions warded off Jail dib 
tempers likewiſe, and rendered impriſonment 


leſs wretched. Ever ſhall I hold their memory 


cred. Yet, benevolent as they were, their 


goodneſs was even exceeded by that of Rotter; 
ſteiner, the head jailor. Without education, 


without other principles than thoſe an excellent 
underſtanding taught, he conſidered his unfortu- 
nate priſoners as his children; and, inſtead of 
5 himſelf, by plundering the poor and 


ppreſſed, he was, himſelf, thejr benefactor.— 


of. this I had continual experience, during two 


years afterthe releaſe of Hallaſch.— He deſerved 


a better ſtatipn ; a ſtation as noble as his own 


thoughts. 
Vol. II. K Here, 
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© Here, my friend, I but curſorily deſcribe mi- 
" ſery, at which the monarch ſhall ſhudder, if che 


lood of a tyrant flow not in his veins ; Tereſa 
could not wiſh theſe things; yet they were. But 


ſhe was human, ſhe WAS fallible, and not omniſ- 
ſcient. 


60 From the above narrative you will perceive 


how oppoſite the effects muſt be, which the hiſ- 


tories of Baron Trenck and of myſelf muſt pro- 
duce. 


„ 'Trenck left his dungeon, ſhielded from want 


and contempt : : the day of freedom was the day 
of triumph. I, on the contrary, was expoſed 
to every poſſible calamity. Theſpirit of Trenck, 
bowed as it had been, by affliction, again raiſed 
itfelf, I have watched and laboured many a 
ſucceeding. night, that I might neither beg nor 
periſh the followingday : working for judges who 


neither knew law, nor had ſufficient powers of 


mind to behold the native beauty of Juſtice : rec- 
tifying or ſettling accounts that, item afier item, 
did but prove the lord, they were intended for, 
was an imbecile dupe. 

“ 'Trenck remembers his calamitios but the re- 
membrance is advantageous to himſelf and his 


family; while, with me, the paſt did but in- 


ereaſe, did but agonize, the preſent, and the fu- 
ture. He was, not, like me, obliged to crouch 
in preſence of choſe vulgar, thoſe mean, thoſe 


incapable minds, that do but conſider the bent 


back as the footſtool of pride. Every man is too 


paſy y in the gratification of ſelf, to buſy himſelf in 
half of others: pity me, therefore, 4 — adviſe 
me not to hope aſſiſtance, by petitioning princes 
at ſecond hand. I know your good wiſhes, and, 
for theſe, T have nothing tc to return but barren 


thanks. 
J am, &c.“ 
LETTER 


(134) 


LETTER III. 


« YES, I do not, cannot, doubt your friendſhip, 


your zeal, to ſerve me; but you have Þeen often 


fortunate in the accompliſhment of your hopes, 
J, never. 
« The proſpeQ of gain makes the uſurer adven- 


turous ; but, by digging under the foundation, to 
conceal, or to recover his tr eaſure, he may chance 
to overthrow tos houſe; and bury hunfelf under 
its ruins. The voice of fubfering virtue is, alas! 
unable to be heard, amid the agitated WAVES of 
a court: ſhe utters a feeble c cry -"finks, and is no 
more ſeen. I fear the mrbed of the clergy 
— Monarchs themſelves bow before their power! 
« Beſide, is Trenck in that fituation that juſtifies 


his interference in behalfof a ſtranger ? . 
I not. Oh, no!—We have been dreaming ; 


you to begin and I to continue a correſpondence 
on ſuch a ſubject. Were he, like you, my inti- 
mate, my old friend, perhaps his great expe- 


rience of the world might lead him to imagine 


ſome mode of procuring a ſupply, ſufficient full 
to ſatisfy my very few wants, tor few, indeed, 
they are. 12 leſs he aſk it, conceal my name. 
His 18 will evince bis real incapability to do 
me ſervice; his good will cannot be doubted. 
Every caution 1s neceſſary ; for, were I driven 
from this poor refuge of wretehednels, 1 might 
fall into the power of pne who may be a tyrant, 
who might again rob me of light and air, and, 
adding torture to calamity, branding me as a 
traitor, might delight to inflict pangs inceſſant, 


* and render death tedious, = 


* Farewell.” 


6 


The reaſons why Ipubliſted the foregoing letters 


are already ſtated, and will, I make no doubt, ap. 
pear ſatisfactory to the reader. Once more to af. 
fairs that more immediately concern myſelf. 


The following Iyeſterday received from Poland, 


from a correſpondent, who 1s likewiſe to me uur 


known.” 


« Reſchow, in Gallicia, 
| | * April 39, 1980 
« Sir, 


« EVERY feeling heart, every 2 who 


had the honour of being acquainted with you, 


during your abode in Auſtria, receives the pureſt 
ſatisfaction, from the Juſtice at preſent done you, 
and the high honours by which you are diſtin- 
guiſhed, at the court of Berlin, and of which 
we are informed by the public papers. Yes, fir, 
it is a ſweet ſubject of conſolation, for ſuffering 
humanity, to behold that you, now, find favour 
and juſtice from a power where the moſt unbri- 
dled barbarity, formerly, gave birth to the bit- 
tereſt ſufterings, and the moſt inconceivable eru- 
elty. 

15 Here compaſſionate per "ue in this our diſtrict 
of bears, has read, has wept over, theſe ſuffer- 
ings, 10 truly depicted i in the hiſtory of your life. 


Thrice have the pages been bedewed by my 
tears. My preſent hope is to ſee a continuation 


of your hiſtory, written on the now benevolent 


banks of the Spree. Alas! ſure, like the firſt 


navigator of Horace, he muſt in oak and triple 
ſteel be armed, who ſhould not feel pity in be- 
half of an honeſt man, an. enlightened author, a 
brave ſoldier, and a good citizen. 

Let me mtreat your acceptance of this jeftimo- 
ny of the heart, from a man, who, K un- 


£6 KNOWN 


(n) 


« known to you, is, with the moſt worthy and 
« beſt informed men of Poland, your ſincere ad- 
« mirer.” It is a reſpectful tribute, paid to un- 
„ common merit. 

«.1 amy Ker. 


This letter ] here publiſh, that I may have an 
opportunity of thanking the perſon who has paid 
me ſuch high compliments, and who has ccncealed 
his name that [ might not have the difficulty ofan- 
ſwering ſo flattering an epiſtle. 

feel the happineſs of being held in eſtimation, 
by the noble- minded; and, if the Princeſs Czato- 
ry{ka can credit this her correſpondent, and my 
writings, ſhe will read how great are theſe my fen- 
{ations of joy, at having the happineſs to attain fo 
invaluable an honour. | 2 

might fill a volume with like letters, but they 
appertain to another collection. 

|. met, at Berlin, many old friends of both ſexes: 
among others, an aged invalid came to ſee me, 
who was at Glatz, in 1746, when | cut my way 
through the guard. He was one of the centinels 
before my door, and whom I had thrown down 
the ſtairs. - Ks "5c 

Another invalid, who had afhited me, when 
impriſoned at Magdeburg, in ridding myſelf of my 
bags of ſand, came allo to viſit me. 
| The hour of quitting Berlin, and continuing my 
journey into Pruſha, towards Konigſberg, my na- 
tive country, approached. On the eve of my de- 
parture, I had, once again, the happineſs of con- 
verſing, more than two hours, with her Royal 
„„ RT Highneſs 


+ This letter contains ſome verſes, which are only a repe- 
tition of ſimilar ſentiments with itſelf, or of facts told in the 
life of the Baron. Some of them were addreſſed to the Prin- 
ceſs Czatoryſka, who, having read the Baron's hiſtory, had 
become highly intereſted, by the events it related, T, 
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Highneſs the Princeſs Amelia, ſiſter of Frederic the 
Great“. Poſſeſſed of native greatneſs of mind, and 
deep penetration, ſhe ſolely had the honour of 
gaining the entire confidence and friendſſrip of Fre. 
derick. She, as far as ſhe was able, protected me 
in my hour of extreme adv erſity; heaped benefits 
upon me; and, more than any other perfon ih the 
world; contributed to 2 my deliverance. Not 
as a foreign deer did ſne receive me, during my 
ſtay at Berlin, But as a friend, as an aged patriot; 
laid her commands upon ne to write immediately 
to my wife, and requeſt ſhe would come to Berlin, 
in the month 6f June, with her two eldeſt daugh- 
ters. Her promiſe I received that the happineſs of 
the latter ſhould be her care; nay, that ſhe would 
certainly remember p: & wiſe in her will. 

At this moment, when about to depart, ſhe af. 
fectionately aſked me if I had money ſufficient for 
the ex pences of my journey: Yes, madam,” was 

my reply; © for myſelf I want n6thing, nothing 
6 fic; at may Ol ememder my children!“ 

The euftbilkty, the deep feeling with which I 
pronouticed theſe words, moved the princeſs; ſhe 
ſhewed me how perfectiy the, com prehended my 
meaning, took me by the hand, and fila, Return, 
«© my fiend, quickly; I ſhall be moſt happy to ſee 
cc ou. 

La, left the room; a kind of indeciſion 
came over nie; I was inclified to remain ſome 
days longer at Berlin. Had I done fo, m 
ſence would moſt indubitaBly haye ber of gen Feat 
advantage to my children. Alas! ever under the 
guidance of my evit genins, T began iy Journey. 
The clear proſpect of futurity was inſtantly over- 
clouded; the a * for which I came to 

Berlin 


This princeſs is ſappoſed | 10 be the lady G FOR alluded 
to in the firſt volume, T. 


8 
Berlin fruſtrated; for, five days after my departure, 
the princeſs Amelia died! 

Is not this a new proof that my implacable deſ- 
tiny will never quit purſuing me, even to the grave? 
He, who reads my hiſtory attentively, will fee that 
à thouſand times have I beheld the ſhores of happi- 
neſs, and that, the very moment I imagined I was 
ahout to caſt anchor in the hñaven of tranquillity, 
again has an unforeſeen hurricane driven me into 
the very midſt of the wild and angry ocean. Les, 
yes, Ao it Has been, ſo it ſhall be. | 

In vain would the benevolent friends'of man of- 
fer petitions to Heaven that my latter days might 
be ſpent in peace. Their prayers riſe not; they 
reach not the ſeat of mercy! Never has Heaven in- 


ſpited the hearts of princes to act effectually in my 


vorr. Even when my friends have Sag in- 
tended to aſſiſt nie, or in their wills to bequeath me 
generous legacies, either they have been perſuaded 
to the contrary, by my enemies, or prevented, by 
death, from fulfilling their good intentions. Many 
facts of this kind might I cite, particularly ſome 
that have been occaſioned by father confeffois. 
This laſt unfortunate accident befel me through 
my own fault; I ought better to have employed the 


favorable moent. The more critical it was, the 


more ardent ſhould T have been not to have let it 


eſcape. But I imagined myſelf too certain. Iwas 


too timid, had too much ſenſibility; or rather, in- 


deed, too much pride to let intereſted views be 


« Well, well who can recall the paſt It is 


e the will of Providence, thus to reſtrict your hap- 


cc pineſs.“ | | | 


find conſolation: for my own part, I am of the 


ſe& of the Sceptics. I am convinced that, by ill- 
timed delicacy, I have neglected many opportuni- 
5 ties 
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dies of making my fortune. Neicher ſhalt Satan 
be accuſed of interfering, for he has had too many 
proofs. it: is not in his power to make me deſpair; 
therefore, T he ſhall nat entrap my foul, which is 
but rather inſpued, by diſappomtment, with new 
fortitude, to encounter new misfortune.” If it be 
the will of heaven, that I am not to enjoy happi- 
neſs here, on earth, but that my Chriſtian ſpirit 
muſt content itſelf with court compliments, reputa- 
tion acquired, and the world's compaſſion, with- 
out expecting any thing from the magoammity of 
the beſt of ſovereigns; then will I hve, ſatisfied, in 
my confined. circle, and comfort myſelf with the 
relleclion that I have deſerved better.. | 
If wealth be neceſſary to happineſs, ſo indeed 
muſt my happineſs be ſmall. It is now winter with 
me, and never more can it be ſpring. 1 will no 
more be the dupe of vague and filly hopes. Plans 
of aggrandizement I am too old to form; too proud 
am I for the precincts of a court, too obſlinate and 
headftrong. | 
Peace be to thy aſhes, noble princeſs! Thy will 
was good, and be that ſufficient. I ſhall not 5 8984 
materials to write a commentary. on the hiftory of 
Frederic, when, in company with thee, I ſhall 
wander on the banks of Styx; there, the events 
that have happened on this poor earth may be 
written, without icruple or danger. Till when, it 
is moſt probable, I ſhall give repoſe to my pen, un- 
leſs ſome extraordinary incidents ſhould once more 
reanimate my ſelf-love, and, by che publication of 
new.truths, I ſhould be induced to expoſe myſelf to 
new perſecutions; ſrom which," however, may the 
good God: preſerve me ! He can have no pleaſure 
in ſeeing his creatures unhappy. He. yet may in- 
{pire the hearts of kings, to t ink of what 1 have 
been FOES ed, and of what is 92 due. 


So 


* 


So proceed we with our ſtory. 
On the,22d'of March 1 departed 215 Berlin, 
and purſued my journey to Konigſberg, but re- 


mained two days at the court of the Margrave of 


Brandenburg Schwedt, where I was-receiv ed with 
kinduels and efteem. Ihe Margrave had beltowed 


favours on mie, * my impriſonment at Magde- 


1 departed * 5 * through Selin to Sch. ildberg, 
there to vifit my relation Sidauz who had married 
the daughter of my ſiſter, which daughter my fi{- 
ter had by-her-firit huſpand, Waldow, of whom [ 


have ſo often ſpoken in my firſt volume. I four d 
my kinſman a worthy abd honourable man, and 


one who made; the daughter of an anfunate fiſt er 


happy. was received at his houſe with open 


arms; and, for the firſt time during an interval of 
two and forty Fees, beheld one of my own rela- 
tions.” 

On my journey thither, i had the 3 
pleaſure to meet with Lieutenan t-general Kowalſky. 
This good gentleman was a lieutenant in the garri- 
lon of Glatz, in the year 1746, and was an ocular 
witneſs when 1 leaped from the wall of the ram- 


part. He had read my hiſtory, with ſome of the 


principal facts of which he was previcutly ac- 


quainted. Should any one, therefore, doubt con- 


cerning thoſe” incidents which 1 have related, of 


my eſcape from Glatz, and which, becauſe of the : 
diſſiculties attending their execution, have been, 
by ſome, incapable themſelves of a like enterprize, 


ſuppoſed incredible, l may refer them to n. 
whoſe teſtimony cannot be ſuſpected. 


From Schildberg ! 3 to Landſberg, on 


the Warta. Here found my brother-in-law, Co- 


lonel Pape, commander of the Gotz dragoons, and 


the ſecond huſband of my deceaſed ſiſter; and here 


* a happy and a joyous day. Every body 
congratulated 


it 
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congratulated me ori my glorious feturm into m 
country, and offered up their ardent prayers for my 
future felicity. 

I found'relations in almoſt every garriſon, and 
was almoſt every where'detained. Never did man 
receive more honourable marks of eſteeni throu 
out a kingdom: The general knowledge of my un 
merited calamities procured me this ſweet conſbla- 
tion; and Fwere inſenſible indeed, and ungratefll, 
did my heart remam unmoved on occaſions like 
theſe. | 

Yes, this is my delectable reward; a reward not 
conferred by princes; 4 reward to which virtue 
only can aſpire; and Which has been beſtowed'up- 
ory me with profuſion ; à reward which the Raued 
of the puiſſant Frederic could retard, but could not 
prevent: Nature had given me too robuſt à body: 
a reward ſo great, ſo delightful, ſo dear to remem- 
brance, that, when put as a counterpoiſe to the af. 
fictioib 1 Have ſuffered for the ſpace of two and 
forty years, J hold it more than equivalent; and 
feel it overbalanees them all! My heart glories in 
its paſt groans, all my wounds are healed) and; 
though the ſears remain, they remain but cue ho- 
nourable proofs of victory. 

| Raiſed by misfortune, I live my country's monu- 
ment, where many inſtructive, many exemplary 
leffons may be read. Remember me, O 15 
friends, i the hour of ſorrow ; relate my ſtory to 
your” children; publiſh alond that my bones have 
deſerved to be laid in the ſepulchre of my forefa- 
thers; and, though I am not permitted to reſt my 
white locks on the pillow of repoſe in my own- 
country, though it be my deſtiny to die in the land 
to which etivy, impoſtute, imbectlity, and & thirſt 
of ill. gotten ek have baniſhed me, ſtill let my me- 
mory live 00g you; ſtill let nie hope my name 
hall be Led in yeneration! To yon leave my. 

: children; * 
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children; in them may you behold their father's 
prob! ity revive; them may you diſtinguiſh from the 
children of choſe who have ſuffered nothing for, 
loſt nothing m, their country. 
In Auſtria I never can expect a like reception ; I 

am there miſtaken, and I feeblittle inclination to in 
bour at removing - miſtakes. ſo rooted: Yer, even 
there; as in Pruſſia, am I. by the general voice, ap- 
proved. Yes, I am ade Bur not known ; pia 
tied; 5 not ſupported; honoured) {but not reward. 
ed. e are wilfully blind. Tet blind 
ma = remain,” I will not grieve. «© Who,” 
ſaith Gellert, © is the great man by whom thou art 
« honoured ? Say, doth he truly know to eſtimate 
« merit? Imagine . of titles, his riches 
« loſt, his Badges of honour gone, and ps 
« thou wouldſt then contemn his applauſe, for thou 
e wouldſt deſpiſe his perſon.” 


When at Berlin, I e an error I had | 


committed in the firſt volume of my life. Ar the 
time EF wrote, having been wrong informed, I be- 
lieved' that the poſtmaſter-general of Be tin, M. 
Derſchau, was my mother's brother, and the fame 
perſon Wwho, in 1742, was, firſt, grand counſellor 
at Glogau, and, afterward, preſident in Eaſt Frieſe- 
land. I was deceived: the: Derſchau; who is 
mother's brother, 1s fil living; and preſident at 
Aurich in Eaſt Frieſeland:;—Fhe poſtmaſter was 
the ſow of the old Derſchàau who died a general, 
and who was only diſtantly related to my mother. 
Neither is the younger Derſchau, who is the colo- 


nel of a regiment at Burg, the brother of my mo- 
ther, but only her firſt-couſin ; otie of their ſiſters 


married Eieutenant-colonel Oſtau, whoſe ſon, the 
Preſident Oſtau, now lives on his own eſtate, at 
Lablack; in Pruſſia. | 
I mention: this at preſent: * the information of 
a * who, beeauft I had committed wy 
| 8 
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fling error, which was cauſed by my having been 
ablent from my country above five and forty years, 
thence took occaſion to perſuade the world my hif- 
tory was all falſe : having corrected the miſtake, I 
may add, I do not ſuppoſe any Derſchau has reaſon 
to be aſhamed of being allied to the family of 
'Trenck, which, for three hundred years paſt, has 
L1termarried with the moſt ancient families in Pruſ- 
ſia, and which, in the hiſtory of the country, has 
given inconteſtable proofs of real nobility of heart. 
IJ was, likewile, decerved in having ſuſpected a 
lieutenant, whoſe name is Mollinie, in the narra- 
tive I gave of my flight from Glatz, ot having act- 
ed as a ſpy upon me at Braunau, and of having 
ſent information to General Fouquet. I am ſorry. 
This honeſt man is ſtill alive, a captain in Bran- 
denburg. IIe was affected at my ſuſpicion, fully 
juſtifed himſelf, and here I publicly apologize. 
He then was, and again is become, my friend. 
The perſon who really gave information, to Gene- 
ral Fouquet, was Captain Nimſchofsky, my own 
couſin, who came to vifit me at Braunau, and, un- 
der the maſk of friendſhip concealed the traitor. 
I have allo received a ſingular letter from one 
Lieutenant Brodowſky. This extraordinary gen- 
tleman is offended at finding his mother's name in 
my narrative, and demands I ſhould retract my 
words. Alas! how can J retract the truth : and 
truth io0 which cannot be offenſive to any perſon? 
Menaces never yet could induce me to commit ſuch 
an action. t 41 5 1500874 
My readers certainly will allow the virtue of 
Madam Brodowſky, at Elbing, is not impeached. 


* 


Although I have ſaid I had the fortune to be be- 


loved by her, I have no where intimated that I 
aſked, or that ſhe granted improper favours. _ 
Certainly ] bad no intention to injure my pre- 


ceptor Brodoſky, who: had lived in my father's 


houſe, 


Gut) 


houſe, and who afterward journeyed to my mother, 
purpoſely to procure me ſpeedy ſuecour. I never 
meant to LUrE his honour living, ncr his * 
dead. 

The parents havieg been my fa I certainly 
wiſh J could oblige the fon; but I never can write 
that facts, inſerted in the hiſtory of my life, which 
have happened to myſelf, are falſe or imaginary. 
A man of underſtanding will not be angry ſhould 
another ſay to him, Your mother once loved me.” 
M. Brodowſky, the father, rever was jealous; and 
it is ſtrange, indeed, that his fon ſhould be. I 
here declare that, with reſpe& to myſelf, Madam 
Brodowſky was certainly chaſte; but I allo here 
declare I have a right to aſſume ſome merit to my- 
ſelf. This I think a ſufficient anſwer to the letter 
of the lieutenant. 

By the expreſs deſire of a perſon of diftinion 
I ſhall infert an incident, in this place, which I 
omitted in the firſt volume, leſt I ſhould have fa- 
tigued my readers by a too circumſtantial recital of 
my various attempts to eſcape from priſon. This 


honourable perſon was himſelf an eye-witneſs of 


the incident T'am about to relate, at Magdeburg, 
and reminded me of the affair. It was my laſt at- 
tempt but one at flight. The circumſtances were 
theſe: 
As I found myſelf unable to get rid of more ſand, 
after having once again cut through the planking, 
and mined the foundation, J made a hole toward 
the foſſe, or ditch, in which three centinels were 
ſtationed. This I executed one ſtormy night, it 
being eaſy, from the lightneſs of the ſand, to _ 
form the work in two hours. 

No. ſooner bad I broken through, than! flently 
drew back the ſand within the hole, and threw one 
of my ſlippers beſide the palifadoes, that it might 
* * : as loſt it eben climbing over Tek 

eſe 
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J heſe. paliſadoes, twelve feet in height, FTE ſitu- 
ated in 1 front of the principal fofle, and cen- 
tinels ſtood within. There was no centry. X At 
the place where I had broken through. * 

This done, 1 teturned into my priſon, made ano- 
ther hole under the planking, where 1 could hide 
myſelf, and ſtopped. up che paſſage behind me, ſo 
that it was not probable'I could be ſeen or found. 

When day-light came, the centinel ſaw the hole, 
gave the alarni, the officer ran terrified, the flipper 
was found, and it was concluded that Trenck had 
fortunately eſcaped over the palliſadoes, and was 
no longer in priſon. 

Immediately the ſyb-governor came from Mag- 
deburg, the alarm guns were fired, the horſe ſcour- 
ed the country, and the fortification and ſubterrane- 
an paſſages were all viſited; no tidings came; no diſ- 
covery was made, and the concluſion was, I had 
.certajaly eſcaped: That I ſhould fly without the 
krowledge of the centinels was deemed impoffible; 
the officer, and all the guard, were put unfler ar- 

| * and every body Was ſtruck dumb with ſur- 
pri 
, I, in the mean time, fate quiet in my hole, where 
1 8 their ſearches ben be that I cer- 
-tajnly was gone. My heart bounded with joy, 
I held eſcape to be indubirable. They . . 
doubtedly would not have placed centinels over the 
priſon 501 ſollowiag night, and I then really ſhould 
E ave left my place of concealment, and, molt pro- 
-bably, have ſafely arrived in Saxony. My cruel 
defimy, how ever, robbed me of all hope at the 
very moment when I ſuppoſed the greateſt of my 
difficulties conquered. 

Every thing ſeemed to happen as L copld wiſh. 
The whole garriſon came, and viſited the caſemates, 
.and all ſtood aſtoniſhed at the miracle they bebeld. 
Tn this ſtate things remained till four of clock in the 
| 2 afternoon. 
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aftexnoon. At length an enfign of the, militia came, 
a hoy of about fifteen or ſixteen years of age, a ve- 

chicken in appearance, but who had more wit 
Rog or all of them. He approached the hole, 
examined the aperture next the foſſe, thought it ap- 
peared very ſmall, endeavoured to enter it himſelf, 
found he could not, therefore concluded it was im- 
poſſible a man of my fize could have paſſed 
through, and, accordingly, called for a light. 
This was an accident 4 had not foreſeen. Half 
ſtifled in my hole, I had opened the canal under 
the planking. No ſooner had the youth procured 
a light, than he perceived my white ſhirt, examin- 
ed nearer, felt about, and laid hold of me by the 
arm. 5 

The fox was caught, and the laugh was univer- 
ſal. My chagrin and confuſion may eaſily be ima- 
gined. They all came round me, paid me their 
compliments, and, finding nothing better was to be 
done, I laughed in company with them, and, thus 
layghing, was led back, with an aching, a diſtract- 
ed heart, to be ſorrowfully enchained in my dun- 
geon. | Wap 
The contrivance was highly applauded by all 
thoſe who wiſhed I might effect my eſcape, among 
whom was the honourable perſon who deſired I 
would here inſert this anecdote. 


—— > — 4 — 


I continued my journey, and arrived, on the 
fourth of April, at Konigſberg, where my brother 
impatiently expected my arrival. We embraced as 
brothers muſt, aſter an abſence of to and forty 
years. Of all my brothers and fiſters I had left in 
this city, he only remained. He lived a retired and 
peaceable life on his own eſtates, fulfilling 3 the 
uties 
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duties of a man. He had yo chien living. I 
continued, a fortnight in company with him, and 
his worthy wife, at Konigſberg, with infinite ſatis- 
faction of heart, and afterwards went with him to 
his country ſeat, where I ſtayed ſix weeks. 

Happy days! numbered among the moſt happy 
of my life? In the midſt of relations, nephews, 
nephews” children, couſins and kinſmen of all de- 
grees, who came to compliment me on my return 
to reviſit the place of my nativity, I imagined my- 
felf the father of the family: I enjoyed that hap- 
pineſs which a fire enjoys, whoſe name is one of 
the” moſt reſp eQtable of the land, and who is re- 
lated, by ties of blood, to moſt of the neighbour- 
ing familics. Man, at a certain time of lite, is no 
where ſo happy as at home, eſpecially if, like me, 
he has wandered into foreign lands, ſeen their man- 
ners and cnſtoms, and been received by their mha- 
bitants With cordiality and friendſhip. 

Here I, for the firit time, learnt what had hap- 
pened to my relations, during my abſence. The 
wrath of the great F rederic extended irfelf to all 
my family. My ſecond brother was an enſign in 
the regiment of cuiraſſiers at Kiow, in the year 
1746, when I firſt incurred diſgrace from the king. 
Six years he: ſerved, fought at three battles, bur, 
becauſe his name was Trerck, never was promoted. 
Weary of expectation, he at length quitted the 
army, married, and lived on bis eſtate at Meicken, 
where he died, about three years ago, and left two 
ſons, who are an honour to the family of the 
1 reneks. 

Common ame "BPR him a perſon capable a 
rendering the ſtate effential ſervice, as a' military 
man, the profeſſion he had choſen; Eut he was my 
brother, and the king would never futter his name 
10 be mentioned. 9 
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My youngeſt brother applied himſelf to the ſei- 
ences; it was propoſed that he ſhould receive ſome 
civil employment, as an intelligent and well in- 
formed man : but the King anſwered in the mar- 
gin of the petition, 

No Trenck is good for any thing.” 

Thus has all my family ſuffered, Res. of my 
unjuſt condemnation. My laſt-mentioned brother 
choſe the life of a private man, and lived at his 
eaſe, in eſtimation and independence, among the 
firſt people of the kingdom. 

The hatred of the monarch extended itſelf to m 
ſiſter, who had married the ſon of General Wal- 
dow, and lived in widowhood from the year 1749, 
to her ſecond marriage. The misfortunes of this 
excellent woman, 1n conſequence of the treachery 
of Weingarten, and the aid ſhe ſent to me in m 
priſon at Magdeburg, I have before related. She 
was poſſeſſed of the fine eſtate of Hammer, near 
Landſberg on the Warta. The Ruſſian army 
changed the whole face of the country, and laid 
it deſert. She fled, with what effects ſhe could, to 
Cuſtrin, where every thing likewiſe was burnt and 
deſtroyed during the ſiege. The Pruſſian army it- 
ſelf demoliſhed the fine foreſts. | 

After the war, the King aſſiſted all the ruined fa- 

milies of Brandenburg: ſhe alone obtained no- 
thing; becauſe ſhe was my fiſter. She petitioned 
the King, who replied ſhe muſt ſeek for redreſs 
from her dear brother. 
She died, in the flower of her age, a ſhort time 
after ſhe had married her ſecond huſband, the pre- 
ſent colonel Pape: her ſon, alſo, died laſt year. 
He was captain in the regiment of the Gotz dra- 
900ns. 

Thus were all my brothers and ſiſters puniſhed 
becauſe they were mine. Who is he that ſhall af- 


ford retribution for ſo many tragical events ? Could 
Vol. II. L It 
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it ever be believed that the great Frederic, like the 
great Zabaoth, would revenge himſelf on the chil. 
dren, and the children's children? Was it not 
faſficientthat he ſhould wreak his wtath on my head 
alone ? Why has the name of Trenck been hateful 
to him, to the very hour of his death? This muſt 
ever remain an incomprehenſible enigma. 

I never would bafely kiſs the foot that ſpurned 
me. When innocent, I ſought to avoid being 
ſpurned, and know . myſelf guilty of no other 
crime. 

One Derſchau, captain of horſe and uterine 
brother of my mother, ſecretly addreſſed himſelf 


to the King, in 1753, alledged he was ny neareſt 


relation, and feudal heir, and petitioned that he 
would beſtow eon him my confifcated eſtate of 
Great Scharlack. 


The King demanded that the neceſſary 65k 


| ſhould: be ſent from the chamber at Konigſberg. 


He was informed that I had two brothers living, 
that Great Scharlack was an ancient family inheri- 
tance, and that it appertamed to my brothers, and 
not to Derſchau.- 

My brothers then annovunced themſelves as the 
m 7 ſucceſſors to this fief, and the King be- 
ſtowed on them the eſtate of Great Scharlack, 
conformable to the feudal laws. That it might be 


properly divided, it was put up to auction, and 


bought by the youngeſt of my brothers, who paid 
the ſurplus to the other, and to my fſter. He, 
like wiſe, paid debts, charged upon it according to 
the expreſs orders of the court. The perſons, 
who called themſelves my creditors were im- 
poſtors, for I had no creditors; J was but nine- 
teen when my eſtates were confiſcated, conſequent- 
ly was not of age. By what richt, therefore, 
could ſuch debts be demanded, or paid? Let 
chem explain this who can: Any man 3 

__ What- 


E . 


whatever he pleaſed for I was not preſent to con- 
tradict. 

The fame thing happened, when an account 
was given in to the Fiſcus of the guardianſhip, 
although I acknowledge my guardians were men 
of probity. One of them, however, was eight 

ears in poſſeſhon, and, when he gave it up tom 
brotfiers, he did not account with them for a ſingle 
ſhilling. 

At preſent, therefore, the affair ſtands thus : 
Frederic William has taken off the ſentence of 
confiſcation, and ordered me to be put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of my eſtates by a gracious reſcript : empower- 
ed by this, I come and demand reſtitution ; my 
brother anſwers, © I have bought and paid for 
« the eſtate, am the legal poſſeſſor, have improved 
it ſo much that Great Scharlack, at preſent, is 
« worth three or four times the ſum it was at the 
time of confiſcation. Let the Fiſcus pay me its 
«© actual value, and then let them beſtow it on 
* whom they pleaſe. If the reigning King gives 
« what his predeceſſor ſold to me, I ought not 
* thereby tobe a loſer.” _ 

This is a problem which the people of Berlin 
muſt reſolve. My brother has no children, and, 
without going to law, will bequeath Great Schar- 
lack to mine, when he ſhall happen to die. If he 
is forced in effect to reſtore it, without being reim- 
burſed, the King, inſtead of granting a favour, 
has not done juſtice. I do not requeſt any reſti- 
tution like this, ſince ſuch reſtitution would be 
made without aſking it, as a favour of the King. 
If his Majeſty takes off the confiſcation, becauſe 
he is convinced it was originally violent and unjuſt, 
then have I right to demand the rents of two and 
forty years. This I am to require from the Fiſcus, 
not from my brother. EF a 

| L 2 | And, 
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And, ſhould the Fiſcus only reſtore me the price 
for which it then ſold, it would commit a manifeſt 
mjuſtice, ſince all eſtates in the province of Pruſ. 

fa have, ſince the year 1746, ti ipled and quadru- 
ple u their valve. | | 

If the eſtate deſcends only to my children after 
Thy death, I receive neither right ror favour, for, 
in this caſe, I obtain nothing for myſelf, and ſhall 
remain deprived of the rents, which, as the eſtate 
is at preſent farmed, by my brother, amount to 
four thouſand rix-dollars per annum. The eſtate 
cannot be taken from him legally, fince he enjoys it 
by right of purchaſe. Jt will not be the King, 
who, when 1 am dead, will beſtow it upon my 
children; but my brother, who will bequeath it 
them by will. 

Such is the preſent ſtate of the buſineſs. How 
the benevolent monarch ſhall think proper to de- 
©1496, will be ſeen hereafter. I have demanded, of 
te Ficus, that it ſirall make a fair valuation of 
regt Scharlack, reimburſe my brother, and reſtore 
it to ae Wy brother has othereſtates. Theſe he 
wi diſpoſe of by teſtament, according to his good 
pleaſure.* _ 

Be theſe things as they may, the purpoſe of my 
journey is accompliſhed. My brother is my friend, 
and the father of my children. My ſon is in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, and my honour juſtified in my 
own country. In Pruſſia, at leaſt, I am victorious 
over fate. 

Reader, if thou haſt noble thoughts, rejoice with 
me, and from my hiſtory, learn that evil itſelf 

may convert to good. In the nineteenth year of 
my age, I loft my fortune, my liberty, my all, ho- 
nour and fortitude excepted, and theſe it was not 

in the power of the defpot to take. Two and ſor- 

ty years have I lived deprived of my property, 

wo and forty years endwed poverty, and even 
exceſſive 


6 


exceſſive indigence, with the exception of ſome 
few intervals, without ever being guilty of mean- 
neſs, and, in the moment of good fortune, I have 
been liberal even to prodigality. I often have 
been deceived, but never was a deceiver. Thoſe 
who plundered me bluſh at my name. I walk 
proudly even in the preſence of kings. I write 
truths without diſguiſe, and my writiugs find tole- 
ration, and privilege. I was deſpiſed, condemn- 
ed, and rejected, yet obtained, even in the dun- 
geon's depihs, than which no man could defcend 
lower, the general eſteem and approbation of the 
worthy. 

Thou, great God, haft preſerved me amidſt my 
trouble. The pureſt gratitude penetrates my heart. 
Oh that it might pleaſe thee never tolet mortal en- 
dure what I have endured, or, if ſo it cannot be, 
that thou wouldſt grant him equal ſtrength to v reſ- 
tle with woe. Oh that thou wouldſt ſhield man 
from arbitrary power, and baniſh deſpotiſm from 
the earth. Diſhonour caſt headlong down, and 
exterminate the enemy of man, and let all preva- 
ricating judges be, like mine, reduced to cleanſe 
the ſtreets of filth. Suffer not the hypocnitical 
knave to injure and inſult the virtuous. May this 
my tragical narration be a leſſon to the afflicted, 
afford hope to the deſpairing, fortitude to the wa- 
vering, and ſhake and humanize the hearts of 
kings. 

Joyfully now do I journey tothe ſhores of death. 
My duty fulfilled, my end attained, tranquillity 
deſerved. My conſcienceis void of reproach, poſ- 
terity ſhall bleſs my memory, and only the unfeel- 
ing, the wicked, the conſeſſor of princes, and the 
pious impoſtor, ſhall vent their rage againſt my writ- 
ings. My few remaining hours of life ſhall ſtill be 
dedicated to the love of men. For my own part, 
my wants are few. My mind is deſirous of . 

and, 
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and, ſhould this be denied me, ſtill will I not mur. 
mur. I now with, to ſteal gently, though not 
wholly unknown, toward that laſt aſylum, whither 
in my youth, if thither I went, it muſt be with 
colours flying. Grant, Almighty God, that the 
prayer I this day make may be heard, and that ſuch 
may be the concluſion of my eventful life. 
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FRANCIS BARON TRENCK, 


A PARTISAN COLONEL, AND COMMANDER IN 
CHIEF OF THE PANDOURS, IN THE SERVICE 
OF HER MAJESTY THE EMPRESS-QUEEN- 


FREDERIC BARON TRENCK, 


AS A NECESSARY SUPPLEMENT TO HIS OWN 
HISTORY. 
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Fraxcs Baron Trenck was born in 1714, 
in Calabria, a province of Sicily. His father was 
then a governor, and heutenant-colonel there, and 
died, poſſeſſed of theſe honours, in 1743, at Leit- 
ſchau, in Hungary, lord of the rich manors of Preſ- 
towacz, Pleternitz, and Pakratz, in Sclavonia, and 
other conſiderable eſtates in Hungary. His chriſ- 
tian name was John; he was my father's brother, 
and born in Konigſberg, in Pruſſia, where the fami- 
ly is well known, and where it has poſſeſſed eſ- 
tates ever ſince the times of the Teutonic knights. 

The name of his mother was Kettler; ſhe was 
born in Courland, but I am unacquainted with her 

Suffice it to ſay that Trenck, whoſe hiſtory I 
write, was, both by father and mother, a gentle- 


man of ancient family: and that his grandfather 
and 


only what I have heard from the moſt creditable 
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and mine was of Pruſſia. He was not, as his ene- 
mies propagated at Vienna, the fon of a Sclavo. 
nian robber. His father, who ſerved Auſtria, 
with honour, till the age of ſixty-eight, died, as! 
have ſaid, at Lenichau, with the rank of colonel, 
and bore thoſe wounds to his grave which atteſted 
his waritke valour. | 

Francis Baron Trenck was his only ſon; he had 
attained the rank of colonel during his father's life, 
and ſerved with diſtinction in the army of Maria 
Tereſa. | | 

I ſhall ſay nothing of his early youth. The hi 
tory of his life, which he publiſhed in 1747, when 
he was under confinement at Vienna, is fo full of 
minute circumſtances, and fo poorly written, that! 
ſhall make but little uſe of it. Here I ſhall relate 


perſons, from his enemies themſelves, and what I 
have myſelf ſeen. . 

His ancient father, a bold and daring ſoldier, 
idolizing his only ſon, and ſuperlatively avaricious, 
wholly neglected his education, fo that the paſſrons 
of this ſon were moſt unbridled. Endowed by na- 
ture, with very extraordinary talents, the heir of 
2 rich father, this ardent youth was early his own 
maſter, and allowed to indulge the impetuous fire 
of his conſtitution. Moderation was ever utterly 
unknown to him, and good fortune moſt remarka- 
bly favoured all his enterpriſes. Theſe were nu- 
merous, undertaken from no principle of virtue, 
nor actuated by any motives of humanity. The 
love of money, and the defire of fame, were the 
paſſions of his ſoul. All his wiſhes were fucceſsful, 
therefore were all his wiſhes indulged. To his 
warlike inclination was added the inſenſibility of a 
heart natively wicked ; and he found himſelf an 
actor, on the great ſcene of life at a time when the 
earth was drenched with human gore, and * 
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the ſword decided the fate of nations; hence this 
chief of pandours, this ſcourge of the unprotected, 
naturally became an 1ron-hearted enemy, a fero- 
cious foe of the human race, a formidable enemy 
in private life, and a perfidious friend. 

Conſtitutionally choleric and ſanguinary, addict- 
ed to voluptuous pleaſures, ſenſual, and brave; he 
was unappeaſable when affronted, prompt to act, 
in the moment of danger eircumſpect, and, when 
under the dominion of anger, inhuman and cruel 
even to fury; irreconcileable, artful, fertile in 
invention, and ever intent on great pro ects. 

When youth and beauty inſpired love, he then 
became ſupple, inſinuating, amiable, gentle, re- 
ſpectful, yet, ever excited by pride, unceaſingly to 
purſue his purpoſe, each conqueſt gave but new 
deſires of adding another ſlave over whom he might 
domineer ; and, whenever he encountered unſha- 
ken reſiſtance, he even thenceaſed to be avaricious. 
A prudent and intelligent woman, turning this part 
of his character to advantage, might have formed 
this very ſingular man to virtue, probity, and the 
love of the human race ; but, from his moſt tender 
infancy, his will had never ſuffered reſtraint, 
and he thought nothing impoſſible. As a ſoldier, 
he was bold even to temerity; capable of the moſt 
hazardous enterprize, and of laughing at the day- 
ger himſelf provoked. His ambitious projects were 
the more elevated becauſe that the end of all his 
actions was the acquirement of renown. In council 
he was dangerous ; every thing muſt cede to his 
views. To him themeans, by which his end was 
to be obtained, were indifferent. Wo to the 
wretch who hoped to excite his compaſſion, by 
ſubmiſſion and prayer! 

The Croats at this time were undiſciplined, prone 
to rapine, thirſfting for human blood, and only 
taught obedience by violence and blows; * ad 
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ncur, and human pity. In the thirty-firſt year of 
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been the companions of his infancy ; theſe he uy. 
dertook to ſubjeR, by fervitude and fear, to military 
ſubordination, and, from banditti, to make them 
foldiers. His habitual intercourſe with ſuch a ſpe- 
cites of men gave him that fierceneſs of character, 


which has been ſo often remarked in tyrants. 


With reſpect to his exterior, Nature had been 
prodigal of her favours, His height was fix feet 
three inches, and, though his flature was gigantic, 
the ſymmetry of his limbs was exact; his form was 
upright, his countenance agreeable, yet maſculice, 
and his ftrength almoſt incredible. He could ſever 
the head from the body of the largeſt ox, with ore 
ſtroke of his ſabre, and he was ſo adroit at this 
Turkiſh practice that he at length could behead 
men as if he were cleaving turnips. In the latter 
years cf his life, his aſpect was become terrible, 


becauſe chat, during the Bavarian war, he had been 


ſcorched by the exploſion of a powder-barre}, and 
his face remamed ſcarred and unpregnated with 
black ſpots. | | I 
In company he rendered himſelf exceedingly 
agreeable, ſpoke feven languages fluently, was 
jocular, poſſeſſed wit, and in ſerious converſation 
underſtanding; bad learned muſic, ſung with taſte, 
and had a good voice, ſo that he might have been 
well paid as an actor, had that been his fate. He 
could even, when ſo diſpoſed, become gentle ard 
complaifant ; but, wherever he could command, 
he was a monſter, : 
His Took told the man of obſervation that he was 


cunning and choleric ; Ind his wrath was terrible. 


He was ever ſuſpicious, becauſe he judged others 
by himfelf. Self-intereft and avarice ever con- 
ſtituted his ruling paſſion, and, wherever he had 
an opportunity of increaſing his wealth, he equally 
diſregarded the duties of religion, the ties of ho- 


his 


6 


his age, when he was poſſeſſed of nearly two mil- 
lions, he did not expend a florin per day, fo that 
he even denied himſelf neceſſaries. | 

As he and his pandours always led the van, and 
as he thence had opportunity to ravage the enemy's 
country, at the head of troops fo addicted to ra- 
pine, we muſt not wonder that Bavaria, Sileſia, 
aud Alſatia, were ſo plundered. He alone pur- 
chaſed the booty from his troops, at a low price, 
and this he ſent by water to his own eſtates. If 
any one of his officers had made a rich capture, 
Trenck inſtamly became his enemy. He was ſent 
on every dangerous expedition, till he fell, and the 
colonel became his univerſal heir, for Trenck ap- 
propriated all he could to himſelf. 

He was reputed to be a man moſt expert in mili- 
tary ſcience, an excellent engineer, and to poſſeſs 
an exact eye in eſtimating heights and diſtances. 
Hence had he the firſt advantages that a partiſan 
leader can enjoy, that of being perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the country in which the war is carried on. 
In all emerprizes he was the firſt; inured to fatigue, 
his iron body could ſupport it without inconveni- 
ence. Nothing eſcaped his vigilance, all was 
turned to account, and what valour could not ac- 
compliſh cunning ſupplied. His pride ſuffered him 
not to incur an obligation, and thus was he by 
principle unthankful; his actions all centred in ſelf, 
and, as he was 1emarkably fortunate in whatever 
he undertook; he aſcribed even that which accident 
gave to foreſight and genius. Depending thus on 
himſelf, he was incapable of ſeeking, valuing, or 
maintaining friendſhip, therefore was abandoned 
when he moſt needed the firm ſupport of friendſhip. 
Vet was he, ever, as an officer, a moſt uſeful 
and ineſtimable man to the ſtate. His love and re- 
_ for his ſovereign, and his zeal 1n her ſervice, 

were 
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with zeal, loyalty, and effect. 


( 158 ) 
were unbounded : wherever her glory was at 
fake, he would willingly have devoted himſelf 
her victim. This I affert to be truth: I probed his 


| heart, and knew him well. Of little conſequence 


is it to me, whether the hiſtorians of Maria Tereſa 
have, or have not, miſrepreſented his talents, and 
the fame he deferved. I am one of thoſe biogra- 
phers who do not ſtop to relate trifles. I hold it 
moft effential, firſt, to deſcribe the true character 
of the man whoſe life I write; his virtues, his vices, 
and his paſſions, without diſguiſe; and afterward 
to ſupport what I have affirmed, by the relation of 
facts, the veracity of which the reader will judge 
of, comparing them with what he has before learn- 
ed concerning the character of the man, of whom 
fuch facts are related. 

According to principles like theſe ought all the 
hiſtories of our heroes and monarchs to be written; 
rheir virtues and vices ought ſo to be pourtrayed that 
their ſucceſſors may not be deceived, but may de- 
termine for themſelves according to the characte- 
riſtie traits Iaid before their eyes, and amend their 
own errors. The paraſite, the ſelf.- intereſted and 
the timid hiſtorian, alike, are the friends of falſe- 
hood. I write not romances, to diſguiſe the failings 
or the crimes, to palliate the deteſtable acts or to 
magnify the virtues, of king, or hero. I write 
truth, for the information and improvement of 


The life of Tretick I write for the following rea- 
ſons. He had the honour firſt to form, and com- 
mand, regular troops, raiſed in Sclavonia. The 
foldiers acquired glory under their leader, and ſuſ- 
tamed the tottering power of Auſtria: they made 
Hbations of their blood in its defence, as did Trenck, 
in various battles. He ſerved like a brave warrior, 


(199--) 


The vile perſecutions of his enemies, at Vienna, 
with whom he refuſed to ſhare the plunder he had 
made, loſt him honour, liberty, and, not only the 
perſonal property he had acquired, but, likewife, 
the family: patrimony, in Hungary. He died, like 
a malefaQor, illegally ſentenced, in impriſonment; 
and knaves have affirmed, and fools have believed, 
and believe ſtill, he took the King of Pruſſia priſon- 
er, and that he granted him freedom, in conſe- 
quence of a bribe. So have the loyal Iamgarians 
been led to fuppoſe that a Hungarian had really 
been a traitor. | | | 

By my writings, I wiſh to prove to this noble 
nation that Trenck, for his loyalty, on the contrary, 
deſerved compaſhon, eſteem, and honour, in His 
country. This I have already done in the former 
part of my hiſtory. The truth of this no man de- 
mes; for I have offered to bring the legal acts in 
teſtimony of what I have aſſerted, ſhoukd the mo- 
narch be inclmed to examine this truth, and events 
ſo diſhonourable to juſtice, or to act, in this caſe, 
as Frederic William has acted, at Berlin, where I 
have been heard in my own juſtification. The dead 
Trenck can ſpeak no more ; but it 1s the duty of the 
living ever to ſpeak in defence of right. 

Trenck wrote his own hiſtory, during the ſuits 
carried on againſt him, while he was confined in 
the arſenal at Vienna; and, in the laſt two ſheets, 
he openly related the manner in which he had been 
treated by the council of war, of which Count 
Lowenwalde, his greateſt enemy, was preſident. 
The count, however, found ſupporters too power- 
ful, and theſe ſheets were torn from the book, and 
publicly burnt by the hangman at Vierma. Defence 
after this became impoſhble: he groaned under the 
gripe of his adverſaries. 3 

I have given a literal copy of theſe ſheets in the 
firſt volume of my life; and J agam repeat, I 5 
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able to prove the truth of what is there aſſerted, b 
che acts, proceedings, and judicial regiſters, which 


are in my polleſhon. He was confined in the Spiel. 


burg, becauſe much was to be dreaded from an in. 


jured man, whom they knew capable of the moſt 


deſperate enterprizes. He died defenceleſs, the 
facrifice of iniquity and unjuſt judges. He died, ard 
his honour remained unprotected. 
LI am, by duty, his defender; although he expir- 
ed my pepſonal enemy, the author of all the ills 1 
have {iffered. I came to the knowledge of his per- 
fecutors too late for the unfortunate Trenck. And 
who are thoſe who have divided his ſpoils; who 
flew him that they might fatten themſelves! Who 
has ſeen any one of their families render a Trench 
to the ſtate? Who ever diſcovered a man of noble 
heart amid their offspring? Proſperity be to your 
excellencies, now, by the grace of Heaven and 
the Empreſs, the nobles of the land! Your titles 
bave been paid for from the coffers of Trenck' 
Yet can neither theſe your cabals, your wealthy 
protectors, your own riches, or your credit at 
court, deprive me of the right of vindicating his 
fame. | | | | 

| have boldly written, have openly ſhewn, that 
Trenck was pillaged by you; that he ſerved the 
houſe of Auſtria as a worthy man, with fidelity and 
zeal; not by coming powdered upon the parade; 
net in court-martials and committees of enquiry; 
but ſword in hand, fighting for his country, ſharing 
the ſoldier's glory, yet afterward, falling the victim 
of envy and power; falling by the hands of thoſe 


who are unworthy, incapable, of judging merit and 


probity. He take the King of Pruſha! He took 
the Emperor of Morocco. | | 
Yes he is dead—But ſhould any man on earth 
care openly affirm that the Hungarian or the Pruſ- 
fan Trenck were either of them capable of E 
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jon, that either of them merited puniſhment at Vi” + 
enna or at Berlin, for having betrayed their coun- 
try, he will not have long to ſeek before he will be 
informed that he has done us both injuſtice. After 
this preface, I ſhall continue my narrative accord- 
jog to the plan I propoſed. | 

Trenck, the father, was a miſer, paſt ſervice, 
yet a well meaning man. Trenck, the ſon, on the 
contrary, was a youthful folder, turbulent and hot, 
who ſtood 1n need of money to indulge his plea- 
ſures. Many curious pranks he played, when an 
enſign in I know not what regiment of foot. 

He went to one of the collectors of his father's 
rents and demanded money; the collector refuſed 
to give him any, and Trenck cleaved his ſkull with 
his ſabre. A proſecution was commenced againſt 
him“, but war breaking out in 1736, between the 


RAuſſians and the Turks, he, with the permiſſion of 


the court of Vienna, rajſed a ſquadron of Huſſars, 
and went with it into the Ruſhan ſervice, contrary 


to the will of his father. 


In this war he diſtinguiſhed himſelf highly, and 
acquired the protection of Field-marſhal Munich. 
He was ſo ſucceſsful, and ſo daring, as a partiſan 
leader againſt the Tartars, that he became very fa- 
mous in the army, and, at the end of the campaign, 
was appointed major. Cr e oR 
It happened, on ſome occaſion, that flying par- 
ties of the Turks approached the front of his regi- 
ment, when on march, and Trenck, ſeeing a favour- 
able moment for attacking them, went to Colonel 
Rumin, defiring that the regiment might be led to 
the charge, and that they might profit by ſo fair an 
opportunity. The timid colonel anſwered, I have 
HOLM: M © no 


The ſtate of vaſſalage in theſe countries is moſt melan- 
cholily depicted by this and fimilar anecdotes. 
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* no ſach orders.” Trenck then demanded per- 
miſhon to charge the Turks only with his own 
ſquadron; but this was refuſed. —He immediately 
became furious, for he had never been acquainted 
with contradiction or ſubordination, and cried aloud 
to the ſoldiers . If there be one brave man among 
vou, let him follow me.” About two hundred 
immediately ſtepped from the ranks ; he put him- 
ſelf at their head, routed the enemy, made a hor- 
rible carnage, and returned intoxicated with joy, 
accompanied by priſoners, and loaded with diſſe- 
vered heads. 

Once more arrived in preſence of the regiment, 
he attacked the colonel, treated him like the rank- 
eſt coward, called him opprobrious names, and beat 
him, without the other daring to make the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance. 5 En 

The adventure, however, became known; Trenck 
was arreſted, and ordered to be tried. | 

. His judges condemned him to be ſhot—and the 
day was appointed but, the exening before execu- | 
tion, Field-marſhal Munich paſſed, either by chance 
or deſign, near the tent in which he was confined. — 
Trenck ſaw him, came forward, and ſaid, —< Cer- 
e tainly your excellency will not ſuffer a foreign 
cavalier to die an ignominious death, becauſe he 
ce has chaſtiſed a cowardly Ruffian? If I muſt die, 
c at leaſt give me permiſſion to ſaddle my horſe, 
„and, with my fabre in my hand, let me fall, fur- 
« rounded by the enemy.“ £7 we 

The Tartars happened to be at this time harraſſ- 
ing the advanced poſts; the field-marſhal ſhrugged - 
his ſhoulders, and was filent. —Trenck, ſtill, not 
diſcouraged, added I will undertake to bring 
«© your excellency three heads, or loſe my own. 
„Will you, if 1 do, be pleaſed to grant me my 
* pardon :?“ The kield-marſhal replied, —< Yes.” 
The horſe of Trenck was immediately brought ; he 

galloped 


cc 


1 

gallop ed to the enemy, and retuined ſingly; with 
tour heads knotted to has horſe's mane, himſelf only 
ſlightly wounded in the ſhoulder. 

Munich embraced him; ; and immediately ap- 
pointed him to be a major in another regiment. 

Various, and almoſt incredible, were his feats; 
among others, a Tartar ran him through the bly 
with his lance: 'Trenck graſped the projecting end 
with his hands, exerted his prodigious ftrength, 
broke the lance: ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and happily 
eſcaped. Of this wound, dreadiul as it was, he 
was ſoon cured. 

1 myſelf have ſeen the two ſcars, and that far 
may athrm the truth of the fact. I alſo learned this, 
and many others, in 1746, from officers who had 
ſerved in the fame army, and who had been eye- 
witneſſes of what they related. 

During this campaign he behaved with great ho- 
nour, was wounded by an arrow in the calf of the 
leg, and gained the affection of the field-marſhal 
Munich, - but excited the envy of the Ruſſians. 
Toward the concluſion of 'the war, he had a new 
misfortune; his regiment was on the march, and 
incommoded on all ſides by the enemy: he i intreat- 
ed his colonel, for the love of God, to permit him 
to attack them. The colonel was once more a 
Ruſſian, and he refuſed. Trenck gave him a blow, 
and called aloud to the foldiers to folowhim. They, 


however, being Ruſhans, remained motionleſs—and 


he was put under arreſt. 
The court-martial ſentenced him to death—and 


all hope of reprieve ſeemed over. The general 


would willingly have granted his pardon, but, as 
he was himſelf a foreigner, he was fearful of offend- 
ing the Ruſſians by ſuch partaality, they having be- 
gun to murmur. 

The day of execution came, and he was led to 
the place of death. Munich, however, ſo con- 


trived it that field-marſnal Lowenthal ſhould paſs 
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by, af this moment, in company with his lady. 
Trenck profited by the opportunity, ſpoke boldly, 
and prevailed. A reprieve was requeſted, and the 
ſentence was changed into banyhment and labour 
in Siberia. 
Trenck proteſted agaiaſt this ſentence. The 
field-marſhal wrote to Peterſburgh, and an order 
came that he ſhould be broken, and conducted out 
of the Ruſhan territories. This order was accord- 
mgly executed, and he returned into Hungary to 
his father. | 
At this period he eſpouſed the daughter of the 
Field-marſhal Baron Tillier, of one of the firſt fa- 
males in Switzerland. | 
The two brothers of his wife, each, became 
lieutenant-general, one of whom died honourably, 
during the ſeven years war, and particularly favour- 
ed by his ſovereign. The other was made com- 
mander general in Croatia, where he is ſtill living, 
and at the head of a regiment of infantry that bears 
his name. | | 
Trenck did not live long with his lady. She was 
pregnant, and, his diverhons being ever conſonant 
to his unruly temperament, he took her to hunt with 
him in a marſh, whence ſhe returned ill, being un- 
accuſtomed to ſuch exerciſe, and died, without 
leaving him any heir. 
Warlike inclinations would not long permit him 
to remain idle. —Having no opportunity to indulge 
theſe, becauſe of the general peace, he conceived 
the project of extirpating the Sclavonian ban- 
ditti. | | | 
Before TI proceed, it will be proper to deſcribe 
this race of men, whom no perſon before him had 
dared to attack, although they laid the whole coun- 
try under contribution, and exerciſed the utmoſt 
cruelties. | 2 


The 
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The title of their chiefs was Harum-Baſhaw; 
and they were elected from among the ſtrongeſt, 
the moſt intelligent, and the boldeſt men of the 
nation. So ſevere were their laws, that the ſmall- 
eſt fault was puniſhed by ſtrangling the culprit. 


If any one of their comrades had been Sly on 


there is no example that they ever ſo much as ſpar- 
ed the infant, even in its mother's womb. 

Their vengeance was unlimited; and if, by 
chance, the whole band were defeated with ſlaugh- 
ter, in ſuch kind of attempts, the new Harum-Ba- 
ſhaw of their ſucceſſors was bound to carry fire and 
{word, there where his predeceſſor had fallen. 

In effect, they were true partiſans; main- 
tained ſpies in Turkey, and occaſionally fell upon 
the Turkiſh banditti, taking from them their boo- 
ty, and plundering and aflaſſinating the caravans 
of merchants.—Therefore, they ſpread univerſal 
terror throughout the country: no one durſt ex- 
poſe himſelf to their enmity; and all the landhold- 
ers paid them a ſmall contribution, that they might 

rotect them from the incurſions of the Turkiſnh 
nditti. Theſe their tributaries, and their vaſſals 


under them, lived tranquil and 1n full ſecurity, for 


it was a law, among the Sclavonian banditti, ne- 
ver to forfeit their word. | 
Each Harum-Baſhaw had a ſtipulated number of 
men, and, when any one of them died, all the 
youths, moſt adroit and renowned for their feats, 
became candidates for the vacant place, becauſe 
that theſe banditti lived in abundance, and were 
not obliged to work. 3 
They freely traverſed all the country, armed, 
and were well known by their large rings and 
buttons of ſilver. When government thought 
proper to purſue and attack them, and they weie 
obliged to encounter the regulars, they generally 
had the advantage, and could take ſhelter, when 
attacked, 
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attacked, in their vaſt foreſts, with the paths and 
thickets of which they were well acquainted. At 
fuch times, they became a great nuiſance to the 
neighbouring hamlets, which they pillaged at plea- 
ſure. 

Trenck, cherefore, began his military exploits 
ane w againſt this ſingular race of men. To exe- 
cute this enterprize, he employed his own vaſſals 
and pandours. He was afterward aſſiſted by a de- 
tachment of regulars, having promiſed the court 
of Vienna that he would totally deſtroy theſe ban- 
ditti. The bloody conteſt now commenced—men 
were racked and impaled, and it may, perhaps, be 
ſafely affirmed that more activity, precaution, and 
courage, were neceſſary to infure ſucceſs in fuch a 
kind of war, than to lead a great army to the field 
of battle. 

Trenck ſeemed born for this murderous trade. 
Day and night on'the watch, he chaſed them, like 
wild beaſts, by tracing their foot-ſteps ; killing 
now one, then another, and treating them undiſtin- 
tuiſhedly with' the utmoſt barbarity. Father and 
ſon alike muſt bleed: nor was he himſelf a moment 
certain he ſliduld Hot fall into their hands, or be 
betrayed by his own ſoldiers. 

Tho GE rr which I ſhall here relate, will 
ſufficiently paint the character of this unaccounta- 
ble man.—He had impaled alive the father of a 
Harum-Baſhaw. One evening he was going on 
patrole, along the banks of a brook which ſeparat- 
ed two provinces. On the oppoſite ſhore was the 
ſon of this impaled father, with his Croats.—Tt was 
Tmoon-ligkt, and the latter called aloud ——— 
I hear thy voice, Trenck!—Thou haſt im- 

te paled my father !—Thou petſecuteſt us like a 
* raſcal,” with craft and cruelty. If thou haſt a 
< heart in thy body, come hither, over the bridge 
* —I will ſend away my followers; leave thy fire- 

„ arms, 
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arms, come 2 with thy ſabre, and we will 
then ſee who ſhall via 


remain the victor.“ 

The agreement was made —and the Harum-Ba- 
ſhaw ſent away his Croats, and laid down his muſ- 
ket. Trenck paſſed the wooden bridge; both drew 
their ſabres; but Trenck treacheroufly killed his 
adverſary with a piſtol, that he had concealed, 
after which he ſevered his head from his body, took 
it with him, and ſtuck it upon a pole. 5 

The reader will determine concerning the hero- 
iſm of this action toward a thief, who, although a 
thief, behaved ſo nobly. „ 

Be this as it may, he continued to enſnare them 
by every kind of artifice, and to purſue them with 
unrelenting vengeance. Thus he became the ter- 
ror and the ſcourge of that pernicious race. 

One day, when he was hunting, he heard muſic 
in a lone houſe which belonged to one of his vaſ- 
lals. He was thirſty, entered, and found the gueſts 
ſeated at table. He ſat himſelf down, and ate with 
them, not knowing that this very houſe was a place 
of rendezvous for the banditti. | 
As he was ſeated oppoſite the door, at a long 
narrow table, he ſaw two Harum-Baſhaws, armed, 
and of a gigantic ſtature, enter. His muſket ſtood 
in a corner; he was ſtruck with terror; but one of 
the banditti addreſſed him tus 

“Neither thee, nor thy vaſlals, Trenck, have 


« we ever injured, yet doſt thou purſue us with 


< unexampled cruelty. We think more nobly. 
« Fat thy fill; we could nail thee to the wall; 
* but fear nothing. When chom hatt fatisfied thy 
c hunger, we will then, ſabre in hand, ſee who 
has moſt juſtice on his fide, and whether thou 
* art as courageous and as invincible as men ſpeak 
cc th e 25 7 
Hereupon they ſat themſelves down oppoſite 
him at the table, and began to eat and wer 
an 
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and make merry. The fituation of Trenck could 

not be very pleaſant. He recollected that, beſide 
. theſe two giants, there might be more of their com- 
. panions without, ready to fall upon him; he, 
therefore, privately drew his piſtols from his pock- 
et, held them under the table while he cocked 
them, preſented: each hand to the body of a Ha- 
.rum-Baſhaw, fired them both at the ſame inſtant, 
overſet the table on the other gueſts, and ſafely 
. eſcaped from the houſe. As he went he had time 
enough to ſeize on one of their muſkets, which was 
ſtanding at the door. One of the Croats was lefi 
weltering in his blood; the other diſengaged ih im- 
ſelf from the table, and ran like a man frantic after 
Trenck, who ſuffered him to approach, killed him 
with his own gun, ſtruck off his head, and brought 
-1t home mn triumph. 

By this action the banditti were deprived of their 
two moſt valorous chiefs, ang, likewiſe, of their 
courage, ſo that, cut off on ev ſide, numbers of 
them took refuge in the Turkiſh ſtates. 

War broke out about this time, in the year 
1740, when all the Hungarians took up arms in 
defence of their lovely and beloved queen. Trenck 
wrote to Vienna, offered to raiſe a free corps of 

pandours, and requeſted a general amneſty for 
all the banditti who ſhould join his troops. His 
requeſt was granted, he publiſhed the amneſty, 
and began tv raiſe recruits : few, however, of the 
banditti came to join his colours; he, therefore, 
enrolled his own vaſſals, formed a corps of about 
five hundred men, went in ſearch of the robbers, 
drove them into a ſtrait between the Save and Sar- 
ſawa, where they at length capitulated, and about 
three hundred of them mrolled themſelves with his 
pandours. | | 

Moſt of theſe men were fix feet in height, up- 
right, determined, and experienced ſoldiers, 19 
. could 
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could ſwim, and were accuſtomed to run, like roe- 
bucks, for miles through the foreſts. Theſe were 
neceflary requiſites before they could be admitted 
among the banditti. 
It is not to be wondered at that an able leader of 
men like theſe found nothing impoſſible, or that he 
ſhould perform, brave and daring as he was, even 
to raſhneſs, feats that almoſt appear nuraculous. 
So long as any of theſe banditti remained, the 
name of the pandours was terrible ; but a man 
like himſelf only was capable of eſtabliſhing diſci- 
pline, order, and ſubordination among them. To 
indulge them, on certain occaſions, 1n their riots 
and their thirſt of pillage, were means which he 
often ſucceſsfully employed to lead them where he 
pleaſed, and to render them victorious. To be 
dauntleſs in the midſt of danger, to be ever at their 
head, to ſpeak only of plunder and good cheer, are 
the requiſites for, an officer of ſuch troops, and 
without which hefwill find it difficult to lead them 
to the attack. Should they perceive timidity in him, 
they become inactive, mutinous, and deſert. To 
render them effective he muſt treat them with ſeve- 
vity, and muſt wink at that exceſs of barbarity to 
which they often abandon themſelves. 


By means like theſe, Trenck accompliſhed his 


-purpoſes, became the terror of the enemies of Auſ— 


tria, and rendered moſt fignal ſervices to his Em- 
preſs. 
The event I am going to relate happened in 
1741, when his ſoldiers were yet undiſciplined. 
While he was exerciſing his regiment, a com- 
pany fired upon Trenck with ball, and killed his 


horle under him, and his ſervant that ſtood by his 


Tide. He ran, furious, to the company, counted 
one, two, three, and beheaded the fourth. He 
was continuing this when a Harum Baſhaw left the 
Tanks, drew his ſabre, and called aloud, It was 
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<« I who fired upon thee, defend thyſelf,” The 
ſoldiers ſtood motionleſs ſpectators. Trenck at- 
tacked him, and had the good fortune to hew him 
down. 2 | 

He was then proceeding to continue the execy- 
tion of the fourth man, but the whole regiment pre- 
fented their arms. The revolt became general, 
and Trenck ſtill holding his diawn ſabre, ran like a 
Hon amidſt them, hacking about him on all fides. 
The excels of his rage was terrific : the ſoldiers all 
called hold, each fell on his knees, and promiſed 
obedience. After this, he cordially embraced ſome 
of them, remonſtrated and harangued to them in 
language ſuitable to their character, and, from that 
time, they became invincible ſoldiers, whenever 
they were headed by himſelf. 

It may well be aſked whether a man, who in like 
peril is capable of acting with like intrepidity, 
ought to be judged by common rules. Trenck, 
however, was condemned by the deciſion of ſome 
pacific court-martial judges, who had grown old in 
a ſoldier's uniform, without having ever ſtained it 
with their own blood. Let the ſituation of Trenck 
be confidered : be it remembered that he was the 
chief of a band of robbers, accuſtomed to rapine, 
and who ſuppoſed they were authoriſed to take 
whatever they pleaſed, in an enemy's country: a 
banditti that had ſo often defied the gallows, that 
had never known military ſubordination. Let ſuch 
men be ſuddenly led to the field, and oppoſed to 
regular troops. That they are never acted upon by 
a principle of honour 1s evident ; their leader, 
therefore, 1s obliged to excite their avidity by the 
hope of plunder, thus to engage them in action; 
for, if they perceive no perſonal advantage, the 
command of the chief, or the intereſt of the ſove- 
reign, are wholly inſufficient to make them act. 
Turks may be led to battle from ſuch motives, but 

not 


An 


not the artful Sclavonian, who flies danger where 
nothing is to be gained. 

Trenck had, likewiſe, need of a particular ſpe- 
cies of officers. They, like their chief, muſt at 
once be daring, yet cautious. They were parti- 
ſans, and muſt, therefore, be more capable of ſup- 
porting fatigue, than any regular troops; more de- 
firous of daily ſeeking the enemy, and hazarding 
their lives. Few are to be found who have the in- 
clination and the qualities requiſite for ſo dangerom 
2 trade; and, when ſuch forces firſt are razled, the 
firſt who preſent themſelves are neceſſarily accepted. 

As he was himſelf never abſent at the time of ac- 
tion, he ſoon became acquainted with the charac- 
ter of thoſe whom he called old women, and ſent 
them from his regiment, without any other proceſs 
than his own command, when he learned that any 


one among them had hidden himſelf in a ditch, or 


Had not run to the aſſault, at the head of his pan- 
dours. The number of officers ſo diſcharged in- 
creaſed, they all repaired to Vienna, vented their 
complaints, and were heard. | 

Envious of his good fortune, the enemies of 


Trenck were on the watch. His own avarice pre- 


vented him making any diviſion of his rich booty 
with thoſe gentlemen who conſtituted the military 
courts, thereby neglecting what was cuſtomary ar 
Vienna: hence originated the proſecution to Which 
he fell a victim. 

Scarcely had he entered Auſtria, with his Scla- 
vonian troops, before he found an opportunity of 
gathering laurels. The French army was defeated 
at Tintz. Trenck every where purſued them, treat- 
ed his priſoners with barbarity, and, never gram- 
ing quarter in battle, the very appearance of his 
pandours inſpired terror. Their cruelties, their ir- 


reſiſtible attacks, and the artful ſtratagems they had 
po | learnt 
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learnt in their thieviſh apprenticeſhip, were pro- 
ductive of effects equally dreadful and unforeſeen. 

Trenck was prudent, vigilant, a great warrior, 
and knew how to profit by the ſlighteſt advantage. 
From this time he became known and renowned, 
gained the confidence of Prince Charles, and the 
particular eſteem of the Field-marſhal Count Keven- 

huller, who had penetration to diſcover the worth 
of the man, and to turn the talents he poſſeſſed to 
advantage. No partizan had ever before obtained 
ſo much power as 'Trenck ; he every where prece- 
ded the army, and purſued the enemy as far as Ba- 
varia, carrying hre and ſword wherever he went. 
The ſtate reaped the advantages of conqueſt, and 
the pandours of plunder, by the hope of which 
alone they were actuated, and, under a leader ſo 
proper for themſelves, enacted wonders. 

Bavaria was laid waſte. Prince Charles granted 
Trenck a carte blanche, and, as it was known 
Trenck gave no quarter, the Bavarians, and the 
French, flew at the ſight of a red mantle. Pillage 
and murder attended the pandours wherever they 
went, and their colonel bought up all the booty 
they acquired. 

Chamb, in particular, was a ſcene of dreadful 
and ſavage maſſacre. The city was ſet on fire at 
every corner, and the inhabitants miſerably periſhed 
in the flames; thoſe women and children, who en- 
deavoured to fly, were obliged to paſs over a 
bridge, where they were firſt ſtripped, and after- 
wards thrown into the water. This action was one 
of the accuſations brought againſt Trenck, when he 
was proſecuted ; but he alledged in his juſtifica- 
tion. | | 

Firſt, That the citizens of Chamb had cut off 
the hands of fix pandour priſoners, and had led 
them in triumph through the town. 


Secondly, 


WS > 


Secondly, That the place had been taken by aſ- 
fault. | 

Thirdly, That Prince Charles had given him or- 
ders thus to act. | | 

The banks of the Iſer at this day reverberate 
groans for the barbarities of Trenck. Deckendorf 
and Fitzholſen felt all his fury. In the firſt of theſe 
towns, fix hundred French priſoners capitulated, 
although his forces were four miles diſtant ; but he 
formed a kind of ſtraw men, on which he put pan- 
dour caps and cloaks, ſet them up as centinels, and 
the garriſon, intimidated and deceived by this ſtra- 
tagem, ſigned the capitulation, in company only 
of himſelf, his adjutant, and ſome officers. 

The important ſervices he rendered the army 
during the Bavarian war are well known in the hiſ- 
tory of Maria Tereſa, though his actions have 
ever been repreſented with a face the leaſt favour- 
able. The good he has done has been purpoſely 
paſſed over in ſilence, becauſe he died under mis- 
fortunes, and did not leave his hiſtorian a legacy. 

He was informed by a ſpy that, either at Deck- 
endorf or Fitzholfen, I do not exactly remember 
which, there was a barrel, containing twenty thou- 
ſand florins, concealed at the houſe of an apothe- 
cary. Impelled by the deſire of booty, Trenck 
haſtened to the place indicated, with a candle in 
his hand, ſearching every where, and, in his hur- 
ry, dropt a ſpark into a quantity of gun-powder 
which happened to be there, by the exploſion of 
which he was daſhed againſt the ground, and 
dreadfully ſcorched. They carried him oft; but 
the ſcars, and the gun-powder with which Eis ſkin 
was blackened, in conſequence of this accident, 
rendered his countenance remarkably terrific. 

The preſent Field-marſhal e was at that 
time a lieutenant in his regiment, and happened to 
be at the door when his colonel was burut. Scarcely 

| | was 
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was Trenck eured before his ſpies informed bim 
that Laudohn had plenty of money, and that he 
and his friends Irved mernly. Immediately he ſuſ- 
Qed that Laudohn had indubitably found the 
barred of florins, and from that moment he perſe- 
cated this worthy man, by all imaginable arts, 
Wherever there was danger he ſent him, at the head 
of ſome thirty men, againſt three hundred, hopin 
to have bim cut off, and to make himfelf his heir. 
This was fo often repeated that Laudohn began 
to be weary, quitted the corps, and retreated to 
Vienna, where joining the crowd of accuſers and 
enemies of Trenck, he became ' inſtrumental in his 
deſtruction. Yet is it certain that, in the begin- 
ning, T renck had fhewn a friendſhip for Laudohn, 
had given him a commiſſion, and that this, at pre- 
dent, really great man learned, in the ſociety and 
under the command of Trenck, his military prin- 
ciples. Fg W 
General Tiller, whoſe warlike ardour is well 
known to the whole army, was hkewitſe formed in 
this nurſery of foldiers, where officers were taught 
activity, ftratagem, and enterpriſe. And who are 
now more capable of commanding a Hungarian ar- 
my than Tiller and Laudoha ? 
Lone day ſaid to Trenck, when he was in Vi- 
erma, embarraſſed by all the difficulties of his pro- 
fecution, and when he had publiſhed a defamatory 
writing againſt all his accuſers, excepting no man, 
— You have always told me that Laudohn was 
«© one of the moſt capable of your othcers, and 
ce ljkewiſe a worthy man. Wherefore then do 
ce youclaſs him among ſuch wretches ?? _ 
He replied, © What! would you have me praiſe 
« a man, who labours, at the very head of m 
© enemies, to rob me of honour, property and life!“ 
J have related this incident only to prove, by 
the public teftimony of ſo honourable a man, that 
7 ˙ . ethane Trenck 
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Trenck was a great ſoldier, and a zealous patriot, 
and that he never took the King of Pruſſia priſoner, 
as has been meanly, becauſe falſely, affirmed and 
as is ſtill believed by the filly multitude. Had 
ſuch a thing happened, Laudohn muſt have been 
preſent, and certainly would have ſupported this 
charge. That he did not is the beſt proof of my 
aſſertion, by which I vindicate the honour of the 
family, as in duty bound to my children. 

Bavaria was totally plundered by Trenck, as has 
been ſaid : barges were loaded with gold, filver, 
and effects, which he ſent to his eſtates in Sclavo- 
nia; Prince Charles and Count Kevenhuller coun- 
tenanced his proceedings; but when Field-marſtial 
Neupreg was at the head of the army, he had other 
principles. He was connected with Baron Tiebes, 
a counſellor of the Hof kriegſrath, who was all pu- 
ifſant over military men, and conſequently was the 
enemy or TJrenck. | 

Perſecution proceeded fo far that a ſuit was at 
that time inſtituted againſt him, and Trenck was 
impriſoned ; but he defended himſelf fo powerful- 
ly, that in a month's time he was ſet at liberty. 
Mentzel, mean while, had the command of the 
pandours, and this man, who was the ſon of a 
butcher, and who had none of the principles of a 
ſoldier, appropriated to himſelf all the fame that 
Trenck had acquired by the valour of warriors he 
himſelf had formed. 

Mentzel attained the reputation of an excellent 
partiſan, but it was well known to the army he 
never was the equal of Trenck, nor will io be called 


in hiſtory. Trenck now increaſed the number of 


his Croats to four thouſand, from whom, in 1743, 
a regiment of Hungarian regulars was formed, but 
that {ll retained the name of Pandours. It was a 
regiment of infantry. © 

Trenck 
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Trenck alſo had fix hundred huſſars, and one 
hundred and fifty chaſſeurs, whom he raiſed and 
equipped at his own expence, Yet, when this 
corps was reduced, all was fold for the profit of 
the imperial treaſury, or in ſome manner embez. 
zled, without ever bringing a ſhilling to account. 

With a corps ſo numerous, he was capable of 
undertaking great enterprizes. The enemy fled 
wherever he was named. He continually led the 
van, ralted contributions which amounted to ſeve- 
ral millions, carried various places by aſſault, de- 
lirered into the hands of his Empreſs, during the 
pace of five years, ſeven thouſand priſoners, 
French and Bavarian, and more than three thou- 
ſand Pruſſians, having ſlaughtered at leaſt as many, 
which no other partifan can boaſt. 'T 

A cixcumſtance moſt remarkable is, he never 
was defeated. His projects were all ſucceſsful, he, 
therefore, gamed eſteem and confidence among his 
troops, and wilt eternally remain in the page of 
| hiſtory, the firſt man who rendered the rude and 
favage Croats efficient ſoldiers. 

This it was impoſſible to perform among a ſtu- 
ptd and blood-thirſty people, without being guilty 
himfelf of extravagant and cruel acts. The neceſ- 
ty of the exceſſes he committed, at a time when 
the army was every where in want of ſorage, was 
ſo evident that he received the unlimited permil- 
fon of Prince Charles, though for this he Was at- 
terward proſecuted; while, on the contrary, the 
plunders of Barenklau, Mentzel, and the whole 
army, were never once queſtioned. 

Fhat Trenck advanced more than a hundred 

thouſand florins, to his regiment, I clearly proved 
in the year 1750. This proof allo came too late. 
He was dead. The evidence I brought, however, 
occaſioned the quarter-maſter Frederici to be eight 
months impriſoned. He confefſed the embezzle- 
| | ment 
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ment of this money, yet he found ſo many friends 
among the enemies of Trenck that he refunded no- 
thing, but was releaſed in the year 1754, when I 
was thrown 1nto the dungeon of Magdeburg. 

I was not an eye-witneſs, therefore cannot reca- 
pitulate all the ſervices my couſin rendered the 
houſe of Auſtria. The greater part cf what he 
himſelf told me has eſcaped my memory. Many 
of his acts, however, are well known to hiſtory, 
and would indeed have been unceaſingly extolled 
in the annals of Maria Tereſa, had not he been 
thus perſecuted. 

Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing than that this 
ſame man, who had poſſeſſed ſo many opportunities 
of amaſſing exorbitant wealth, in Bavaria, Sileſia, 
and Alſatia, and who lived like a miſer, that ſo he 
might amaſs, did not at his death leave the half of 
the property he had inherited from his father, and 
which legally deſcended to me, although it was 
torn from me by violence. 

In 1744 he obliged the French to retire beyond 
the Rhine, ſeized on a fort near Phillipſburg, ſwam 
acroſs the river with ſeventy pandours, attacked the 
fortifications, flew the Marquis de Crevecceur with 
his own hand, a death he merited by his negli- 
gence, manned the poſt, afterward traverſed the 
other arm of the Rhine, ſurpriſed two Bavarian re- 
giments of cavalry in their camp, and, by this dar- 
ing manceuvrc, ſecured the paſſage of the Rhine to 


the whole army, which, but for him, would not 


have been effected. 
His valour then ſpread terror and fear through- 


out Alſatia. Wherever he came, he laid the coun- 


try under contribution, and, at this moment of tri- 
umph for the Auſtrian arms, opened himſelf a paſ- 
ſage on what fide he pleaſed, to enter the territories 
of France. 
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In September 1744, war having once more 
broken out between Auſtria and Pruſſia, the impe- 
rial army was obliged precipitately to return, aban- 
don Allatia, and haſten to the ſuecour of the Auf. 
trian ſtates. Trenck, who had ſo happily opened 
the paſſage of the Rhine for the army, as gloriouſly 
ſucceeded in covering its retreat. 

The hiſtory of Maria Tereſa declares what were 
the damages he did the enemy, during the cam- 
paign of this memorable year. He gave very ſignal 
proofs of his capacity and zeal at Tabor and Bud- 
weis. With three hundred men only, he had the 
boldneſs to attack one of thoſe towns, which was 
defended by the two Pruſſian regiments of Wal- 
rabe, and Kreutz. An enterprize like this, againſt 
Pruſſian ſoldiers, ſufficiently ſpeaks the man. 

He found, however: that the water in the moats 
cf the town, was deeper than his ſpies had declar- 
ed it to be, and the ſcaling ladders too ſhort: moſt 
of thoſe led to the attack were drowned or killed 
in the water, and the ſmall number that eroſſed the 
moats were made priſoners. 'The garriſons of Ta- 
bor, of Budweis, and that of the caſtle of Frauen- 
berg, were, nevertheleſs, induced to capitulate, 
and yield themſelves priſoners of war, although the 
main body under Trenck was ſtill more than five 
miles diſtant. 

His corps did not come up till the morrow, and 
it was ridiculous enough to ſee the pandours dreſſed 
in the caps of the Pruſſian ſuſileers and pioneers, 
which they wore 1nſtead of their own, anc! which 
they afterward continued to wear. 

Unprejudiced perſons will determine Whether 
theſe were real ſervices rendered to his Empreſs. 

The campaign to hun was uninterruptedly glo- 
71088, and the enemy's want of light troops gave 
free ſcope to his enterprizes, highly to their preju- 
dice. His activity was mceiant, and he never re- 
turned 
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turned without priſoners. He paſſed the Elbe near 
Pardubitz, took the magazines, and was himſelf 
the cauſe of the great dearth, and unheard-of deſer- 
tion among the Pruſſians, and of that haſty retreat, 
to which they were forced. | 
The King was at Colin with his head quarters, 
where I myſelf was with him, when Trenck at- 
tacked the town, which, I preſume, he muſt have 
carried, had he not, on the firſt aſſault, been wound- 
ed by a cannon-ball, which ſhattered his right- 
foot. He was, therefore, taken away, and the at- 
tack did not ſucceed. His wound was very dan- 
gerous. The Empreſs-Queen thought proper to 
ſend him a ſurgeon from Vienna. The foot was 
obliged to be all laid open; he loſt the ancle-bone, 
and even a part of the tibia, and remained four 
months confined to his bed, like a furious madman 
at being ſo long unable to aſſault the enemy, while 
his men, without him, remained but ſo many cy- 
hers. | 

b In 1745 he went to Vienna, where bis entrance 
mto the city reſembled a triumph. Every body 
ran to ſee, and wonder at, the Pandour Trenck, 
and this univerſal applauſe did but the more in- 
creaſe the envy of his enemies. The Empreſs- 
Queen received him with the moſt honourable diſ- 
tinction. He appeared in her preſence with crutch- 
es ; ſhe obliged him to be ſeated, and, by her con- 
deſcending ſpeech, inflamed his zeal even to extra- 

vagance. 
Who would, in this moment, have ſuppoſed 
that the favourite of the people, the moſt loyal 
and ardent of the ſoldiers of her Majeſty, ſhould, 
that very ſame year, be enchained at Vienna; and 
that he there ſhould vent his groans, abandoned 
to the unlimited power of his enemies; who, col- 
lectively, had not rendered, during their whole 
lives, fo much eſſential ſervice to the ſtate, as 
N 2 | Trenck 
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Trenck had done in a ſingle day? Thus does def. 
tiny ſport with the lives and fortunes of men 

Intoxicated as he was with joy, he returned to 
his eſtate, and raifed eight hundred new recruits, 
that he might, in the following campaign, gather 
new laurels. He rejoined the army, obtained 
whatever he aſked at court, and was continually 
active, during the whole ſummer, in the executing 
of inceſſant and laborious projects. | 

At the battle of Sorau, which was fought in 
September, he fell upon the Pruſſian camp, and, 
as I have before related, ſeized on the tent of the 
King, and his ſervice of plate; but he came an 
hour too late to attack the rear, as had been pre- 
concerted. The politic Frederic willingly gave up 
his camp to be plundered, for the rude Croats, en- 
gaged in this buſineſs, could not eaſily be drawn 
off to attack the army, and the King was prepared 
to receive them, even if they ſnould. In the mean 
time, the imperial army was defeated. 

Here was an open field for the enemies of Trenck 
to incite the people againſt him, and render him 
ſuſpected by the court. They publiely accuſed 
him of having made the King of Pruſſia a priſoner 
in his tent, and of afterward reſtoring him to liber- 
ty; that he alſo remained pillaging the camp, in- 
ſtead of attacking the rear of the army, and that he 
alone thus occaſioned the loſs of the battle. His 
friends informed him of what was going forward, 
and that the ſtorm was gathering. 
After having gloriouſly ended the campaign, he 
returned to Vienna to defend himſelf. Here he 
found already aſſembled, three and twenty of his 
officers, whom he had caſhiered, and expelled his 
regiment ; moſt of them either for cowardice or 
mean actions. Perhaps, among them, there might 
be three or four, who had juſt cauſe of complaint; 
but theſe were poor, and without protection. There 

were 
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were, however, wicked men enough to be found, 
who ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced by the ene- 
mies of Trenck, to bear falſe teſtimony, The mi- 
litary counſellor Weber, and General Loewen- 
walde, had ſworn his downfall, which they eftect- 
ed, Their principal view was the ſequeſtration of 
his property, that they might ſecutely fiſh in trou- 
bled waters. 

Trenck, who was innocent of any ſtate crime, 
deſpiſed their attacks. While things remained 
thus, they poſted one of the Emprels's s female at- 
tendants, with inſtructions to profit by every fa- 
vourable opportunity to deprive him of her confi- 
dence. Than this, nothing could be more eaſy. 
It was preſently affirmed, Trenck is an atheiſt! A 
libertine! Who never tells his beads! Who never 


prays to the holy virgin! Who never buys indulg- 
ences.” 

His debauched life was the next topic; his bar- 
barities committed in the enemy's country; the un- 
bridled exceſs of his pandours; his robberies in the 
churches of Bavaria; his plunderings, and the vaſt 
riches he had accumulated ; all which had been 
performed, with an evident intention of becoming 
a dangerous rebel in Sclavonia! 

The officers, whom he had broken, whiſpered 
it, in tap-rooms and coffee-houſes, That Trenck had 
taken and ſet free the king of Pruſſia. This was 
ſufficient to raiſe the cry among the filly and fa- 
natic mob of Vienna. Teazed by their complaints, 
and at the requiſition of Trenck himſelf, the Em- 
preſs-Queen commanded that a legal examination 
ſhould be undertaken of theſe accuſations. Field- 
marſhal Cordova, a man of merit and probity, was 
choſen to preſide over this committee of enquiry. 
He acquitted himſelf with impartiality, ſpoke the 
truth, and drew up a ſtate of the caſe, which he 


preſented to the court, and which I ſhall here cite: 
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The complaints brought againſt him were all 
© of a nature not to require a court-martial. 
*© Trenck had, occaſionally, behaved 1mproperly 
e to ſome officers, whom he had broken by his 
oven proper authority; therefore, their demands 
* ought to be ſatisfied, by the payment of twelve 
e thouſand florins. The remaining accuſations 
« were all the vile attempts of revenge and calum- 
nx, and were totally inſufficient to detain, at 
Vienna, entangled in law-ſuits, a man ſo necel. 
ſary to the army. Moreover, it would be pru- 
** dent not to enquire too minutely into trifles, in 
* conſideration of his important ſervices.“ 

Trenck, diſſatisfied by this ſentence, and ani- 

mated by avarice and pride, refuſed to pay a ſingle 
fiorin, took poſt, and retired to his eſtates in Scla- 
vonia. 

His preſence was neceſſary at Vienna, to obtain 
other advantages againſt his enemies, whom he def. 
piſed too much, and whom he already ſuppoſed 
conquered. They, on the contrary, profiting by 

every occaſion, gave the Empreſs-Queen to under- 
ſtand, through a third perſon, chat being a man 
exceflively dangerous, whenever he ſappoled him- 
ſelf injured, Trenck had, perhaps, very pernicious 
views in Sclavonia, where all were dependent on 
his power. 

Yet what did my couſin on his eſtates? He 
railed fix hundred more men, with whom he made 
a glorious campaign in the Netherlands, and, in 
October 1746, returned to Vienna. It is well 
known that, after the pcace of Dreſden, his regi- 
ment was incorporated among the regulars, and 
ſerved againſt France. 

Scarcely had he arrived at Vienna beſore an ex- 
prels order came, from the Empreſs-Queen, that be 
But remain under arreſt in luis chamber. 


Here 
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Here he rendered himſelf 1 by the moſt im- 
prudent action of his whole life, which every man 
in his ſenſes muſt diſapprove, but yet Which marks 
the intractability of his character, though it 2014. 
ed new arms to his enemies. 

He ordered his moſt ſumptuous carriages and 
beſt horſes, left his chamber by his own private au- 
thority, and, deſpiſing the imperial mandate, went 
publicly to the theatre, where the Empreſs-Qucen 
was preſent. 

In one of the boxes he 1 Count Goſſau, in 
company with a quondam comrade of his own, 
whom he had caſhiered: theſe honourable perſons 
were among the foremoſt of his accuſers. En- 
flamed with anger and the deſire of revenge, he 
entered the box like a madman, ſeiſed Count Goſ- 
ſau, and would have thrown him into the pit, in 
the preſence of the ſovereigu herſelf. Goſſau drew 
his ſword, and endeavoured to run him through, 
but the latter ſeiſed it, wounding himſelf in che 
hand. Every body ran to ſave Goſſau, who was 

unable to defend himſelf againſt ſo ſavage a giant. 
After this exploit, the grim colonel of pandours re- 
turned foaming home. 

Such aa action rendered it impoſſible for Maria 

Tereſa to declare herſelf the protectreſs of a man ſo 
raſh. Centinels, therefore, were placed over him, 
and his enemies ſo well profited by his imprudence 
and pathon, that, in a few days, he was ordered to 
be tried by a court-martial. 

General Loewenwalde intrigued ſo ſuccelsfully 
that he procured himſelf to be named, by the Hot- 
kriegſrath, preſident of the court-martial, and of 
the committee of enquiry, and to be charged with 
the ſequeſtration of the property of Trenck. Jn 
vain did the latter proteſt againſt his judge. 'The 
very man, whom, the year before, he had kicked 

ou! 


= . Af — — 2 
— —-—- 
F "EY E 

= 4 7 


7 'F 
A -0 — 
3-54 42= 
- . 


( 


out of the anti- chamber of Prince Charles, received 
Fall powers to denounce him guilty. 

Then was 1t that, as I have before ſaid, public 
notice was glven that all thoſe who'would come 
and prefer complaints, or bear witneſs againſt Co- 
lonel Baron Trenck, ſhould receive a ducat per day, 
while the council continued to fit. How quickly 
complainants would increaſe may eafily be imagin- 
ed. They ſoon amounted to fifty-four, the major 
part of whom had merited the pillory, and who, in 
the ſpace of four months, received fifteen thoufand 
florins, deducted from the property of Trenck. 

The judge himſelf purchaſed the depoſitions of 
falſe witneſſes ; and I here declare, upon my ho- 
nour, that Count Loewenwalde offered me a thou- 
ſand ducats, if I would betray the ſecrets of m 
couſin; and that he farther promiſed me I ſhould 
very ſoon be put in poſſeſſion of my confiſcated 
eſtates in Pruſſia, and have a company in a regiment. 

A proſecution, managed by ſuch judges, ſup- 
ported by ſuch witneſſes, muſt, of neceſſity, be for 
the righteous purpoſe of obtaining juſtice ! 

I am convinced, and the acts of the reviſion of 
the proceſs of Trenck will prove, that more than 
forty manifeſtly falſe oaths were, on this occaſion, 
ſworn. 5, 

Trenck was accuſed, on the tenth fitting, that 
the battle of Sorau had been loſt through his negli- 
| gence. This accuſation he proved to be falſe, by a 
written teſtimony under the hand of Prince Charles 
himſelf, who declared that the officer of artillery, 
ſent with the order for Trenck to march to the at- 
tack, had loſt himſelf, and that he did not arrive 

till a few moments before the battle began. This 
proof ſo highly irritated Count Loewenwalde, that 
he broke out into injurious expreſſions againſt Prince 
Charles. Trenck, who loved and honoured his 
benefactor, became ſo furious, that he inftantly 
Fe. ſeized 
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ſeized the preſident by the throat, toſſed him up as 
a tiger would a cat, carried him to the window, 
which he opened, and would certainly have daſh- 
ed him headlong from the fourth ſtory, had not the 
perſons preſent flew to his aid. 

The guard entered, Trenck was immediately 
conducted to the military houle of correction, and 
chained hand and foot, as a malefactor; chained 


by that very foot which, ſo ſhort a time before, had 


been ſhattered in the ſervice of his ſovereign, and 
which was not then entirely cured. His behaviour 
was unfaithfully related at court; this ſentence of 
impriſonment was confirmed, and, from that time, 
Trenck was obliged to appear fettered, like a cri- 
minal, before his enemies, to anſwer falſe accuſa- 
tions. N 

That the indictment, and the examinations of 
the witneſſes, were falſified, has alieady been le- 
gally proved in the reviſion of the cauſe; but, as 
the indictment did not contain one ſingle article that 
could affect his life, they invented the following 
ſtratagem, as I here pledge my honour to prove. 

A public courtezan, the miſtreſs of Baron Rip- 
penda, who was a member of the court-martial, 
was bribed, and made oath ſhe was the daughter 
of Count Schwerin, field-marſhal in the Pruſſian 
ſervice, and that ſhe was in bed with the King of 
Pruſſia, when Trenck ſurpriſed the camp, at Sorau, 
made her and the King priſoners, and reſtored them 
their freedom. She even ventured to name Baron 
Hilaire, aid-de- camp to Frederick, who ſhe affirm- 
ed was then preſent. | 

Hilaire, who afterward married the Baroneſs 
Tillier, and who conſequently was brother-in-law 
to Trenck, fortunately happened to be m Vienna. 
He was confronted with this woman, and her ſalſe- 
hood became evident. That worthy gentleman 
was, nevertheleſs, obliged to remain in ge 

where 
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( 186 ) 
where they ſecretly offered bim bribes, which he 


refuſed to accept; and, as it was neceſſary to pre- 
vent his ſpeaking, he continued in priſen fone 
weeks, and was not releaſed, till, by a reviſion of 
the ſuit, this ſhameful proceeding was made public, 

Notw ichſtanding my having related the adven- 
wre of this fue lady, in the hiſtory of my own life, 

yet I ſhall be pardoned the repetition, in this br ief 
life of F rancis Baron Trenck, to which it properly 
belongs: It is neceſſary. The greater part of the 
nobility of Vienna continue in the erroneous belief 
that Trenck was juſtly condemned, for offences 
againſt the ſtate, to the Spielberg, and that his eſ- 
tates were legally confiſcated. As this is abſolute- 
ty falſe, and is to where on record, I am obliged 
here to be ſomewhat more diffuſe, and to repeat 
circuniſlances that have been told before. 

The ſtupid people, nevertheleſs, continued to 
exclaim chat Trenck was a traitor to his country; 
and I myſelf, although he has been dead theſe forty 
years, have been obliged to hear this diſhonour- 
able reproach repeated v arious times in companies, 
in Vienna. 

Count Loewenwalde vented. "another infernal 
ariifice; he drew up a falſe indictment, having 
taken care to give orders that none of Trenck's 
ſriends ſhopld have admiſſion to him; and, that he 

might be prevented all means of juſtification, or of 


diſcor ering the deceit, he choſe a day, to put it in 


practice, when the Emperor and Prince Charles 
were gone to hunt at Holitzſch. Loewenwalde's 
court-martial had already figned aſentence of death, 
and every preparation for the immediate erecting of 
a ſcaffold was made. His intention was then to go 
to the Empreſs-Queen, and induce. her to ſign the 
jentence, under a pretence. that there was ſome im- 
minent per1l at hand, if a man ſo dangerous to the 
fate was rot immediately put out of the way, and 

at 


3 


D that it would be neceſſary to execute the ſentence of 
deüth during night, before the Emperor could re- 
turn. He well knew the Emperor was better ac- 
quainted with Trenck, and had ever been his pro- 
tector. 

Had this diabolical plan ſucceeded, Trenck 
would have died like a traitor; the moit noble 
Miſs Schwerin would have eſpouſed the aid-du 
camp of Count Loewenwalde, with a portion of 
fifty thouſand florins, taken from the funds cf 
Trenck, and his property would undoubtedly have 
been divided between his judges and his accuſers. 

As it happened, however, the valet-de-chambre 
of Count Loewenwalde, who, on ſome occaſions, 
was an honeſt man, and who had an intimacy with 
a former miſtreſs of Trenck, confided the whole ſe- 
cret to her. She immediately flew to Colonel Ba- 
ron Lopreſti, who was the fincere friend of m 
kinſman, and, being then rich, and powerful at 
court, was, on that occaſion, his deliverer. The 
Emperor and Prince Charles were informed of what 
was in agitation, but they thought proper to keep 
the ſecr t. The hunting at Holitzſch took place on 


the appointed day. Count Loewenwalde made his 


appearance before the Empreſs-Queen, and ſolicited 
her to ſign the ſentence. She, however, had been 
pre- informed, the Emperor unexpectedly returned 
on the ſame day, and their abominable project 
proved abortive. The fraud was clearly demon- 
{trated to Maria Tereſa ; the ſelf- called Miſs Sch- 
werin was impriſoned; Loewenwalde was deprived 
of his power, as well as of the ſequeſtration of the 
effects of Trenck; a total reviſion of the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial, and of the proſecution 
of my couſin, was ordered, which was an event 

that, till then, was unexampled at Vienna. 
His affairs, after this, took another turn : Trenck 
was freed from his fetters, and was removed to the 
15 arſenal 
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arfenal, where he was allowed four chambers, an 
officer to guard him, and every convenience he 
could with. He was alſo permitted the uſe of a 
-- counſellor, and to defend his cauſe. I obtained, 
mylelf, by the influence of the Emperor, leave to 
vint bim at all times, and to aid him in all things. 

It was at this epocha that I, having recently eſ- 
caped from the priſon of Glatz, arrived at Vien- 
na, and at this very inſtant, when the reviſion of 
the proſecution was commanded, and determined 
on, Count Loewenwalde, ſuppoſin me a needy, 
thoughtleſs youth, endeavoured os rs me, and 
prevail on me to betray my kinſman. 

Prince Charles of Lorrain then deſired me ſeri- 
ouſly to repreſent to Trenck that his avarice had 
been the cauſe of all theſe troubles, he having re- 
fuſed to pay the paltry ſum of tw elve thouſand flo- 
rias, by which he might eafily have ſilenced all bis 
accuſers ; but that, at preſent, affairs had become 
fo very ſerious, he ought himſelf to ſecure his 
judges for the reviſion of the ſuit ; to ſpare no mo- 
ney, and then he might be certain of every protec- 
tion the prince could afford. 

The reſpectable Field-marſhal Konigſeck, go- 
vernor of Vienna, was appointed preſident; but be- 
ing an old man, almoſt ſuperannuated, and tor- 
mented by the gout, he was unable to preſide at 
any one fitting of the court. Count 8 was 
the vice- preſident, a ſubtle, inſatiable judge, who 
never thought he had money enough. 1 myſelf 
took three thouſand ducats, which Baron Lopreſti 
gave me, agreeably to the deſire of Trenck, to this 
moſt worthy counſellor. 

The two counſellors, Komerkanſquy and Zetto, 
each received four thouſand rixdollars, in advance. 
with a promiſe of double the ſum were Trenck ac- 
quitted, and his accuſers baniſhed Auſtria. | 


The 
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The other members appointed for this reviſion 
were of {mall importance; they were merely the 
echoes of whatever the three firſt pronounced. 

In conſequence, there was a formal contract 
drawn up, which a certain noble lord ſecretly 
ſigned. 

The reader will well ſuppoſe that the affairs of 
Trenck began to wear a much more favourable aſ- 
pet. He was detended, on the criminal part of 
the proſecution, by the advocate Gethauſer, and, 
on the civil, by Berger. 

They began with the ſelf. appointed daughter of 
Marſhal Schwerin; and, to conceal the iuiquitious 
proceedings of the late court-martial, it was 
thought proper that ſhe ſhould act infanity, and 
return incoherent anſwers to the queſtions put by 
the examiner. Trenck inſiſted that a more ſevere 
enquiry ſhould be inſtituted ; and they afrmed 
that ſhe had been conducted out of the Auſtrian 
territories. 

Six years after this event, I met with her at 
Brunn, when Trenck was dead. She had married 
a menial perſon, and owned ſhe had been induced 


to play this part by the valet de chambre of Count 


Loewenwalde, from whom ſhe had received a 
bribe of five hundred florins. | 

My intention was, on my return to Brunn, to 
oblige her to make legal oath of this; but her huſ- 
band had been guilty of a theft, and they had both 
. abſconded. 5 

I am now grieved at my own negligence: I 
might have vindicated the honour of Trenck, and 
have convinced the Empreſs of the truth. How- 
ever Loewenwalde was dead, and, therefore, it was 
of the leſs conſequence. It is a fact, well worthy 
remark, that, neither in the records of the court- 
martial, nor in thoſe of this reviſion of the cauſe, 
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is there one word to be found concerning the noble 
lady, Miſs Schwerin. 

Raſcality and wickedneſs, ſo manifeſt in a judge, 
ought to have Þcen proclaimed aloud by the herald 
at arms, and publiſhed in all the gazettes of Vien- 
na; and the ſelf-created miſtreſs of the great Fre- 
deric, chained to her ſuborner, ought to have been 
exhibited on a public {cattold. | Her pretended in- 
ſanity was no Juſtification of the court-martial. 
Trenck required ſhe ſhould be produced before the 
court of reviſion, but ineffectually. 

Oh thame upon that chriſtian monarchy, where 
men, who have rendered ſervices fo great to their 
country, as thoſe my kinſman had rendered, are 
liable to treatment like this! What are the means 
an upright man muſt purſue, in ſuch ſtates to obtain 

juſtice? 
I I ſhall now inſert another of the articles of this 
criminal proceſs. 

Trenck was accuſed that he had ordered a certain 
pandour, named Paul Diack, to ſuffer the baſtina- 
do of a thouſand blows, and that he had died un- 
der the puniſhment. This was ſworn by two of- 
ficers, then his accuſers, now great men in the ar- 
my, who, in their depoſitions, ſaid they were eye- 
witneſſes of the fact. 

Although many men in the regulars have died 
under theſe kind of military punichments, and no 
accuſation was ever brought againſt the inflicters, 
I will, yet, relate what WAS, in this inſtance, the 
truth. 

When the reviſion of the fait began, Trenck 
ſent me into Sclavonia, where I found the dead 
Paul Diack alive and merry, and brought him to 
Vienna. He was examined by the court, where it 
appeared that the two officers who had ſworn 
they were preſent when he expired, and had ſeen 
him buried, were, at that time, a hundred and 

ſixty 
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ſixty miles from the regiment, and recruiting in 
Sclavonia. Paul Diack had been engaged in plots, 
and had mutinied three times. Trenck had par- 
doned him, as he was an extremely uſeful ſoldier, 
one of the banditti ; but, afterward . mutinying 
once more with forty others, he was condemned 
to death. At the place of execution he called to 
his colonel, © Father, if I receive a thouſand blows, 
* will you pardon me?“ Trenck replied in the af- 
firmative. He received the puniſhment, was taken 
to the hoſpital, cured ; and on this occaftion, prov- 
ed the perjury of the accuſers of Trenck. 

I brought with me fourteen more witneſſes from 
Sclavonia, who atteſted the falfity of other articles 
of accuſation, which in themſelves were little wor- 
thy of attention. The cauſe wore a new aſpect; 
it was impoſſible to ſubſtantiate any one of the erĩ- 
minal charges, and the wickedneſs of thoſe, who 
were ſo deſirous to have ſeen him executed, be- 
came apparent. 

They allo accuſed: him of having robbed and 
murdered a dealer in ſecond hand trinkets and 
laces, in Vienna, who was found ftrangled ; and, 
loon afterward, the man who had committed the 
crime was diſcovered, and broken upon the wheel. 

Such was the treatment of a man who had en- 
dured all hardſhips, ſuffered all pains, had vatch- 
ed day and night, been in the field winter and ſum- 
mer, and, with unſhaken zeal, and incredible la- 
bour, had ſupported, fought for, bled for, the 
houſe of Auſtria. 

I appeal to all the noble nation of Hungary ; I 
appeal to the whole world, whether the pandours 
of Trenck behaved, in the wars 10 which they were 
engaged, like that paltry corps which they have 
been repreſented to be at Vienna. Since the tune 
that they have been on the eſtabliſhment of the re- 
gulars of the Hungarian infantry, it is certain that, 
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in thirty years, they have not deſtroyed ſo many 


enemies, taken ſo many towns, levied ſo many con- 
tributions, or made fo many priſoners, as they did, 
when commanded by 'Trenck, 1n one year. Paſt 
ſervices are ever forgotten, and, as to future, they 
are ever uncertain. The tactics of Trenck were 
very different from thoſe of the preſent day. Some 
ane of our modern holiday generals will ſay, when 
they are ſtorming imaginary trenches at a review 
What was Trenck? He was but a pandour! His 
_<© regiment could not be capable of any effential 
** ſervice, except it had been taught our preſent 

e tactics.“ So let them ſay; for my part, I am 
perſuaded Trenck was much wanted during the 
ſeven years war, and certainly the pandours were 
much leſs ſpoken of, than when the man, who 
formed them, wielded at their head his patriotic | 
ſabre for the glory of the houſe of Auſtria, and 
manceuvred, on the field of battle, according to 
his practical tactics. e d 

May every inſulted country find many Trencks 
as defenders ! Certain it is that the tottering throne 
of Maria Tereſa was moſt ably ſupported by the 
preſent deſpiſed pandours. 

One of the moſt capital articles in the proſecuti- 
on, and which for ever deprived him of favour or 
commiſeration from his virtuous and apoſtolic miſ- 
treſs, and for which alone he was condemned to 
the Spielberg, was that he had raviſhed the daugh- 
ter of a miller in Sileſia. This was made oath of, 
and he was not entirely cleared of the charge in 
the reverſion, becauſe his accuſers had excluded all 
means of juſtification. Two years, however, after 
his death, I likewiſe diſcovered the truth of this 
affair. The author of this wicked artifice was Ma- 
jor Manftein, one of our firſt couſins, on whom 
he had heaped favours, whom he had reheved 
from the deepeſt diſtrefs, and raiſed to the rank of 
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major in his regiment, when he had only been four 
years in the ſervice. This Manſtein was vile 
enough to accuſe him of ſuch a crime that he might 
prevent his return to the regiment ; his motive was, 
becauſe that he, in conjunction with the quarter- 
maſter, Frederici, had appropriated to their own 
purpoſes, eighty- four thouſand florins of the regi- 
mental money. 
No fooner ſhould Trenck be dead than he might 
be accuſed of this embezzlement. Yet it is certain 
that this miller's virgin was the miſtreſs of Man- 
ſtein, before ſhe had ever been ſeen by Trenck. 
The virtuous Tereſa, however, would never for- 
give him; and, in order to ſatisfy the honour of 
this diſtreſſed damfel, he was condemned to pay 
eight thouſand florins to her, and fifteen thouſand 
to the cheſt of invalids, and, moreover, to perpe- 
tual impriſonment. 1 
Sixty and three civil ſuits had I to defend, and 

all the appeals of his accuſers to terminate, after 
his death. I gained them all, and his worthy ac- 
cuſers were condemned in coſts, as well as to refund 
the ſo much per day, which had been paid them 
by General Loewenwalde, but they were all poor, 
and I might ſeek the money where I could. In 
Juſtice Loewenwalde cught to have reimburſed me. 
The total of the ſum they received amounted to 
about fifteen thouſand florins; to me for ever 
loft. I 

Never had it before been heard of that any judge 
decreed payment to a plaintiff before it was allowed 
by the court that his demand was legal. So it was, 
however, in the Trenck cauſe; nor was any judge 
puniſhed, any retribution made, after the illegali- 
ty of the act had been demonſtrated. | 

What reader but muſt ſhudder at ſuch practices? 


What muſt be his thoughts conceming the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice at Vienna? I ould for ever 
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have concealed this ſhameful ſtory, had not the 
honour of my deceaſed kinſman required the world 
ſhould be iuformed of the treatment we mutually 
received. Tis now forty years ſince this happened. 
and no 1emuneration has been made; but, ſhouid 
any one read this, who has accels to the reigning 
Emperor, 1t may be poſſ dle he will do my children 
juſtice. The poſſeſſors of the Trenck eſtates may, 
perhaps; be no longer authoriſed to chjoy what 
they cannot be Juſtified in keeping by the lows of 
Hungary. 

| Mot of the other criminal articles of accuſation 
_ conſiſted in Trenck's having beheaded ſome muti- 
nous pandours, and broken his officers without a 
court-martial ;- that he had bought of his ſoldiers, 
and melted down the holy veſſels of the church, 
chalices and rofaries; had baſtinadoed ſome prieſts; 
had not heard maſs every Sunday, and had vio- 
lently dragged malefactors from certain convents, 
in which they had taken refuge. 

A partizan commander, of an undiſciplined 
corps, might well be exculpated from ſimilar com- 
plaints, and the officers, whom he had caned when 
they retreated to the rear, and ſkulked from the fire 
of the enemy, were ſoon all ſilent when the wit- 
neſſes of Trenck were allowed to appear before 
the court.—When they were no longer protected, 
either by Eoewenwalde, or Weber, they decamp- 
ed without beat of drum. They, neverthelels, did 
net ceaſe to labour, under the auſpices of one more 
powerful than themſelves; to parſue their purpoſe; 
which they attained by the aid of the court conſeſ- 
for. This holy monke found means'to 1ender the 
holy Maria Tereſa inſenſible of pity, toward a man 
who had been ſo prodigal of his blood 1 in her de- 
| lence. 

Trenck was guilty of another capital error. 
Elated at the- — of certain victory, and 
ZE afured, 
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affured, by his friends among the judges, of being 
acquitted about Eaſter, 1748, he cauſed the hiſtory 
of his life to be printed at Franckfort, in which 


| he not only expoſed his former judges, but, by 


certain phraſes, gave thoſe, who were his partiſans 
in the court of reverſion, reaſon to ſuſpect they al- 
ſo ſhould be betrayed, when they were no longer 
uſeful. Gerhauer, his advocate, had, in ſuch caſe, 
every thing :o fear, he having been made the inſtru- 
ment of bribing the members. Gerbauer required 
the payment of two thouſand ducats before the 
xaſtrument of acquittal ſhould be executed; and the 
avaricious Trenck, who ſuppoſed himſelf ſecure, 
offered him only one hundred. Judgment was, in 
conſequence delayed. Loewenwalde knew well 
. to profit by the opportunity. Gerhauer diſcovered 


the whole ſecret proceedings; and Locewenwalde, 
deeply intereſted in the ruin of Trenck, went to 


the Empreſs, related the manner in which the judges 
had been bribed, and threatened that, ſhould 
he, through the protection of the Emperor, and 
Prince Charles, be declared innocent, he would 
then publicly vindicate the honour of the late 
court-martial. On this occaſion he attempted to 
bribe me, to diſcover what the particulars of the 
contract were between Trenck and his judges ; I 
deſpiſed him, however, too much. Nay, I knew 
that, in concert with the lieutenant of the police, 
Mannagetta, he had planned my impriſonment on 
my firſt arrival at Vienna, pretending that, Trenck 


having taken the king of Pruſſia priſoner, Frederic 


had ſent me to his aſſiſtance, and I was privately 
to have been kept in confinement till ſentence had 
been paſſed on my kinſman. This was diſ- 
covered by the Baron Lopreſti, juſt when the ar- 
tifice of Miſs Schwerin was in agitation, and when 
che whole plan was rendered abortive by the Em- 
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When I had forſaken my dangerous relation, as 
T have ſaid in the firſt volume, and when, fearing 
his ingratitude, other of his friends, alſo, had de- 
ferted him, among whom was Prince Charles him- 
{elf, the noble company of his accuſers had then 
an open field; his, advocate durſt ſpeak no more; 
the reviſion of his cauſe was interrupted, and an 
arret was iſſued, on the 20th of Auguſt, that he 
ſhould be perpetually confined, as. a ſtate priſoner, 
in the Spielberg. His property, however, remain- 
ed in ſequeſtration, nor was he deprived of it, but 
gave orders, and examined the accotints of his 
collectors, to the day of his death. : 

Thus he fell the victim of a. covetous and evil 
heart. . His reviſion judges had ſtript him of more 
than fifty thouſand rix-dollars, and, at laſt, fearing 
detection from him, abandoned bist, to ſecure 
themſelves. a 

Such are the principal circuinſlances of the pro- 
ſecution of Trenck, which once was ſo much the 
ſabje& of converſation in Vienna. Many trem- 
bled, many profited. © I have this wa had forrow- 
ful cauſe to know what judges are. His wretched 
avarice deterred him from making ſome trifling ſa- 
erifices, thereby to ſecure the remainder of his for- 
tune, recover His liberty, ank attain to the higheſt 
hbnours. Eg 

He wiſhed to have eſcaped from the Spielberg, 
but this he could not aceompliſh. Had he fol- 
lowed my plan of flight, Which I propoſed when 
he was confined in the arſenal of Vienna, he weuld 
icarcely have died in priſon, vor ould I have lain 
fettered in the dungeon of Magdeburg: 

Far from inheriting any of the woalh he had 
amaſſed during the War, he did not. leave me the 
half of that property Which ſully reverted to me 
by right, as his tather's heir, and which ought to 
hare remained in violate, although even the ſon 
chould have rendered himſelf guilty of a erime 

againſt 
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againſt the ſtate; of no ſuch crime, however, Was 
le guilty. 

"This hiftory « of my life, printed as well at Vienna, 
as at Berlin, with the uſual licence and priv ilege, 
will remain with my children, in juſtification of the 
kotiour of our name; and as a baſis on which, ſoon 
or late, they may eſtabliſh their rights in Hungary, 
when times and circumſtances ſhall become more 
favourable. Preſcription there cannot have place, 
for not the laws, but power, illegally exeited, has 
paſſed ſentence, * Whenever the ſovereign will 
permit them to make 'legal proof, then will they 
teimburſe the unlzw ful purchaſers the original ſum 
paid by them, The court will be no loſer, and 
the preſent potleffors will have enjoyed the revenues 
of forty years, which amount to ſome millions of 
floritis. Yes, then will my children become the 
rightful lords of Pleternitz, Preſtowack, Nuſtar, Pak- 
ratz, and Velika, with more than one hundred and 
thirty villages. Trenck inherited a hundred and 
eighty thouſand florins from his father ; had oppor- 
tunities to acquire a million, while J, Be my OWN 
part, have ouly inherited from him eighty thouſand 
Rk No proof can be more clear of his having 
been plundered, 

Finding his project of eſcaping from the Spiel- 
berg fruſtrated, and all hope cut off, this chief of 
the pandoyrs determined on death. I have before 
related the manner of this death, of his having 
ſent for a confeſſor, informed him Saint Francis had 
appeared to him, that he diſpatched this capuchin 
confeſſor to Vienna, and on the morrow ſaid, 
te God be praiſed, my departure is certain, for my 
“ confeffor is dead, and has appeared to me; 
that the confeſſor actually was dead, that he ſum- 
moned the officers, ſhaved his head like a monk, 
confeſſed publicly, preached a ſermon an hour long, 
exhorted all his bearers to a holy life, ſmiled at all 
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earthly good, went to prayers, ſlept tranquilly, roſe 
the next morning, prayed again, took out his watch 
about noon, and ſaid, © Praiſe be to the Almighty, 
* the hour draws nigh ;” that thoſe, who laughed 
at his impudent impoſture, yet were amazed to 
ſee his face grow pale ; that he ſupported his head 


on his hands, prayed at his table, remained moti- 


onleſs with his eyes open; that the clock ſtruck 
twelve, they ſhook him, but found he was actually 
dead; that miracle was then the univerſal cry, and 
that Saint Francis had deſcended and carried off 
the pandour Trenck into Paradiſe. I have ſaid 
that all this had been performed by the ſecret of 
the poiſoned water of Toſana; have further added 
that the laſt ambition of Trenck was to rank high 
in the calendar; that, perceiving he could no 
longer be the richeſt and firſt of men, he wiſhed to 
be the greateſt of ſaints ; that he knew he ſhould 


perform miracles after his death, for he had built a 


chapel, founded a perpetual maſs, and bequeathed 
{ix thouſand florins to the Capuchins* ; that he 
expired in the thirty-fourth year of his age, after 
having been the ſcourge of. Bavaria, whoſe inha- 
bitants will ſcarcely ever, in their litanies, intreat 
Saint Trenck to be their mediator at the throne of 
Grace; that he lived the tyrant and enemy of the 
human race, and died a holy ſcoundrel. . 
I ſhall terminate this article by frankly ſpeaking, 
without diſguiſe, my thoughts concerning my cou- 


ſin, and his fate. With reſpe&t to individuals, 


whom he robbed to enrich himſelf, innocent men, 
whom he maſſacred, either to obtain their property, 
or in the blood-thirſty field of war, and many other 


worthy people whom he made miſerable; with re- 
ſpect 


# He has been but forty years dead, and has worked mi- 


racles in Bremen, which the father guardian relates with up- 


lifted eyes. His body is afirmed ftill to remain incorrup- 
tible. 
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pech to his own father, aged eighty-four, and his 
beauteous and virtuous wite, whom he treated with 
brutal barbarity ; with reſpect to myſelf, to the 
duties of conſanguinity, and of man, he merited 
puniſhment, the purſuit of the avenging arm of 
jaftice, and to be extirpated from all human ſo- 
ciety. 

Thus conſidered, his condemnation to the Spiel- 
berg was, indeed, mot merciful. His name ought 
ciervally to be erafed from the annals of the friends 
of men, and the lovers of virtue. The cruelties 
he committed, are to this hour, daily lamented 
with tears ; and the ſighs of the wretched, on 
whom he had no pity, unceaſingly accuſe him be- 
fore the throne of God. His memory, throughout 
all Bavaria, muſt ever be held in abhorrence. I 
am almoſt tempted myſelf to utter maledictions 
over the aſhes of a man who lived for himſelf 
alone, inſenſible to the groans of calamity ; who 
ireated friend and enemy with like cruelty, and, 
though I forbear this, ſtill muſt I for ever lament 
and curie the woes to which he left me heir. Had 
he worn a crown, he would, perhaps, have been 
like Cæſar, a conqueror; and like Amurath, a 


barbarian. Happily tor man all tyrants are not 


kings. 
But, with reſpec to the Auſtrian monarchy, and 
as the hero of the Croats, he merited a mauſoleum, 


the epitaph of gratitude, and the trophies of ho- 


nour. At leaſt, he ought to have been protected 
by that ſtate, in defence of which he was ſo loyal, 
io ſerviceable, ſo indefatigable, ſo daring ; whereas, 
in that very ſtate, he fell the victim of envy, and 
of the moſt hateful avarice. 
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WHO, AN OFFICER OF THE GUARD, IN CLATZ, 
DELIVERED ME FROM PRISON, ON THE h 
26th OF DECEMBER, 1746, AND DE- 
SERTED IN MY COMPANY. 


WRITTEN AS A 


SUPPLEMENT TO MY OWN HISTORY. 


— — - 
_— i 


— 


— 


e 


5 


N 
7 N 
7 oy 

"7 Kew 
. 


— 


—— 


* 


ed ” — 
AY ——— — 
— 


— 
cw 


— 
* 


— —— 
- £5 
<<" —— —„— 
— 


. — 


A — B22; oe 4 St EEE 
i er da 2, 7 


A 


SE = 5 & A Wu 16 


rr 


A GREAT perſonage of Berlin, to whom TI 
related the adventures of Alexander Schell, 
lieutenant in the Pruffian ſervice, was defirous to 
ſee them publiſhed; and this 1s a taſk I the more 
freely undertake, becauſe I perfectly recollect thoſe 
incidents which I ſhall inſert related by himſelf, at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1776. His letters and poems 
I have loſt, three of the former only excepted, 
which will be hereafter read. The Journal of our 
travels through Poland, written by him, I have 1 in- 
ſerted in the firſt volume of this work. 

I have faithfully depicted his virtues and TY de- 
tects; and, ſhould the cold nulanthrope diſdain 
ſuch. narratives, I ſhall, nevertheleſs, have the ſa- 
tisfaction of knowing that the attention of readers 
leſs rigorous will be fixed by the originality of his 
character, and that they will pardon ſome of the 
weakneſſes of humanity, remembering the goodneſs 
of * wet, and his cher tima qualities. | 
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ANECDOTES 


OT "THE LIFE OF 
ALEXANDER SCHELL. 
—— K 


ALEXANDER SCHELL. whoſe hiſtory is 
to intimately connected with my own, and which 
my readers may with to peruſe, was of a good 'fa- 
'mily, of the circle of Suabia. His mother was of 
the houſe of Lowenftein ; his father was reduced to 
poverty, by an unfortunate lawſuit, This is all 
that I know of his origin. Schell, the fon, of whom 
I Tpeak, entered into the Pruffian ſervice, in the 
regiment of Wurtemburg, which the duke beſtow: 
ed on the King. 

In conſequence of ſome tele and other 
youthiul pranks, he, in the year 1744, was ſent 
to the garriſon regiment of Mütſchefall. 

It is well known that theſe kind of changes are 
moſt ſenſibly felt by Pruſhan officers, who never 
hecome foldiers that they may grow grey behind 
the walls of a fortrels, in ** with invalids, 

| and 
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and men acknowledged worthleſs. Schell, who, in 
reality, was far from one of the latter, could not 


but be exceedingly diſſatisfied with his ſtate; be 


wiſhed nothing more than a favourable occaſion to 
deſert. From his family he received nothing, and 
his wants were many. He was much addicted to 
ſtudy, but his amorous diſpoſition and inconſtancy 
kept his pockets continually empty. 

His chagrin may well be imagined, when he be- 
held himſelf a lieutenant in a garriſon battalion, 
with an income ſo trifling, without conſolation for 
the preſent, or hope for the future. 

He, therefore, determined to fly from Glatz, the 
very firſt opportunity that ſhould offer. To this it 
mult be added that General Fouquet, governor of 
that citadel, was his perſecutor, and put him under 
arreſt for the moſt trifling fault; eſpecially after 
Schell had compoſed a ſatire, which was every 
where circulated, 6n the amorous intercourſe be- 
tween the daughter of the general, and the town- 
mares. 
It was at this very time, and at a moment when 
he feared he ſhould be arreſted for debt, that Lieu- 
tenant Bach propoſed to him to ſupply me with the 
means of flight, and thus to procure himſelf a ſup- 
porter, by rendering me ſervice. 

His heart was good and compaſhonate: he had 

long been affected by my misfortune, yet, however, 
he afterward avowed that the motive, which prin- 

eipally decided him to aid my eſcape, was the de- 
fire of thus revenging himſelf on General Fouquet. 
Were not theſe circumſtances explained, every 
mary muſt be aſtoniſhed to read, in my hiſtory, that 

a perſon, to whom I was unknown, who vas under 
no obligations to me, ſhould determine, while him- 

{elf an officer on guard over me, to fly, in mid-day, 

with a priſoner of ſtate, and thus to expoſe. him- 
elf to an infamous and certain death, had phy 
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taken. It may be added, there never was a moie 
imprudent, nor a more daring undertaking. 

We conceived an inelination and friendſhip for 
each other on our firſt converſation, and he further 
hoped to make his fortune by my means. We 
were betrayed, as I have related; a ſriend gave 
him mformation of this, and he might have eſcaped 
by himſelf, but he had promiſed to reſtore me to 
freedom. He hkewiſe, might have reflected, that, 
having neither money nor reſource, he found himſelf 
in a foreign country, and in the moſt deplorable of 
ſituations. In great danger, he wanted neither 
courage nor fortitude. He was naturally inconſi- 
derate, and always yielded to the firſt emotion, 
abandoning himſelf to chance. His honour, like- 
wile, was engaged to keep his word with me: and 
theſe circumſtances, all united, induced him to take 
the deſperate reſolution of dying, or eſcaping in 
my company. He darmgly faced danger, preſerv- 
ed his — 6 of mind, and, aided by him, I 
executed an enterpriſe, which, becauſe it was fuc- 
ceſsiul, has been more admired than blamed. | 
Never yet, however, did I find another man 

who had the courage, or the friendſhip for me, to 
perform a like action. | : 

On our return from Thorn to Vienna, we paſſed 
through Warſaw, where we made ſome ſtay. Schell 
left me in the afternoon, and returned late to our 
lodging, without ſpeaking a word concerning where 
he had been, or what he had done. | 
On the morrow we went to Cracow; it happened 
to be the time of the fair, and I determined to ex- 
change the horſe of Schell, becauſe he was lame. 
5 Since the horſe will be yours,” ſaid I, © it is but 
* right that you ſhould pay the additional money 
«© in exchange.“ Schell immediately burſt into a 
laugh, took out his empty purſe from his pocket, 

and faid, © I leſt all my money at the HR 
Ft table 
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« table at Warfaw; when my horſe can go no far- 
« ther, I will follow you on foot; I neither want 
« horſe nor money.” 

I was ſurpriſed at this proof of thoughtleſs folly ; 
hut what was to be done? I could only pay the mo- 
ney in exchange, and we journeyed on to Vienna. 
Here a new misfortune befel this horſe; when 
Schell wanted money, and intended to have fold 
him for two hundred florins, he found him ſtrangled 
by his halter at the manger. 

We had not been a month in this city beſore I 
had the good fortune to obtain a commiſſion for 
him, of firſt heutenant, in the regiment of Pallavi- 
cini, through the Intereſt of Prmce Charles, of 
Lorrain, to whom he had been recommended 
my oo Trenck. This regiment was in Italy, 
and deſtined for the ſiege of Genoa. 

[ equipped Schell, gave him money, and ſem 
mim on his journey. Some time after, when I 
ſuppoſed him already with his regiment, I received 
a very laconic letter from him, dated at Gratz, in 
which he informed me that fortune had played him 
a new trick, that he had loſt all his money, his 
watch, and horſe, and that, if I could not once 
more aſſiſt him, he muſt manage for himſelf, in the 
beſt manner he was able. 

J happened, at tuis time, to have received a 
if upply from Berlin, and ſent him fie hundred flo- 
Tins, with which he proceeded into Italy. This 


money, however, was little more ſaccelsful than 


the former. He had imprudently borrowed of a 
friend, to pay his gaming debts; and afterward, 
ſtill more imprudently, made ule of the regimental 
money; when, having no better expedient, he de- 
ſerted, in company with a forager. What highly 
aggravated his fault was that he entered into the 
1 of a power, with which the imperialiſts 
vere then at war. He ſent me information, in a 
Oe 
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tone of the utmoſt levity, chat he was now a cor- 
ral in the fervice of the Genoeſe. 

The behaviour of Schell was highly injurious to 
all Prufhan officers, who, after him, entered into 
the ſervice of Auſtria: but he was wholly incapa- 
ble of a reflection of this kind. 

Fortunately for him, I found an opportunity of 
recommending him to the Venetian ambaſſador, at 
Vienna; once more ſent him money, and was ſo 


az ctive in his behalf, that, in the ſpace of a few 


months, he was promoted to the rank of officer. 

Strange to tell! he quitted this ſervice the very 
fare year, and entered a common ſoldier under 
the Duke of Modena. He ſent me notice of this 
change, and requeſted affiftance. Baron Lopreſti, 
of whom I have ſo often ſpoken in theſe volumes, 
had friends m Modena, and I once more obtained 
a commition for, and once more equipped, Schell. 
His own perſonal ſafety, however, conſtrained him 
then to aſſume the name of Leſch. 

Unhappy is the deſtiny of a man who is obliged 
to conceal the name of his family, before he dare 
aſſociate with worthy men. This misfortune hap- 
pened to Schell; although he poſſeſſed, in feality, 
a ſenfible and good heart; but his paſſion for play, 
and total want of thought, led him aftray from the 
paths of honour, and brought him to wander ever 
the earth like a vagabond. 

Once more, thanks to my intereſt, behold him 
a heutenant in Modena, where he was generally 
beloved and eſteemed, and where he had taken the 
firm reſolut ion of never gaming more, and of lead- 
ing a leſs diſſipated life. Perhaps he would have 
executed theſe his wie intentions, but they were 


rendered abortive by his former follies. 


At the requeſt of the Duke of Modena, the Em- 
preſs-Queen ſent ſome of her officers to iuſtruct his 
tegiment in certain new military manœuvres, and, 

among 
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among theſe, unluckily, happened to be two offi- 


cers belonging to the regiment of Pallavicini. No 


ſooner was Schell informed of this, than, dreading 
to be diſcovered, as he infallibly muit have 
been had he ſtayed, he once more deſerted from 
Modena, and entered a common foldier in the ſer- 
vice of Sardinia, in the Swiſs regiment of Souter. 
Again he wrote, to inform me of this new 
change, but I was then mourning in my dungeon 
at Magdeburg, totally unable to be of utility to 
him or myſelf. When releaſed from my chains, in 


December 1763, and once more permitted to ap- 


pear on the ſcene, I ſent to enquire after my friend 
at Modena, but could hear no tid ings of where, or 
what, he was. 

Happening; in 1769, to be at the houſe of the 
Sardinian envoy at Vienna, I there, by chance, met 
a Captain Renard, of the Swils regiment of Souter - 
The converſation turned on many Pruſſian officers, 
whom fortune had ill-treated, and Renard highly 
praifed a perſon of the name of Leſch, who ſerved 
in his company in the quality of foraging ſecretary, 
After various queſtions and enquiries, I perceived 
this Leſch could be no other than my friend Schell. 
I immediately wrote to him, and received an an- 
ſwer, which deſerves to be remembered.—T ſent 
him money, but this he returned, and informed me 
that he had no longer any need of aſſiſtance; that 
he had bidden adieu to all ſuperfluons vanities; that 
he tranquilly lived on the perquiſites of his place, 
and on what he gained by teaching languages, 

drawing, and muſic ; alſo by his knowledge of em- 
broidery; and that theſe, together, procured him 
much more than was neceſſary. He added that he 
was eſteemed, beloved, and fought for; that he 
was in good health, had learned to be an œcono- 
miſt, and that he would not change his fituation 
for the moſt ſplendid fortune; finally, that he never 
"7 "POL; 3h ED more 


Ibis — Dy 
— — —— - 


8 ———— !—— 
- — — ——— 
= = 


— 


- 5 oy — — 2 1 
„ 3 — -». 4 > - - 
I — : 2 3 
= — > 


—_— | — er a E 
3 — 1 ä 2 
E S a - a 


— — - 
— — — er 
* — - i 2 * = 


_, any 6-4 > x 


. 


more would receive any thing from me; that I had 
already done too much for him; and that it was 
time I ſhould take care of myſelf. 

AﬀeRed as I was by his preſent manner of think- 
ing, I made various different propoſitions to him, 
to better his fortune, but he perſiſted in his reſolu- 
tion, contented to remain in his garriſon at Alexan- 
dria, and deſirous of nothing more than of once 
again ſeeing me before he ſhould die. | 

In 17712, when I was at Aix-la-Chapelle, I was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee Schell, my friend, enter my cham- 
ber; the reader of ſenfibility will eaſily imagine 
my joy. He had walked on foot, from the farther 
part of Europe to Aix-la-Chapelle, purpoſely to ſee 
me.—He related his hiſtory to me circumſtantially, 
but of this I have forgotten the greateſt part; I only 
remember many of the incidents were exceedingly 
romantic. | 

Pleaſure was the only end of his exiſtence. His 
love of Italy had originated in this his love of plea- 
ſure. Purpoſely to procure himſelf the ſociety of 
the moſt youthful, and the moſt charming, of the 
female ſex, he had learnt to embroider in gold, and 
to perform the moſt curious works of women, He 
alſo taught them ſeveral languages, wrote charming 
verſes, and, by his talents, had made himſelf ſo 
agreeable to the ſociety he delighted 1n, that he had 
paſſed the laſt fifteen years of his life, in the manner 
he thought moſt delightful. 

He continued four months at my houſe, during 
which he amuſed himſelf in inſtructing my children. 
This office he performed with peculiar kindneſs and 
affability, and gained the affection of all to whom 
he was known; but he loved a peaceable and re- 
tired life; he was, in reality, become a moſt ra- 
tional man. His mind that formerly had been ſo 
quick, ſo alive, had loſt its 'ytvacity; he was 
thoughtleſs, abſent, and often, unconnected in 

e conver- 


Ein 


converſation. The change became ſo great, that 
his only occupation was to read, or to walk in his 
chamber, with an air, in every appearance, of pro- 
found melancholy. I ſoon obſerved that time was 
tedious to him at Aix-la-Chapelle, and that his 
heart ighed for Alexandria. 

Whea he had been a month at my houſe, as he 
was walking, deep in thought, he fell into one of 
the moats of the city, and diſlocated his ſhoulder, 
in which ſtate he was brought home. 

His patience and fortitude, 1n this ſituation, were 
remarkable; he did not utter a ſingle complaint. 

After his recovery, he wrote {ome poetry, but 
his verſes were very unequal to thoſe he had writ- 
ten in the fire of youth. When I beheld him, and 
contemplated his countenance and behaviour, I 
could not avoid foreboding that my poor friend 
Schell would ſoon become inſane. 

He was conſcious of this himſelf; but, ſaid he, 
J have a ſmall quantity of powder, very proper to 
cure this misfortune, as well as every other infir- 
mity of old age, and, by the aid of which, men 
may defy all the efforts of fate. 

The temper of the man, however, ſtill continued 
the ſame. Had I ſaid to him, —* Schell, thou muſt 
*© avenge my cauſe, a deſpotic King has rendered 
< me miſerable, — I am certain he would have 
gone to Potſdam, without ſtaying a moment to con- 
ſider, and on the public parade would have exe- 
cuted all that revenge could have inſpired. 

He ſhewed me the ſcars of ſixteen wounds, ſome 
of which he had received in defence of my honour. 
He never drew his ſword that he was not wound- 
ed. He had fractured his arm, and bones in both 
his feet, by accidents ; thanks to thoſe eternal re- 
veries, which, in broad day-light, led him to the 


2 edge 


* One edition reads four. T. 
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edge of ſome precipice. His ſword was in his hand 
on the ſmalleſt occaſion, and he laughed when about 
to bleed. 

The ſtories of his youthful gallantries were ſome 
of them ſtrange. I much regret that his writings, 
both philoſophical and moral, never fell into m 
hands, and that they were buried with himſelf. 
He made great progrels 1a the ſtudy of anatomy, 
and his ſole purpoſe was to diſcover whether there 
really could be any thing immortal in the body of 
man, and, if poſſible, to explain what actuated 
the machine, and what was the origin of our pal- 
ſions, without having recourſe to metaphyſical rea- 


ſoning . 


I wiſhed him to have remained longer with me, 
but his leave of abſence was almoſt ended, and he 
defired to return and die at Alexandria. One day, 
I perceived his uſual taciturnity and gloom were 
increaſed, and the next morning, I found Schell 
was departed, and had left the following letter on 
my bureau: 


i My friend, 


0 You have already many children: how many 
more you may have, who can ſay? You are hap- 


* py in the poſſeſſion of the moſt amiable of wives; 


« T am but a burthen to you; you are little enabled 


to be at any expence for me, and I am not, at 


<« preſent, inconſiderate enough to abuſe your 


« friendſhip. The duty of a father is now, to you, 


the moſt ſacred of duties. I return contented, 
* with having once more ſeen you, and with leav- 


ing you in good * 


—— 


7 « Moſt 


* The boy is ſaid to have cut open the bellows to look for 
the wind, 45 | 
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© Moſt probably, we never ſhall meet again! 
Do not diſturb yourſelf concerning me; I am in 
need of nothing, and ſhall find every thing ne- 
ceſſary to my happineſs at Alexandria: your 
company, alone, will be wanting; but of that 
it is proper 1 ſhould deprive myſelf. I would 
not that you ſhould ſuffer the leaſt injury for my 
“ ſake. 

“ Perverſe and wicked men have robbed you of 
cc your fortune. If there be an eternal God, who 
« 1nterferes in the affairs of men, he will become 
* your ſupport, he will reward, he will preſerve 
% and make you happy in your family. If not, 
and ſhould even your virtues and your labours 
all be loſt to futurity, yet do they, in this world, 
find a noble recompenſe, in the conſcious recti 
tude of the heart. In the enjoyment of this, few 
* men, indeed, will be found your equal, conſe- 
* quently you are happy in yourſelf, and in defi- 
“ ance of fate. 

* To me you owe nothing; you have done more 
ce for me, than even gratitude and friendſhip them- 
& ſelves could exact. 

“ True it is, I brought you from Glatz, but, 
ec perhaps, your after-ſufferings would have been 
© much leſs ſevere, had I never exiſted. What I 
6c did, likewiſe, I did more from reſentment to the 
” King, and to F e Hip than from the defire of 
© ſerving you, therefore was not my enterpriſe the 
“pure effect of commiſeration and affection, my in- 
« tereſt bore a part in it. I was ſtripped of all 
“ ſupport, and aſhamed of living, deſpiſed, in a 
« garriſon regiment. I repent not of the actions 
of my paſt life, being certain that my follies did 
“but tend to make me a wiſer and a better man. 
« believe, in this, you think like me; I am ſa- 
ce tisfied with the time preſent, and indifferent con- 
& cerning that to come. 

Should 
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« Should monarchs, hereafter, do you juſtice 
in any degree, fail not to write to me. 
* Your ſon Joſeph, under your guidance, poſ.- 
ſeſſes all the qualities neceſſary to become a great 
man; the convtion of this has given me much 
pleaſure, and muſt, to you, be a ſubject of inh- 
nite ſatisfaction. Tell your refpeCtable lady, that 
I honour her, return her thanks for all her kind- 
neſs, and congratulate the choice ſhe made of a 
man who knew her worth. Yes, my friend, you 
are happy in a wife, and therefore muſt certainly 
have no cauſe to repent, to find yourſelf an in- 
habitant of the earth. | 
« When I perceive I can no longer live, I will 
ſend you a laſt letter. It is your duty to remain 
here; you have children, thoſe you muſt not de- 
ſert. I know no other cauſe of regret for your 
ſake, ſhould misfortune, in future, befal you. 
* Be under no concern relative to the expences 
of my journey. I have the watch which you 
gave me, as well as the fix guineas with which I 
was to have paid the taylor, and my feet will ſhit 
render me the ſame ſervice they performed thirty 
years ago, when we travelled together through 
Poland. | 
« Were we not, even then, much happier than 
princes, who are whirled luxurioufſy in coaches, 
through their deſolated countries? 
I leave you the journal of this fingular expe- 
dition, which I preſerved, that it might recal to 

our mind incidents well worthy of finding a 
place in the hiſtory of your lite. 


May you live in health and happineſs; may 


ou live diſtant from courts, and unembarrafied 
by public affairs, for the diſcharge of which you 
are but ill-fitted, by your dauntleſs candour. 


© They would but bring you into new troubles. 


Quit Aix-la-Chapelle, alſo, if you can; you are 
deteſted 
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deteſted by the monks; hypocrites will never 
want occaſion to injure you, and, in your de- 
cline of life, will find the means to rob you of 
that repoſe you have ſo well deſerved: God pre- 
ſerve you from their venom. I tremble while I 
recollect this, acquainted as I am with your dar- 


ing ſpirit. | 

Let me intreat you to become ſomewhat more 
of an œconomiſt; let me intreat you to act leſs 
generouſly toward an ungrateful world ; in fine, 
let me intreat you to become more prudent. 

* Should we ſee clearly, and think nobly, yet 
were it beſt to ſigh, be filent, and wiſely to en- 
joy: ſo act, and fo ſhall nothing be wanting to 
your tranquillity. Avoid Vienna. There, thoſe, 
who have illegally acquired, will illegally er- 
deavour to maintain themſelves in, the poſſeſſion 
of your eſtates. The Empreſs acts under the 
guidance of her prieſts, from whom you can ex- 
pe& nothing but contempt and perſecution. 

ec Be the paſt to you a leſſon, and a guide for the 
future. Hope nothing from unrelenting princes; 
riſk nothing for the barren honour of rendering 
them ſervice;. let your future motto be, I ſeek 
only virtue.” 

« We have almoſt run our race; we both, ſoon, 
alike, ſhall ceaſe to be, but we both know death, 
and ſhall march to meet him with a ſerene front. 
So long as I have life I ſhall be ready, at all 
times, and on all occaſions, as I ever have been, 
to part with that life in defence of your injured 
honour. | | 
In this reſolution, and impreſſed with the live- 
lieſt gratitude, this day departs one, who to his 
laſt breath, will remain | 

«© Your friend, 


« ALEXANDER SCHELL” 
| It 
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It may well be ſuppoſed I was exceedingly affeQ- 
ed by this farewel, and by the manner of it, eſpe- 


_ cially when I had no means of conveymg the mo- 


ney to my friend, neceſſary to perform his journey. 
Some few days after, F was obliged to go to Vien- 
na. While I was in Frankfort, I, by chance, met 
in the ſtreet the worthy Schell, who was there en- 
deavouring to get intelligence conceming his pa- 
rents. We continued two days longer together, 
and I did every thing in my power to diſſuade him 
from purſuing his journey, but in vain. It was with 
great difficulty I could prevail on him to accept 
twenty guineas, by the aid of which he might ar- 
rive, with ſomewhat leſs fatigue, at his place of 
deſtination. At length, we both took an eternal 
and laſt adieu, and parted. | 

About three weeks after, I received the follow- 
ing letter from him at Vienna: | 


«© Dear Friend, 


* At Frankfort you obliged me to accept twenty 
* guineas, money which belonged to your chil- 
* dren, and the depriving yourſelf of which was, 
< moſt probably, of great inconvenience. Some- 
© what, however, to recompenſe your beneyolence, 
© may you, virtuous man, participate the ſenſibi- 
e lity, the pleaſure, the good, which accompanied 


-” - theſe twenty gitineas in the cottage of a Poor 


* peaſant! May the benedictions be verified, with 
* which your name was pronounced x an old man 
« of eighty-tuo, almoſt expiring with hunger, in 
* company with his wife, ard the remamder of his 


* family! Penedictions, uttered with eves raiſed 
* to Heaven, when their long-loſt fon, Schell, fo 
une æpectedly entered their wretched cabin, and 
« with him brought the means of aid and conſola- 
« tion! 


* Ob, 


46 
« Oh, noble Trenck, that I could deſeribe the 


« ſcene ſuch as it really was; then, indeed, ſhould 
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you weep. During four and twenty years, my 
parents had never received any intelligence of 
me, and ſuppoſed me dead. I knew they had 
been ruined by a law-ſuit in the imperial court, 
and I would not add to their misfortunes, by in- 
forming them of my own. 

« My father had diſcarded me from his heart, 
after having heard I had ſo lightly quitted the 
Pruſſian ſervice ! Aſter being told that my name 
was nailed up to the gallows at Glatz 

© My mother had wept, but the afflictions of 
her Ly, and the poverty of her other chil- 
dren, had effaced from her memory him who 
ſhe had formerly hoped would become the ſup- 
port of her houſe, and the prop of her old age. 

« My eldeſt fiſter I found almoſt dying, with 
hunger, in her bed, where ſhe had twelve years 
lain paralytic. The youngeſt was inſane, and 
her diſtracted fits were ſometimes ſo violent that 
ſhe was obliged to be tied down. 8 
My eldeſt brother, who had obtained the rank 
of major in the Pruſſian ſervice, was broken, be- 
cauſe of my adventure at Glatz, and is, at pre- 


ſent, a corporal in the ſervice of Denmark, 


where he has taken another name. My formerly 
brave, and now ancient, father, all in rags, and 


afflicted with the dropſy, was ſeated in an old 


arm chair; and my aged mother, of ſeventy, 


was obliged to act as ſervant, nurſe, and provi- 


der, for the whole houſe. 

At the time when [I arrived, ſeveral days had 

paſſed, and they had nothing better than dry 

Load for their food, waiting the end of the 

month. You have been informed that the Prince, 

by whom they were ruined, granted them a pep 
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ſion of nine florins per month! For which 

they were obliged to pray for him, thank him, 

and tremble in his preſence. 

They had no fire, and theſe poor old people 

were crouching cloſe together, half naked, to 

keep each other warm. That very day they 

happened to mention their loſt ſon ; they were 

exhorting each other patiently to endure their 

afflictions, and, while thus ſuffering, I entered 
* their hut, made myſelf known, and brought them 
te aid. | MES 

God of Heaven! where are the words that 
{© ſhall deſcribe what I felt ?—Motionleſs I ſtood, 
« at beholding wretchedneſs like this, and dumb 

© They were dumb allo. | 

I recovered, recollected I had guineas, and 
* threw them on the table.—ls this money thy 
«© own, my ſon? ſaid my mother. — es, mother, 
% anſwered I, they are honourably acquired; I 
* bring them to yield you a momentary ſupport. 

_ < Surpriſe and joy fluſhed in every face; my 
aged father bathed me with his paternal tears, 
« and my mother hung, weeping, round my neck. 
© The poor paralytic intreated ſhe might once 

again make a good meal, and her ſtill more un- 

« fortunate fiſter leaped and capered, without 
© knowing wherefore. 

« After we had, in ſome degree, recovered our 
proper ſenſes, and I had briefly anſwered their 
“ enquiring queſtions, a fire was made, and meat 
Vvas put down to roaſt. Yes, my friend, the fa- 
* mily ſeated themſelves round a table, that had 

long not been fo loaded, and I had the pleaſure 

to regale them with your money, to revive my 
* parents, languiſhing in miſery, and on the _ 
| | c ers 
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te ders of the grave, and to change the paternal ma- 
« lediction into the ſincereſt bleſſings and prayers! 
« To you am I indebted for this day of joy, the 
« brighteſt, the happieſt of my life; for had I not 
« had your money, I ſhould never have returned to 
« the houſe of my father. "Tis true, allo, I never 
« ſhould have been a ſpectator of wretchednels like 
« theirs, and ſhould have died reckleſs and indiffer- 
« ent, I now have an additional reaſon to live; I 
have parents to provide for, and they ſtand in 
« need of proviſion. I will haſten to Alexandria, 
<« haſten to obtain money for their ſupport, for 
* now, only, do I begin to be reconciled to life, 
* I ſhall not inform you in what place I found 
this moſt unfortunate family; you would deprive 
e me of the ſatisfaction of labouring for them, I 
«« well know the benevolence of your heart, and I 
well know you have nothing you ought to give. 
* Yet you ſhall be informed hereafter, and ſhall 
become my ſucceſſor, in order that I may die 
untormented, when I feel my end approach, aad 
ſhall be no more able to afford them ſuſte- 
r | 
* I continued with them nine days, and three 
entire guineas were expended in making our- 
ſelves merry. Yeſterday I left fifieen upon the 
table, with my watch, and a letter, as I did 
when I took my leave of you at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and thus avoided the too great pain of parting. 
Nov march I on foot toward Alexandria, 
and certainly with more true courage than Alex- 
ander himſelf, when marching, at the head of 
his victorious army, toward Babylon, Never 
were guineas better expended, never employed 
to a more holy purpoſe than thoſe you gave me 
* at Frankfort. Henceforward J have but one in- 
* tention to fulfil, and this, IJ hope, will be ful- 
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filled by the exertion of my talents at Alexandria, 
Morey, my friend, is become a thing moſt pre- 
cious, though my poor parents have learnt to ve- 
getate on little. ee 
« Live, my dear Trenck, live in content and 
health. If, ſoon or late, you ſhall return to 
our native country, may you, after a tedious 
. acquire wealth to render thoſe you 
love happy. If ever you ſhould wiſh to benef: 
the children of Waldau, recolle& what I ſaid 
to you in the foreſt near Hammer, when you 
would have taken vepgeance on an unfeeling, 
or, perhaps, only a fearful brother-m-law. May 
the Almigbty grant you this humane, this Chril- 
tian, conſolation. I hope, hereafter, your proſ- 
peas will brighten, and I honour the philan- 
thropy of your heart. Forget me not, I will 
write to you whenever I need your aſſiſtance; do 
you write to me only once a year, and let me 
know any fortunate event in the ſituation of your 
affairs. This letter will be ſent from Ulm. 1 
have written it in Switzerland, and a friend will 
put it into the poſt. May your virtues preſerve 
you from new adverſities, and may heaven, or 
earth, reward you for the paſt. | 


„ As J have lived, fo ſhall I die, 
* Your grateful, 
And, moſt aſſuredly, 
„ Your very faithful friend, 
„ALEXANDER SCHELL,” 


Secretary to the regiment of Souter, at Alex- 
andria, in the ſervice of the King of Sar- 
dinid. 


Since 


( 


Since this letter, I received many others from 
him, all written in the ſame ſtyle. 1 one of the 
laſt he informed me that an old lady had bequeath- 
ed him effects, to the value of a hundred and fifty 
ducats, by will. His joy, at being able to ſend that 
ſum to his parents, who were then living, was in- 
expreſſible. Theſe letters I have loſt, and, indeed, 
they would only unneceſſarily add to the length of 
this narrative. | 

After a filence of two years I received the fol- 


lowing: 
The dying Schell to his friend Trenck. 
* When this ſhall come to your hand, I ſhall be 


no more; my term of exiſtence draws to a con- 
« cluſion; never did man, dear friend, forſake this 
* ſublunary world with more tranquillity, than I 


„ ſhall in a few hours, and after I have once more, 


* with as much preſence of mind as I am capable 
* of, ſent you this laſt teſtimony of living grati- 
«+. mae, 

* 'The laſt years of my life have paſſed undiſ- 
* turbed away; almoſt had I forgotten that the 
* name of my family was Schell, having for forty 
years aſſumed that of Leſch, and having, without 
* regret, bidden adieu to all honourable titles. 

I beheld you happy, my friend, and I leave 
** you in peace and content. My aged father and 
% mother have been two years dead, I enjoyed 

© the pleaſure of procuring them neceſſaties, and 
« even ſomewhat more, during their few latter 

* days of life. My paralytic filter died about fix 
** weeks ago, and the poor frantic girl knows not 
e that ſhe wants any thing, therefore wants not. 
** phe lives merrily in the mad-houſe, and imagines 
*© herſelf to be the holy Rebecca. 
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* The woman whom J loved has lately married 
a young huſband: may he make her happy! 
This is no: a moment to indulge jealouſy. 
„I am at this inſtant racked by the ſtone, add 
to which I am in a conſumption, and theſe toge- 
ther have rendered me a living ſkeleton. My 
* phyſician has obſerved indubitable ſymptoms of 
- _ approaching end; I mylelf am fully fenfible 
of them, and, in a few days, or in a few hours, 
*« ſhall ceaſe to ſuffer. 
I have now nothing to hope, and nothing to 
fear, Herein I ſend you the laſt tokens of a long 
and fincere friendſhip. My dying ſoul {till will 
live ia you, nor ſhall I be all dead, ſo long as 
vou ſhall continue to live. My expiring wiſhes, 
for your proſperity, transfix themſelves to this 
% paper they take their flight from my brain, 
like a dream at the moment of my diffolution. 
Live while you may, and haſten not, dear friend, 
*® to follow me. 
„ Honour, fame, and poſterity, to me, are 
things whol y indifferent. I die unknown, and 
% my name dies with me. Beware of the pri- 
ſons of Glatz, Magdeburg, and Spielberg! Schell 
« dies, and you will find a Schell no more. 
© 1 leave no one behind me who ſtands in need 
of your aid, or whom I am in duty bound to re- 
*© commend to your benevolence; no, my friend, I 
am no longer any thing to you: could ] partake 
the ſenſibility of your heart, it would but occa- 
ſion me fruitleſs regret, and diſturb the repoſe of. 
* this laſt farewell. — ; 
_* Repine not, weep not, rather laugh; let the 
e Jaſt moments of the crazy Schell be a ſubject of 
** mirth; he himſelf has laughed, on the world's 
great theatre, beholding the deepeſt tragedies; 
* laughing he quits the ſcene, and the curtain for 
ever falls. | 
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My ſenſes are overpowered, they ſlumber, my 
eyes are inclined to cloſe, and my ſoul wiſhes for 
« reſt; I ſoon ſhall ſleep, and fleep without dream- 
ing, nor ſhall I ever riſe from this bed, to enjoy 
« waking dreams. 

Oh Trenck, my laſt thoughts are friendſhip, 
e gratitude, and the moſt ardent prayers for your 
<« proſperity. 

«© So dies, 


«© ALEXANDER, once SCHELL, 


e at preſent LESCH, 
Alexandria, 24th of May, 1776. 


The very day I received this letter, I wrote to 
the regiment, and the anſwer ſent back was that he 
* had been found dead in his bed the 26th of May, 
© having written farewel letters to his colonel and 
* his friends, by all of whom he was regretted.” 
His captain had made a collection of his erotic 
_ odes, and his ſatires, written in the Italian language, 
which may, ſome time, perhaps, appear under 
another name, and, if ſo they ſhould, will certain- 
ly do honour to ſome ignorant impoſtor. 

Peace be to thy manes, amiable Schell, thou 
wert worthy a better deſtiny, for the foibles of thy 


youth were injurious only to thyſelf. 


Apolozies 


— — 


 T — 
"6 Sa. 22 —- 
— 3 _ - _ 
W — 


— — — <<" —„—t —— 


ALEC, AS. -* 


e 


=" 


» 


w—— <= 7 „ r 999 * 
— « £20 FS o 4 
>); * * 


— . - 
— 
— — 


* _—— : - 2 
" — 


— — 


— — 


— — 


S 


3 


„ „ 
— — 
- I 
— 
— — 
” _ 4 


- =, 
— 4 


— 


— — — — — 


— * _ w——_ _- 
— 


— * — 
— — — — 


Ee. 
— = 


( 224 ) 


Apologies io others, and vindications of myſelf and ho. 
nour, concerning afſeritons contained in, and offences 
that have been taken at, my writings. | 


NOT the ſear of further diſpleaſing the wicked 
and the vile; not the dread of being ſtill perſecut- 
ed by ſharpers, monks, pedants, intriguing cour- 

iers, and paltry knaves; not the dread of illiberal 
and abortive criticiſm; nor any, nor all of tnole, 
here give birth to apology or juſtification. I have 
more ferrous employment, that bf at laſt enjoying 
coutent and eaſe; of terminating a career of djjh- 
cuities, chains, and puniſhment unparallelled, with 
glory. I will no more ſtand forth the raſh oppo- 
nent of ignorant millions. Tis honour ſufficient 
for me, that the worthy, the virtuous, and the 
friends of men, have been my protectors. Had I, 
indeed, only injured this ſmaller part of ſociety, 
the number of my enemies had not been ſo great, 
nor had they been ſo all-puiſſant: neither would 
they have been ſo baſe in ariifice, ſo irreconcilca- 


ble in hatred. I ſhudder and ſtart back from the 


precipice, when I contemplate the abyſs, into 
which, by raſhneis, or perhaps fortitude not to be 
HMaken, I might have been headlong plunged. 

The daggers of ſharpers, gamblers, and monks, 
all were drawn, Thoſe noble gentlemen, who of- 
fended at my effay on true gs» e not, with 
their patent titles, purchaſed noble hearts, would 
have been glad I were diſpatched. Heaven was 
promiſed from the pulpits, as the price of hereti- 
cal blood. Hetetic, be it ſaid apart, is the epi- 
thet beſtowed on thoſe who dare openly attack the 
avarice and ambition of prieſts. The good old 
matrons prayed for my ſoul, as for one miſerably 
confgred to perdition. The deceivers, and the 
deceived, together, cried “ Crucify him! Crucify 
88 | | 


Unſupported, 
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Unſupported, among theſe high-born vulgar, 
long I lived. Good men approved and applauded 
my writings ; but approbation was all. I will write 
no more. | | 

Let other German moraliſts now enter the liſts, 
let each perform as much as I have done, and let 
them not retire from toil, till they have reaſons 
equally as coercive to adduce. So ſhall our coun- 
try ſoon awaken from her flumbers, ſoon ſhall 
learn who are the executioners, the torturers of 
reaſon, ſoon ſhall ſhake off her groſs prejudices, 
and, by the promotion of ſcience, ſhall nfe great 
and "worthy of herſelf. Her practical Chriſtians 
jhall then be more virtuous than were her holiday 
ſaints, church dignitaries ſhall tremble in their ſtalls, 
and the renown of the ancient German ſhall re- 
vive. 

To obtain a purpoſe ſo glorious have I laboured 
with zeal, deſtructive to myſelf; but, be the conſe- 
quences what they may, *twere ſinful to repent. 

Such being my 4 Lig I may here be conſi- 
dered as an expiring author, who, repentant ſinner 
like, takes a mournful leave of the fraternity of 1e- 
formers. Therefore do I ſtretch out my hand, de- 
ſirous of reconciliation with all who imagine them- 
ſelves injured by the truths I have told, or who 
have been angered to behold themſelves unmaſked. 
J hope they will not be fo cruel as to demand I 
ſhould beſtow flagellation on myſelf, becauſe F 
erected myſelf a preacher of repentance, without 
having firſt ſtudied, under a Jeſuit-mountebank, 
in forma T heologica. As my irritability is well 
known, and as I never condeſcended to petition 
princes themſelves twice for what I thought my 
due, be adviſed, good firs, and pardon me quick- 
ly, or T ſhall perhaps quickly fall into my old vice, 
and defend myſelf, and truth, with al} the fury of 
a deſperadoe. , | 

"You. II. * Kind 


6 


Kind reader, thou indubitably knoweſt conſt tty- 
tional diſeaſes are not eafily cured ; therefore wilt 
not expect I ſnould forget my nature, and ceaſe to 
ſpeak and to maintain truth. If I ſtrike wide, 
when battling to bring down folly and vice, par- 
don and direct me better. So ends my preamble.”* 


TTT 


In the firſt volume of my writings, the dedica- 
tion to Madam Juſtia gave ſo much offence at 
Vienna, that it was prohibited. Whenever, in 
Vienna, they ſhall think proper to do me right, 1 
w1ll then make a full and public reparation to the 
inſulted honour of this good lady. 


FC - 
My ridicule on the parchment titles of nobility, 
in the other volume, f has ſo much offended many 
of our moſt ſerene Dons, that I expected ſome one, 
at leaſt, among them would have mounted his Ro- 
ſinante, and me have defired, detractor and caitiff 

vile, to mortal combat. | | 
Fortunately for me, I was deceived. They, ho- 
nourable gentlemen, leave hardy enterpriſe, and 
dire defence, to the ſleeping bones of their anceſ- 
| tOrs. 


An abſtract only of what ſollows in the German is tranſ- 
lated ; much of it relates to the Baron's other works; but, as 
thoſe other works, in fact, form a part of his hiſtory, it will 
probably not be diſpleaſing to obtain ſome information con- 
cerning them —The ſtrongeſt paſſages and thoughts have 
been ſclected, the neceſſary liberties of a free tranſlation taken, 
and tranſpoſitions of ſentences made, ſuitable either to con- 
nection or to the ſubjeQ, T. 0 

+ Here he ſpeaks of his writings, not of his life. 


( 227 ) 
tors. They can ſerve the ſtate in night- caps, and 
morning gowns, and his excellency, the lord high 
cook, can ſagaciouſſy iſſue orders that the hare ſhall 
be roaſted, which his ſerene highneſs, the maſter of 
the hounds, has heroically vanquiſhed, | 
Happy conſequence of wiſdom in government ! 
To you, ye ſcions of nobility, do all places of ho- 
nour, profit, and power deſcend, as is, by rig}.t of 
birth, your due. Inherent ye are noble! To think 
and act nobly were ſuperfluous. Why ſhould you 
defend or inſtruct baſe burghers, or raſcally hinds, 
who, moſt humbly, moſt dutifully, are bounden to 
labour and ſtarve, that you may fleep and fatten ! 
What rafhneſs was it in mie to write on honour ! 
I, alas, had forgotten that honour and honourable 
office depend on the capricious will of an arbitra- 
ry monarch, who alone 1s the fountain of honour, 
the judge of honour, and who alone honour can 
confer ! Wherefore did I dream of merit, genius, 
or the native honour of the heart? Fie on ſuch ig- 
norance ! Yes, ever honourable worthies, it is but 
juſt I humbly ſhould crave forgiveneſs; I, who 
have written thus unwittingly, without permiſſion 
from the powers that be ! But ye are avenged, and 
I am puniſhed. No tiles have I; no ribbands, 
ſtars, or glorious badges. Theſe, ſo groſs was my 
conception, I ſuppoſed I might have had, and have 
remained an honeſt man 
I have attended at levees ; have waited in anti- 
chambers ; there have converſed with ancient offi- 
cers, like me, attending alſo. Their cicatrized 
wounds were ineffectual pleaders. The ſpruce gen- 
tleman-uſher held their names unworthy to be pro- 
nounced in the royal ear. We diſcourfed on the 
beſt of all poſſible worlds, and iron tears ſtole 
down their manly cheeks. Reaſoning, with bitter 
conference, as we ſtood, we have ſeen a ſumptuous 
vehicle approach, by ſix ſteeds, proudly champing, 
2 drawn. : 
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drawn : before it were running footmen ; behind, 
heydukes, and merry Andrews ; and within —— 
Ves! His excelleacy ! Stately ſtept he forth, by 
ſlaves ſupported in the dangerous deſcent. The 
ſwarming crowd proſtrate themſelves. Yet, no 
grim Turk is he; but beardleſs ſeventeen: The 
butious of his coat were each a diamond: over his 
mighty ſhoulder no Gorgon ſhield was thrown, but 
8 tbe broad ribbon hung. From his 
pocket pendant was a key.—All wondered; all 
aſked Who is he that approaches thus with 
*© check inflated ? Not Boreas, gentlemen— nor 
Eurus—No—His highneſs ! His ſerene highneſs 
A prince! A prince of the empire | A knight of 
the order! A chamberlain ! A privy counſellor ! 
The ſon of a—uſurer! A Lord of eight millions 
Millions which he nobly expends, thus to become 
great! Thus to be dignified ! Thus to be titled ! 
Great as he is now, what ſhall he be when of age? 
For one ſo mighty, knowledge will be an incum- 
brance, and thought ſuperfluous ; therefore hath he 
written to Rome, and Rome, ſhall ſend him a fa- 
ther confeſſor, who ſhall relieve him of the labour 
of thinking.—Padua, too, ſhaltſend him a bufloon, 
with black gown and tie wig, who ſhall take eſpe- 
cial care of his eſtate. _ Let others act, it is for him 
only to enjoy) 

Parting from my honeſt veterans, home I went, 
deſcribed what I had ſeen, for I am afraid I never 
ſhall forſake old habits, but intreated the friend to 
whom I wrote never to make my letter public. 
The world, alas, might doubt the fincerity of my 
reformation ; nay, might call this my recantation, 
a fatire! A libel! Heaven forbid, my friend ;— 
For God's lake, tear, burn, my letter! His high- 
neſs can pay referendaries, advocates, and curators, 


better than I. I may once again become mad 
No, 


1290 


No, no, I will humbly petition.—I will not in- 
creaſe an evil I cannot cure. | | 

To err is human, but obſtinately to perſiſt in er- 
ror were deviliſſ Therefore pardon, pardon: I 
repent. I will be very good in future. My chil- 
dren ſhall not be taught to think, for I will pruvide 
them with an abbe, or an ex-jeſuit, and they ſhall 

be educated for highneſſes and cardinals, . 
| Yes, noble Zetto, Kronſdorf, Krugel, and ye 
other nobles, from A. to E, I deſerve your mighty 
wrath.——W hat ! Refuſe to pay for your patents of 
nobility! So well, too, as I he your worth! I 
am juftly puniſhed. od eternally forbid I ſhould 
object to your high and noble digninies | I affirm 
you are more ignoble 11 nature than the rudeſt of 
the rabble—I call you the peſts of foctety—Oh 
no !—No, no, no Though you are in the 
houſe of correction, you have noble ſucceſſors, and 
I will write no libel by inuendo, I !—Heaven bleſs 
your worthy worſhips ! May the mob bow down 
Fore your patent titles! May your welfare be 
preferred io that of juſtice and the common weal ! 
And ye, noble eccleſiaſtics, whoſe all · diſpenſing 
power, trafficking in indulgences, can purchaſe 
earthly titles, till your heavenly ſhall be ripe—Ye, 
who, living luxuriouſly, yet are certain to die bleſ- 
{ed ! I hold it fit and fate here to promiſe you I 
will daily repeat three Pater-noſters, and eke three 
Ave-Marias; not —_— ſhould read in my 
ſceptical heart all I think of ye—lI know ye peru; 
not fuch heretical writings, as teach the duties of 
the citizen and the man. 


I aſk not your prayers, for ah! I too well know 


my poor ſoul has long been conſigned to perdition 
21 having even dared to doubt that ye are holy 
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In my plan for the rectifying of abuſes in the 
ſtates of Auſtria. I was acuated by the pureſt and 
beſt of motives. I openly aſſerted what were the 
deferts of the judges of the. courts; and all Vienna 
exclaimed againſt the raſhneſs of my writings : yet, 
was it afterward ſeen they were but prophetical. 
Experience has taught me wiſdom. Jo reform the 
abuſes of the adminiſtration of juſtice is even more 
dangerous than to reform thoſe of religion. How 
may a private individual make the attempt, when 
the monarch himſelf, ſo multiplied, ſo rooted, are 
theſe abuſes, dare not? Such is the true ſtate of af. 
fairs, over which I ſigh and draw the curtain. Sin- 
cerely do I pity thoſe who need juſlice. | 


| IIS LIFFZY DIE EE<ea— 
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In this ſame volume, I have written concerning 
the inviſible vaſſalage of Bohemia. Of this I can- 
not repent, although the angry monks have con- 
demned my foul to fome millions of years of burn- 
ing in purgatory. But in purgatory I will be con- 
tent to burn, certain of the prayers of all good 
men for my ſpeedy releaſe. Till this vaſſalage of 
the mind 15 removed, never can the people know 
the rights of men. Pray, brethern, pray, that the 
fingers, with which 1 write this, may not be 
changed into a devil's claw : nay, though ye ſhould 
be monks, pray, for I certainly ſhould tear thoſe 


- unfortunate friars, who ſhould fall into my talons, 


moſt unmereifully. And, with reverence be it 
ſpoken, your Lutheran devils are all as mercileſs 


as your Franciſcan, 


I have 


6 


L have alſo, in my letters from Spa, been guilty 
of a crime more enormous than any the whole 
decalogue can afford; more heinous than the ſeven 


deadly ſins collectively. I have ſaid that a gambler 


by profeſſion could no: poſſibly be an honeſt man; 
and that, by fair deduction, neither could thoſe 
who ſhare his ill-gotten gains. Herein have I mot 
groſsly and abominably ſinned againſt the holy 
Catholic Church, as the pharaoh table, for the god- 
iy plundering of ſtrangers, is there publicly li- 
cenſed by the biſhop. Therefore, as a good Chriſ- 
tian ought, do I moſt humbly ſupplicate the infalli- 
ble prieſtly magiſtraey for forgiveneſs, wretched 
ſinner as I am: I who have publicly dared to 
doubt this infallibility. What, though I have writ- 
ten a notorious truth, ſtill, fince this truth ofſends, 
I deſerve, as their high mightineſſes in their chriſ- 
tian charity affirm, to be everlaſtingly roaſted. I 
had forgotten that they have power in heaven; 

that there they are ſaints, and only remembered 
that on earth they are raſcals. I will write no 
more on the poiſons of Liege, the intrigues of cour- 
tezans, the curſes of play, but will enjoy ſome few 
days of reſt on this fide the grave. I will ſuppreſs 
the groans of a heart that has been rent, becauſe it 
could not reform the follies and the vices of man. 


DD 


The Macedonian Hero is a poem that, by the 
daringneſs with which it was written, might, in- 
deed, well draw down the vengeance of tyranny. 
The conſequences of my raſhneſs have been bitter. 
Frederic acknowledged I had written truth ; but 
Tereſa demanded to know by whom I had been 
authoriſed to write truth. The poem was 17 757 
Ute 
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bited, but eſcaped burning. Honeſt men lament- 
ed the daſtardlineſs of their fellow-ſlaves, who 
crouched, and baſely aided the ravages of the 
earth; while zealous republicans rejoiced. The 
world, however, ſeems to fink deeper than ever 
into the ſlough of ſlavery. We grovel in the duſt, 
and offer up ineffectual prayers, that God would 
be pleaſed to preſerve us from heroes and their ra- 

acity. Alas ! new Alexanders, Tamerlanes, and 
3 ſhall ariſe, and ſhall find new coadju- 
tors. 


. | "= 


I have alfo, in fome of my works, ſaid that the 
hand ſome ladies of Aix-la-Chapelle graciouſly ſmile 
on their handſome young friars, and that the noble 
burghers, their huſbands, wear. their budding ho- 
nours, proudly, for with them it is a principle, that 
men cannot be too much loaded with honour, 
therefore hold themſelves juſtified in aſſuming titles 


to which they have no claim: good reaſon is 


there, then, 355 ſhould not be defrauded of an 
honourable appellation fo. juſtly their due. I pre- 
tend not that, even at Aix: la-Chapelle, the ugly 


are not virtuous ; but it is exceedingly true that 


they are aſhamed of their virtue. 

. or my own part, I have always pitied ugly wo- 
men, and have been careful not to offend the hand- 
ſome, ſo that matrons wiſh me proſperity, except 
thoſe whoſe conſciences are put under ſpiritual 

ardianſhip, and they indeed frown, mumble ana- 
W and fink me to the loweſt of the infernal 
regions, there in eternal darkneſs to aſſociate with 
the accurſed Luther, and the heretic Vokaire. 


J muſt 


416 


I muſt further remark that, through all my writ- 
ings, there reigns a manifeſt and decided hatred 
againſt knavery, deceit, and ſuperſtition, in the 
1 where J reſided, I beheld an herd, an pre 

priefts, wallowing in luxury, reiguing wit 
ws than deſpotic authority over the minds of all. 
W hat rational and thinking man but muit ſhudder, 
muſt lament aloud, that ſuch multitudes of God's. 
creatures ſhould be thus chained, riveted in igno- 
rance, by an hott of idle impoſtors, who are, or 
ought to be, paid to enlighten and inſtruct them in 
all * duties of men, but who, on the contrary, 
live in pride and debaucherv, ſuck their very blood, 
deſtroy moral virtues, fraternal and true Chitin 
duties, and promiſe heaven to the moſt abandoned 
of villains, to proffigates, cheats, and aſſaſſins. 

Oh God ! How U diſmal, how dreadful, 1s 
_ the proſpect ! where bigotry has the power and the 
will to kill all the ſeeds of natural reaſon ! Yet this 
T beheld wherever the ruling prince was a church- 
man. This 1 beheld throughout the whole Auf- 
trian ſtates. The ſpedtacle made my very heart 
weep blood. I beheld the Pope, and all his armed 
legions, as omnipotent in Vienna as at Rome. 1 
beheld and wrote. Thoughts friendly to the hu- 
man race mitmttively flowed from mypen. I forgot 
my own ſafety, irritated heworſt of paſſions in the 
workt of men, and could T wonder I had enemics ? 

Irreconcileable in hatred, a prieſt purſnes the 
wretch, who has dared to Acc er his wickedne's 
and fraud, through ſueceeding generations, till that 
his name and race be rooted from the earth; nor 
ends here, but unſatiable in revenge, after inflifting 
all earthly pangs, delivers him and his over to eter- 
nal tortures. This is what is properlv called ihe 
vengeance of the miniſters of the mercifii God! 

Sorry am I that I could not more eflectually aid 
the poor, deceived, enflaved work]: it is under 

the dominion of cureleſs w irchcraft! 
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bited, but eſcaped burning. Honeſt men lament- 
ed the daſtardlineſs of their fellow-ſlaves, who 
crouched, and baſely aided the ravages of the 
earth; while zealous republicans rejoiced. The 
world, however, ſeems to fink deeper than ever 
into the ſlough of ſlavery. We grovel in the duſt, 
and offer up ineffectual prayers, that God would 
be pleaſed to preſerve us from heroes and their ra- 

acity. Alas ! new Alexanders, Tamerlanes, and 
3 ſhall ariſe, and ſhall find new coadju- 
tors. . | 


I bave alſo, in fome of my works, ſaid that the 
hand ſome ladies of Aix-la-Ghapelle graciouſly ſmile 
on their handſome young friars, and that the noble 
burghers, their huſbands, wear. their budding ho- 
nours proudly, for with them it is a principle, that 


men cannot be too much loaded with honour, 


therefore hold themſelves juſtified in aſſuming titles 


to which they have no claim : good reaſon is 


there, then, they ſhould not be defrauded of au 
honourable appellation fo. juſtly their due. I pre- 
tend not that, even at Aux-la-Chapelle, the ugly 
are not virtuous ; but it is excecdingly true that 
they are aſhamed of their virtue, ; 
fi or my own part, I have always pitied ugly wo- 
men, and have been careful not to offend the hand- 
ſome, ſo that matrons wiſh me proſperity, except 
thoſe whoſe conſciences are put under ſpiritual 
ardianſhip, and they indeed frown, mumble ana- 
pe and fink me to the loweſt af the infernal 
regions, there in eternal darkneſs to aſſociate with 
the accurſed Luther, and the heretic Vokaire. 


I mult 


. 


I muſt further remark that, through all my writ- 
ings, there reigns a manifeſt and decided hatred 
againſt knavery, deceit, and ſuperſtition. in the 
country where I rehded, I beheld an herd, an W 
of prieſts, wallowing in luxury, reiguing wit 
worle than deſpotic authority over the minds of all. 
What rational and thinking man but muſt ſhudder, 
muſt lament aloud, that ſuch multitudes of God's 
creatures ſhould be thus chained, riveted in igno- 
rance, by an hoſt of idle impoſtors, who are, or 
ought to be, paid to enlighten and inſtruct them in 
all the duties of men, but who, on the contr ary, 
live in pride and debauchery, ſuck their very blood, 
deſtroy moral virtues, fraternal and true Chriflian 
duties, and promiſe heaven to the moſt abandoned 
of villains, to protligates, cheats, and aſſaſſins. 


Oh God ! How diſmal, how dreadful, is 
the profpect ! where bigotry has the power and the 


will to kill all the ſeeds of natural reaſon ! Yet this 
I beheld wherever the ruling prince was a church- 
man. This | beheld throughout the whole Auſ- 
trian ſtates. The ſpectacle made my very heart 
weep blood. 1 beheld the Pope, and all his armed 
legions, as omnipotent in Vienna as at Rome. 1 
beheld and wrote. Thoughts friendly to the hu- 
man race inſtint᷑tively flowed from mypen. I forgot 
my own {afety, irritated the worſt of paſſions in the 
work of men, and could T wonder I had enemics? 
TIrreconcileable in hatred, a prieft purſnes the 
wretch, who has dared to diſcover his wickedne's 
and fraud, through ſueceeding generations, till that 
his name and race be rooted from the earth; nor 
ends here, but unſatiable in revenge, after inflifting 
all earthly pangs, delivers hirn and his over to eter- 
nal tortures. This ts what is properly called the 
vengeance of the miniſters of the merciful God 
Sorry am I that I could not more eftcctually aid 
the poor, deceived, enflaved work: ir 18 under 
the dominion of cureleſs witchera aft! 
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Inſtead of prohibiting the intermarriages, and 
multiplication of Jews, princes would effectuallʒ 
ſerve the world, and diminiſh the blood-ſucking 
ſwarm, were they to oblige every man to take the 
followi ing oath before he were made a monk. 

That the candidate for this ſtate of ſanctity is 
totally incapable of rendering ſervice to his fel- 
* low-creatures; that he is unfit for ſoldier, mecha- 
nie, or huſbandman, and that he is wholly deſti- 
tute of powers, bodily or mental, to make me 
** ſelf uſeful to IR | 


te 


cc 


I have yet to apologize concerning the firſt part 


ef this hiſtory, in which I have highly oflendeg! 


various ſpecies of wicked men. 
Frederic the Great, who, by the breath of bis 
power, entailed miſery upon me, who gave me 


tuthcient cauſe to ſpeak truth undiſguiſedly, will, 


certainly, in his now enlightened ſtate, behold che 
moderate manner, in which I have juſtified myſelf, 
with very different eyes to what he would, had he, 
while on earth, peruſed it with all the perverſity of 


deſpotic obſtiuacy, and. clouded by the prejudices 


of human weakneſs. He now is unable to prevent 
my publicly defending that honour which had been 
publicly injured. I have ſpoken of him with 

caution and reſpect. I have every where excuſed 
the error of -a monarch, who, being a man, was by 
men deceived. Probably. he had reaſons for not 
doing me juſtice, which I ſhall never recite, as I 


will not involve the reputation of a friend in my 
own unfortunate deſtiny. May he, therefore, reſt 


in peace. That poſterity which may erect monu- 
ments, to bis fame, certainly ſhall raiſe no pillar of 


ſhame 
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ſhame over my grave. This is honour ſufficient to 
one, by him unremittingly perſecuted, and treated 
as a malefactor. He is gone, Iam here. Tis ho- 
nour ſufficient that the reigning monarch has given 
unreſtricted privilege tocirculate this hiſtory through 
his ſtates, and that a hoſt of witneiles to its veracity 
are ſtill living. 

Of what happened to me at it Vierna I have loud- 
ly complained, and boldly written; but I have 
written truths ; truths which the records and acts of 
courts will prove; truths which the preſent mo- 
narch has privileged to be publicly circulated in 
this work. This royal privilege, at Berlin and 
Vienna, is equally honourable to the ſov ereigns and 
to my veracity. 

The Emperor, indeed, his not thought fit to or- 
dain a reviſion of my cauſe. He muſt believe the 
report of his judges, and muſt cortmue fo to be- 
heve, though he ſhould afterward condemn theſe 
judges to {weep the ſtreets ! 

The honeſt man does not believe himſelf infalli- 
ble, readily acknowledges, when convinced he has 
been in an error, and is neither too unjuſt, nor tco 
proud to repair the evil he committed by pro- 
Per a haſty ſentence. Let me hope there are 
judges who, hereafter, will draw down my warmeſt 
bleſſings: their predeceffors have merited my hea- 
vieſt maledictions. 

have alſo ſpoken of General Fouquet. A per- 

ſon had intended to have printed his correſpon- 
dence with the great Frederic, but deſiſted from the 
undertaking, becauſe I had not ſpoken of him with 
Fer reſpecte. 
Should this perſon, when he ſhall publiſh fuch 
_ correſpondence, wiſh to write an eulogium on his 
hero, I can ſupply him with a few anecdotes, 
which will greatly tend to illuſtrate his true cha- 
racter. - | , 


I way. 
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T was myſelf acquainted with nine worthy of. 
FRG whom be had mined, and obliged to deſert, 
by his tyrannical conduct. 

I am well informed of his cruelt ies toward the 
townſpeople of Glatz, whom he cauſed to be muti- 


lated and hung. The whole country was a witne(; 


of his barbarity, and, although he was loyal to 


his ſovereign, he Nil] was a tyrant whenever he had 


the power. With reſpect to myſelf, ke treated me, 


| while ins priioner, 1n4be meaneſt manner. 


His conduct toward the Aufirian priſoners, as 


related 10 me by eye-witneſſes, would, were it * 


public, do his memory but little hanour. Ihe de- 
tenoclels dead, however, ſhail by me be no more 
named. I deſpiſed him living, and men who act 
fo baſeh/, merit contempt alſo in the grave. | 

Many of the ill deeds of my enemies dead 1 
have mentioned, becauſe they were before well 
known ; many of my enemies liv my 1 have rad, 
and theſe, perhaps, may give me 
To the pofſeſſors of wy Sciavnian eſtates 1 wiſh 
at my board. ſtole them not, 
but inherited them from fathers who were defizous 
of leaving hens rich in land and poor in honour. 
One of theſe ſucceſſors of my ceuſin was, not 
long fince, confined in the Spielberg. The others 
are not happy. It is poſſible a time may come, 
when my children hal ſay Begone ! Lou 
** have long enough enjoyed the Trenck eftates : it 
* 8 no our tom.” Happihy Inever yet befought 
an alms at my own door. 

The honourable burghers of Dantzic, who gave 
me up, and fuffered me to be plundered, are dend; 
perhaps their kacceflors may make reparation, as far 

as is in their power. Weingarten, and Abramſon, 
are dead alſo. I pity the hangman, who, by ſome 
vnaccomtable chance, was robbed of his perqui- 


hies, for W eingarten died a natural death. 
Juicualy 


* 


( 


Jaſchinſky is living. I forbore to viſit him when 
at Konigſberg, for I would not remind him, in his 
old age, of what muft hang gloomy over his memo- 
ry. He has my forgiveneſs. I cannot refrain, hows 
ever, here relating how ſevere are the puniſhments 
of a bad conſcience, When I arrived at Konigſ- 
berg, he loſt his underſtanding, and became luna- 
tic. The whole town was winels of this ſitange 
event. I have, allo, fully diſcovered he was, as 
I ſuppoſed, the forger of the letter, which, in the 
year 1746, was the cauſe of my ruin. His motive 
was intereſt; he was indebted to me three hundred 
ducats: A part of my rich equipage the preſent 
General Baron Poſadowſky bought of Jaſchiniky 
himſelf; and he further received a fum granted him 
by the King, that was deducted from my confiſca · 
ted eſtates: He is ſtill inſane. 


Now I am apologizing, it is but juſt I ſhould in- 
treat forgiveneſs of ſome few inviſible perſons, 
whom I cannot but have oftended; and fitſt, the 
ſeraphic Father St. Francis. Pardon, holy fir, for 
having rendered thy whole order contemptible. 
Who ever, like me, has beheld theſe odoriterous, 
though not ſweet- ſcented, Seraphines, at their glut- 
tonous tables, their wine-barrels, their confeſſional 
chairs, will, if he be wiſe, paſs on the other fide 
of the way. Thee, holy Francis, I entreat to take 
them to thy own abodes; rob this unworthy world 
of ſuch a godly crew; and ſuffer that, fifty years 
hence, their names only be remembered. Thou 
beſt can inform us, haw well pleaſed the Father 
of the world muſt be to daily hear ſuch multitudes, 
of herculean ſaints, daily employ themſelves, and 
importune his ear, with the eternal repetition of 
Ave Maria! Ave Maria! Ave Maria! wy 
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© What thou wilt ſay to that arch enemy of man, 
Satan, when he, and his infernal adjutants ſhall 
come, laden with the ſins cf thy Seraphines, and, 
inſulting, lay them at the foot- lool of divine jul⸗ 
fice, I know not. Neither can I ſay, when the 
heavenly hoſt have, per contra, gathered together 
the good works of all thy tribe, what balance ſhall 
femain for the eien! magazine, eſtabliſhed 
at Rome. 


— nn 


if honour, juſtice, and virtue, NPR good to 
man, then have I occaſioned much diſquiet to thoſe 
vaflal fiends that are ſtationed by the mighty Luci- 
fer, as centinels, to watch, or patrol, the earth, 
for the general weal of his empire. My writings 
have incited the reader to act like a good Chriſtian, 

and an honeſt man; the doctrines of monks are 
more friendly to their cauſe, and give theſe induſ- 
trious devils much leſs trouble. 

Moſt humbly, therefore, do I ſolicit 3 
from the horned Beelzebub, the grim Mammon, 
and the terrific Belial, confeſſing their potencies : 
I never was a catholic chriſtian, ſuch as they ad- 
mire. 


. 
From my guardian angel I intreat forgiveneſs for 


all the trouble I have given him; and it, certainly, 
has not been a little to guard a Trenck from daſh- 


ing his foot againſt a ſtone, or his head againſt the 


axe of the holy inquiſition. He has well fulfilled 
his duty, and deſerves eternal reſt, never more to 


undergo a taſk ſo arduous. 


I doubt, indeed, he has been guilty of one groſs 
overſight. He certainly permitted Satan to inſpire 
me wirh the deſire of taking up the pen, NAY, after- 
© ward, 


6 


ward, ſuffered him to guide my hand. Wbereſore 
did he not, like Luther, take op the ink-ſtand and 
throw it at his head? I then ſhould not have writ- 
ten fo raſhly againſt gamblers, monks, and deſpots. 
It may be, indeed, he endured a preſent evil, to 
ſecure à future good. Satan may have been out- 
witted. „ ! 
| — ö 4 — 

Of the Almighty, with ſerious awe and reve- 
rence I ſpeak, I implore forgivenels, if, when under 
afflictions too ſevere for man to ſupport, I have 
doubted erroneouſly concerning the ſyſtems of men, 

' which repreſent the great Firſt Cauſe as a human 
creature, ſubject to the worſt and weakeſt of hu- 
man paſhons ; ſubject to anger, malice, revenge, 
ambition, vanity ! Let me hope, if I did not poſ- 
ſeſs ſufficient underſtanding to diſcover truth, that 
ſhall not be imputed to me as a fault. Thou, ſurely, 
wilt not condemn me, becauſe I am unable to be- 
lieve thou ever madeſt a creature that was pre- 
doomed to eternal deſtruction. * # 

Of wicked men I have aſked mercy, for having 
written ſo much againſt the evil of their ways. To 
thee, God of benevolence, I intercede for grace, 
for that I have not written more. The faculties of 
man are only divinely employed, when employed 
in the cauſe of virtue“. 


CONCLUSION. 


Ihave at this moment occaſion to add, now when 
this volume is completed, that I was received with 
_ eſteem and honour in my country, ſuperior to all 

| | that 


The Baron further adds a juſtification of himſelf, againſt 
M. Archenholtz, a German critic, who had taxed him with 
miſrepreſentation concerning England. He =flirms the affair 


to have happened as he ſtated, makes many ſevere remarks on 
. the 
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that can be imagined, by thoſe who have not them- 
ſelves been witneftes of this reception. Content 
aud happy, I journey back to Auſtria. The good 
king has done me juſtice, and heaped favours on 
me; I have received my confifcated eſtates, and 
am in hourly expectation of the rents of which! 
bave been forty years deprived. DE 

More I fought not; poſts of honour I cannot 
there accept. Nobody ſhall accuſe me in my old 


age of belug ſelfiſh, or living detrimental to that 
tate of which I Have been ſix and thirty years a 


ſubject, although it has moſt ſhamefully miſtreated 
me, and continues ſtill ro repay me with ingtati- 
tude. I leave behind me a gracious monarch, who 
knows my heart; I leave the beſt of reputations, 
innocence undoubted, and am convinced the Pruſ- 
frans love me, and will be the friends of my chil- 
dren. | | 

The object of my journey is accompliſhed ; I 
can now, in the decline of lite, enjoy honour and 
eaſe, and, as a good man ſhould, can meet death 


v ith a fille. .. 


the Engliſh, and their laws, and ſays that, when he went to 
the cuſtom-hotiſe ro pay the importation duty on his Hunga- 
rian wipe, the officer preſented him the Goſpel to kiſs, and 
{wear that it was all for his own drinking; and, when he re- 
fuſed taking an oath ſo fidiculous, the officer ealled a porter, 
deſired the Baton to give him a thilling, and the porter kiſſed 
the book in his ſtead. He adds this was in compliance with 
an act, which at that time prohibited the importation of 
French wines, £xcept for individual conſumption ; and ſatiri- 
cally remarks that, in Rome, one man is hired to pray, in 


London, to ſwear falſely, for another. 


The Baron, alſo, acknowledges himſelf obliged to the 
learned geographer Buſching, who has correQed his errors 
of dates, - promiſes to profit by the remarks of his critic in a 
future edition ; pleads haſte, errors of the preſs, and a lapſe 
of years; and adds, as an additional hiſtorical fact, that 
Beſtuchef, and his lady, were in oppoſite intereſts, and both 


were in the receipt of bribes from different courts, T. 
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